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GRAND OPENING
Haley Street Entrance to Bridge to Bridge

On Sunday November 29th approximately 12 committed Landcarers turned up for the last Working
Bee of the year. Tasks carried out included construction of a gravel path and fence connecting Haley
Street to the Bridge to Bridge trail via the Shire Yard. Timber bollards were installed at the Spring
Creek end of the trail to prevent further vehicle parking amongst the plantings adjacent to the Bridge.
Slashing, weeding and spraying took place along the projects length. The usual great lunch was
provided by Bill & Judy Wells and cooked by the Iron Chef “Jamo”.

The path opening took place on December 4 with Peranbin School students, Councilor Neil Murray
and Landcare representatives present.

On Friday 4th December 2009,
students from the Strathbogie
Campus of Peranbin College
participated in the opening of
pedestrian access from Haley
Street to the Strathbogie
Natural Environment
Restoration Project locally
known as Bridge to Bridge.
This is the last major
component of the project, in
which the school has been
involved from the start.

The new access path allows
visitors the option of walking
the entire trail from either end
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(Smith’s Bridge or Spring Creek Bridge) or taking a shorter
circuit from approximately half way along Main Street via
Haley Street.

After the ribbon cutting ceremony children and teachers
enjoyed a sausage sizzle organised by the Strathbogie
Tableland Landcare Group (STLCG) and supported by Friends
of Bridge to Bridge (FoBB).
Many thanks go to all the volunteers who have been part of
this project, including the cooperation of Strathbogie Shire,
DSE and Parks Victoria.

The Project’s ongoing management is being handled by the
Friends of Bridge to Bridge, a subcommittee of STLCG. Newmembers are welcome to participate in
maintaining and developing a great community asset now and for the future.

Broken Goulburn Implementation
Committee Water Forum, Seymour
From Bill Wells, STLG Secretary
At the Broken Goulburn Implementation Committee (BGIC)Water Forum on November 20,
2009, there was a sense that everyone realizes the water position in the catchment is very
tight this year and we need to work together to manage it. Both the State Office of Water and
Goulburn Murray Water (GMW) expressed willingness to work with the community to find a way through.

Speakers gave information about the formulation of local management rules for the use of water from
unregulated streams (streams without a major reservoir on them) and groundwater. Graham Hannan from
Goulburn Murray Water (GMW) explained the processes for allocating water amongst users generally, while
Geoff Earl, from Goulburn Broken Catchment Authority (GBCMA) explained how water for the environment
is allocated and managed. Consultant Dr Richard Evans explained the connection between surface (river)
and ground water, and emphasised the need to measure and mange the two resources as one. Simon
Cowan, from GMW, explained what is currently being done to improve the state of knowledge of
groundwater, particularly in the upper parts of the Broken and Goulburn catchments.

Both farmers and government were keen to see water usage measured more accurately. Farmers in the
room offered to send in bore readings to improve the amount of information that GMW has to work with in
monitoring changes in ground water levels. There was some talk of the need to redefine and break up the
Stock and Domestic category.

We were reminded that, “As uncomfortable as it may be, we are probably doing as good a job as anybody in
the world at allocating an managing our water in a fair way”. The forum also noted there are some
opportunities in managing scarce water resources. For example, Geoff Earle from GBCMA noted that river
plants and animals don’t care whose water it is, they only care that the flow is at the time, how long it lasts
for and how synchronised it is with their natural cycles that enable growth and reproduction. This means
that, in some cases, water tagged as “irrigation water” can be used for irrigation, and then subsequently
used for the environment or stored downstream.

Back to Page 1
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There are also opportunities in the new environment, particularly in the areas of managed aquifer recharge
(MAR) and enabling high-‐value irrigation to occur further upstream. Rather than storing water in small duck
puddles and watching it evaporate, there is a role for storing water underground and pumping it for use.
Many high-‐value crops can be grown and will use fewer megalitres per hectare if grown higher up
(upstream) in the catchment. There is less transmission loss related to shifting water downstream.

In closing, Steve Mills noted that many farmers in the upper catchment are not taking up their full options to
trade water and yet they are in a strong position to enter the water market. The Chairmen of GMW,Mr
Stephen Mills, and of GBCMA, Dr Huw Davies, were both present and concluded proceedings.

STRATHBOGIE TABLELAND RURAL
EXTENSION PROGRAM (REP) Report

There are a total of 165 properties in the Program Area. 105 property inspections have been
carried out by the Department of Primary Industry. Around half of the properties require some blackberry
treatment. Pre inspections will commence in 2010. There is a 50% rebate on chemicals available from the
group.

Strathbogie Tableland Landcare Group
New Biodiversity Project
This is a new $2700 funded Landcare Community Education Project coordinated by Bert Lobert, Peter Kelly,
Ben Brook and Jeff Lucas. The aim is to tell stories of how things have changed on the Tableland, particularly
since European settlement, using species lists. Birds will be the main fauna focus, with links to weeds and
water also examined. DSE flora and fauna atlases will be utiised along with State databases, the DSE
biodiversity Group, Birds Australia and local knowledge. The project is in early and informal stages at
present, but certainly worth checking out at
http://www.natureweb.org.au/index.php/Strathbogie_Tableland_Biodiversity_Project.
The host is a wiki site utililsing open source construction accessible to others who would like to
contribute.

Return of the Rabbit
Remember the damage caused by rabbits not so
long ago? There has been a major increase in
rabbit numbers on the Tableland this spring.
Landholders are advised to take control measures
such as warren ripping (subsidy available),
fumigating with phostoxin into isolated burrows
and the usual recreational pursuits: shooting,
ferrets etc.

Back to Page 1
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Ref: http://www.futurefarmcrc.com.au/documents/Pasturecroppingreapsfinancialandenvironmentalbenefits.pdf
Back to Page 1
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Groundwater Bores on the Strathbogie Tableland
Written by Bertram Lobert
With drastically reduced rainfall and stream flow during this decade, Strathbogie Tableland residents and a variety of
farming activities (particularly intensive horticulture) are becoming increasingly reliant on ground water for their water-
needs. There are currently upwards of 80 registered groundwater bores on the Tableland (Vic. Groundwater
Database), though anecdotal information suggests the total number of registered and unregistered bores may be
much higher. Most of the bores are ‘stock and domestic’ and have automatic annual entitlements of up to 10 ML,
though extraction is (luckily!) likely to be considerably less, eg 1 to 2 ML/bore/annum, in most cases. The Tableland
has approximately 600 ML of groundwater irrigation entitlement (GMWater publ. comm. 20/11/09), and much of this is
concentrated in a relatively small area. Early in 2009 our Landcare group began a bore monitoring project to gain a
better understanding of groundwater on the Tableland.

Bore Monitoring
Currently, eight bores are being monitored. Sites were selected
according to interest shown by land-owners. Each of the bores
being monitored tap into the regional water table, not into perched
water tables. The distance down through the soil to the water
table is known as the ‘static head’. Static head was measured with
an accuracy of +/- 5 mm using a bore-whistle attached to a 30 m
tape measure (photo). Where measurement with the bore-whistle
was not possible, usually due to the lack of room in the casing, a
weighted tape was used (accuracy +/- 10 mm). Eight bores have
been regularly measured since the project began in May 2009.
For most bores, static head at time of construction is known from
the drilling reports. All measurements were taken after allowing at
least several days recovery after any significant pumping.

Draft Results
The bores being monitored are widely distributed and occur at
different altitudes and in different topographic environments. The
difference in altitude between the highest and lowest site is 133
m.

In fractured rock aquifers a substantial proportion of flow usually occurs in the upper
layers of the decomposing rock. For this reason, bores in the Strathbogies are usually
drilled some distance into the underlying bedrock. Consequently, bore depth can be taken
to approximate depth to bedrock. Bore depth varied from 10 m to 39 m.

Groundwater levels in
November 2009 varied
from 3 m (adjacent to a
large, permanent
spring) to 16 m,
however most water
levels (six sites) were
between 6.1 m and
10.5 m below ground
level. This consistency,
in spite of the
significant altitudinal
variations, suggests that, though the Tableland probably consists of one interconnected (unconfined) aquifer, it’s more
like a series of connected basins, than one large underground lake. This also suggests that lateral movement of
groundwater through the soil is generally quite slow.

Back to Page 1

Site Heigh
t asl
(m)

Depth
of bore
(m)

Approx.
yield
(L/min)

Initial static head
measure

Recent static head
(comparable season if

possible)

Drop in
static
head

A 570 39 20 May 1999 -7.6 May 2009 -10.2 2.6
B 606 10 12 Aug 2002 -3.0 Jul 2009 -3.15 0.15
C 624 32 60 Mar 2007 -10.5 Apr 2009 -10.5 0
E 518 16 >100 Jan 1994 -4.4 Nov 2009 -7.53 3.13
H 491 24 40 2006 ? Nov 2009 -6.1 ?
I 533 18.7 75 2007 ? Nov 2009 -7.8 ?
M 525 24.4 60 Mar 1996 -5.64 Feb 2009 -8.64 3.0
N 613 28.5 23 Feb 1990 -9.5 Nov 2009 -16.15 6.65

Location of eight bore monitoring sites on the
Strathbogie Tableland.
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The drop in static head since the beginning of the drought in 2000 as measured at Sites A, E, M & N (for which there
is adequate data) varies from 2.6 m to 6.65 m and represents a decrease in the depth of local watertables of
between 6.7% and 23.3%. This is a significant drop, but may actually be a conservative figure, as some local bores
are known to have failed in recent summers. This data, though preliminary, confirms that the Strathbogie Tableland is
undergoing significant water stress and that informed, careful management of this groundwater resource needs to
become a high-priority issue if we want to maintain the health of our landscape and all its inhabitants.

Regional Landcare Structure
Strathbogie Tableland Landcare Group (STLCG) cooperates with Broader Landcare organisations as a means
of securing funding. As smaller funding grants have diminished in size and number, individual Landcare
Groups have found it increasingly difficult to access a share of the funding pie. Consequently, cooperative
organisations have evolved for accessing larger funding allocations. In our region these are:
1. Gecko CLaN, an organisation consisting of 28 local Landcare Groups. For example, Gecko CLaN have a

focus on pasture cropping for soil health improvement that requires large funding support
2. Granite Creek, an organisation representing 6 local Landcare Groups with input into Gecko CLaN. For

example, currently Granite Creek have money to distribute on application frommember groups for
projects that do not involve the payment of salary or wages. Their new direction will be to seek funding
from larger private organisations for projects such as Pest Plant and Animal Management.

Strathbogie Tableland Landcare Group
Funding Bids Sept-‐Dec 2009
1. Caring For Our Country (CFOC) – for Seven Creeks catchment health demonstration and community

involvement
2. Goulburn Broken Catchment Management Authority (CBCMA) – for a Scoping Study of Seven Creeks as

a biolink
3. Bush Guardians (DSE) – for Bridge to Bridge pest control assisting threatened species protection e.g.

Celebrating Landcare
These awards were very positive, particularly with the launch of the Landcare History written by Carole
Hamilton-‐Barwick. It was great to have Hubert Miller present to give a very funny speech and award the
perpetual trophy to Beverly Day from, Merton Landcare. Janet Hagen’s presentation on the work that she
and Bridget Clarke had been doing with bushfire recovery, called “Fencers without Boundaries” was very
well received. Terry Hubbard spoke about the Victorian Landcare Council and its role in providing an
independent voice for Landcare at the state and federal levels. In presenting the Landcare report card it was
reiterated to members the need to keep records of their work – a theme which came through strongly in the
launch of the Landcare History.

Back to Page 1
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STLCG Committee 2009/10:
Office Bearers President Brian Pimlott 0427 905 208

Secretary Bill Wells 5790 8563
Treasurer Lindsay Rose 5790 5248

Committee members – David Jamieson, Brian Law, Dennis Taylor, Ken Dunnachie,
Judith Durston, Robyn Vroland, Sean Mathews, Peter Kelly and Julian Trescowthick.

MerryChristmas and a wetNewYear
Thanks for all your support in 2009

COMING EVENTS

6 February
2010 0930

Strathbogie Tableland Landcare
Group

Committee Meeting Soldier’s Room
Strathbogie Town Hall

March
2010

Broken Goulburn Implementation
Committee

Forum tba
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Friends of Bridge to Bridge
We’d love to see you at our friendly regular Working Bees

The wonderful Bridge to Bridge Project needs your support for ongoing maintenance
and improvement. On the last Sunday of each month a band of dedicated volunteers
meet at Smith’s Bridge between 10 and 1200am. We carry out scheduled tasks on the

day and plan for the future over a cuppa and a bite afterwards.

A local resident

Next Working Bee & Annual Planning
January 31, 2010


