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What’s on in April 
 

8th, 9th & 10th April—Honeysuckle Art 
Exhibition “A Homage to Trees” - Violet 
Town Community Hall 
11th April—7pm—Strathbogie Voices 
People’s Budget Forum 

16th April—3.30 to 5pm—Drumming 
workshop—The African Intelligence. 
16th April—6.30pm—The African Intelli-
gence. Strathbogie Hall 
May—Fungus Festival 
5th May—Melb Guitar Quartet—RuffArZ 

14th May—Puff Ball—Violet Town 

 

 

First Monday of the month - 7.30pm 
STAG meeting at Strathbogie Hall 
Every Tuesday - 9.30am Tennis at the 
Rec Ground, Strathbogie 

Every Tuesday - 10.30am Tai Chi at the 
Boho South Hall. 
Every Wednesday -  Material Girls - 
10am - Rec Ground - BYO lunch. New-
comers welcome - Ph Jenny Walker 
57905111 or Jill Smith 57905159 

Every Wednesday - 7.30pm Strathbogie 
Singing Group - St Andrews Church - 
Strathbogie (except in School Holidays) 
ph. Di Mackrell 57905241 

Every Thursday - 6pm - Community get-
together, Strathbogie Recreation Ground 

Every Thursday - 6.30pm - Tennis - 
Strathbogie Recreation Ground. 
Every Second and Fourth Sunday - 
Church service at Strathbogie Church - 
11.30am 

First Wednesday of the month - 1.30pm 
Strathbogie Garden Group. Contact  
Wendy 57908523 

Every Fourth Saturday of the month—

APS Strathbogie Ranges Group meeting 

Every Third Sunday - 10.30am Dance at 
the Hall 
Every third Sunday of the Month - 3pm 
SCOFF at the Rec Ground  

Strathbogie Presents ‘The African Intelligence’ 
 

The Strathbogie Memorial Hall dance floor will be pumping 
with a massive night of afro-beat, drumming, dancing and 
food this April. 
  

An African food van, Afrofeast (www.afrofeast.com) will be set 
up outside alongside a bar serving our very own Strathbogie 
Brewery beverages. 
  

The fantastic band 'Lamine Sonko and The African Intelli-
gence' (www.theafricanintelligence.com) will then be rocking 
the hall from 8pm ‘til late. 
 

Date:   Saturday April 16th 2016 

Time:   DINNER from 6pm – Afrofeast 
  MUSIC from 8pm – Lamine Sonko and The African 

      Intelligence 

Venue: Strathbogie Memorial Hall 
Cost:    $20 Adults 

  $15 Concession 

Free - Under 12 

$50 Family tickets 

Food can be purchased directly from the food van  
(no BYO) 
Strathbogie Brewery  

Bookings: suziehigherground@gmail.com 

  

Lamine Sonko and The African Intelligence are a 10-piece ensem-
ble led by Senegalese singer/dancer Lamine Sonko, playing a per-
cussive blend of jazz, funk and soul. Influenced by the infectious 
afro-beat music of West Africa, the band delivers powerful contem-
porary African sound and vibration to the Australian music scene. 
From funky baselines and swift guitar riffs to the smooth groove of a 
message with meaning, here is a bad that has it all! 
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Euroa Cinema in    
April 
 

Sat 2nd to Sun 3rd Apr—”The Big 
Short” (R) 
Sat 9th to Sun 10th—”Room” (R) 
Sat 16th to Sun 17th - “Brooklyn” (M) 
Sat 23rd to Sun 24th—”The Lady in the 
Van” (M) 
Sat 30th to Sun 1st—”45 Years” (M) 
Coming up—”Zootopia” 
 

If you wish to receive a weekly email update, then 
send your details to  

euroa.cinema@strathbogie.vic.gov.au  Screening 
Times—Sat 8pm, Sun 4pm. Tickets $10, school 
age kids free. 

Do you need a 
Justice of  
the Peace? 

 

Neil Barter 
20 Magiltan Dve 

57905349 

 

Chris Thomson 

‘Aberdeen’ 
57905340 

 

Ross Walker 
Brookleigh Rd 

57905111 

Strathbogie Rec-
reation Ground 

All bookings are to 
be made with Kim 
Usher 57905345 

Deadline for April edition - 26th March. Email: tablelandtalk@gmail.com, ph 57905203, post PO, Strath-

bogie, or leave contributions at the Strathbogie Store. The TT team. 

A reminder that Tableland Talk is a community news-
letter run by a volunteer group.  
All community adverts are free. Business adverts are 
charges at $5 per issue. 
We would appreciate it if all invoices for advertising 
are paid in full, and promptly - we have to pay for the 
photocopying. 
The TT team 

SWANPOOL CINEMA 
www.swanpoolcinema.com.au 

 

Fri 8th April —1.30pm—”Elsa and Fred” (M) 
Fri 8th to Sun 10th—”Truth” (M) 
  & “The Daughter” (M) 
Fri 15th to Sun 17th—”Joy” (M)  
  & “The Peanuts Movie” (PG) 
Sun 17th—1.30pm—”Joy” (M) 
Fri 22nd to Sun 24th—”Queen & Country” (M)  
  & “Crossing Rachmaninoff” (CTC) 
Fri 29th to Sun 1st—”The Danish Girl” (M)  
   & “The Dressmaker” (M) 
Coming up in May—'Room', 'The Lady in the Van', 
Spotlight' and 'Peggy Guggenheim'  
 

Screentimes Fri & Sat 7.00pm, and Sun 6pm. 
Tickets $13.50/$11 

If you would like to read the Violet Town Village 

voice contact Terry Frewin 

at  frewintp@gmail.com  to get an emailed copy 

each month, or it can be read on-line 

at   www.viole!own.org.au   

Strathbogie  
Memorial Hall  

Available for hire— $70 with $250 re-
fundable deposit in case carpet cleaning 

is required.  
Bookings contact person is Kim Usher  

Ph 5790 5345 

Mobile  
Library  
dates for  
Strathbogie  
(every 2nd Saturday,   
9.30 - 12 noon) 
 

9th & 23rd April 
 

7th & 21st May 

Boho South Hall 
Available for hire. 
Bookings contact:  
Margaret Mactier 
Ph 57908544 

This newsle
er is en�rely made up of 

contribu�ons. Contribu�ons to this 

newsle
er are published as a forum for 

public discussion. The opinions ex-

pressed are the opinions of the contrib-

utors and obviously not necessarily the 

opinions of the TT team. By publishing 

contribu�ons this newsle
er does not 

give its authority to the truth or validity 

of the material contained in contribu-

�ons. Readers are reminded that all 

contribu�ons MUST be submi
ed with 

the name and address of the writer. 



Strathbogie Voices People's Budget Forum, 

Monday, April 11
th
, 7pm, Euroa. 

 

Are you aware that Strathbogie Shire has the third high-

est rates of the 79 local authori&es in Victoria (Annual 

Survey of the Municipal Associa&on of Victoria) and the 

seventh highest of the 571 in Australia (New Daily sur-

vey of local government rates). Each year the Council 

prepares a budget and releases it for review by the pub-

lic; Strathbogie Voices believe this is 'for comment', not 

'consulta&on'.  A consulta&on process would ask the 

following ques&ons: 

• what services do you want Council to provide? 

• how much do you want spent on these services? 

• how will this spending be funded? 

To provide an opportunity for this level of par&cipa&on, 

Strathbogie Voices invite all ratepayers in the Strath-

bogie Shire to par&cipate in the development of a Peo-

ple's Budget.  During the People's Budget sessions, we 

will: 

•  explain the structure of the current Shire budget 

• compare the Strathbogie Shire budget with that of 

 three neighbouring Shires 

•  ask residents to iden+fy what services they want 

 Council to provide 

•  determine a consensus ra+ng strategy for the 

 Shire 

•  prepare a final proposed budget for the Shire 

 

 Please come along and contribute. 

 EUROA:  Monday 11th April, 7pm. Memorial Oval Conference Centre 
For more informa&on, please contact: Kate Stothers, Spokesperson, Strathbogie Voices,  

      Mob:  0458 680 990. 

This workshop will teach some West African drum 
rhythms and participants will have the option to learn 
some traditional African dance (or practice the drum 
rhythms for the dancers!). 
 This is a great opportunity. Lamine is very experi-
enced in running high-quality and engaging work-
shops for a range of ages and abilities. 
 

Date: Saturday April 16th 

Time: 3:30 - 5:00pm 

Venue: Strathbogie Memorial Hall supper room 

Address: 39 Main St, Strathbogie 3666 

Cost:$20/$15  

Bookings via email: suziehigherground@gmail.com  

 

About Lamine: Lamine Sonko was born in Senegal, 
West Africa into a family of griots known as culture 
keepers. 
Griots are the custodians of ancient lineages, func-

tioning as the eyes and ears of the community. The 
griot's responsibility is to practice and teach the sto-
ries of their culture through the embodied oral tradi-
tions of song, music and dance. An oral culture is 
one alive only in practice, and so it is the griot that 
must animate the spirit of the past into the present 
and towards the future through the remembering, 
sharing, performing and teaching of song, drum and 
dance. 
Lamine learnt his craft while growing up in an artistic 
family. Most notably his parents maintain the strong-
est influence on his talent. His father, Bouly Sonko, is 
presently the Director for the Senegalese national 
drum and dance company Waaro Siita. His mother, 
Oumy Sene, was the first solo dancer for Le Ballet 
National Du Senegal and is also currently a member 
of Waato Siita. Lamine's family are well known musi-
cally and highly respected internationally. 

STRATHBOGIE COMMUNITY EVENT—16th April 
West African Drumming and Dance workshop with Lamine Sonko.  



Advertising Rates - All advertise-
ments for community events and 
also buy/swap/sell adverts are 
placed free of charge. Advertise-
ments for businesses are $5 per 
issue, which is very reasonable. 
This funds this newsletter. Please 
email  
tablelandtalk@gmail.com  
or phone 57905236 

Strathbogie  
Engineering 

 

 

For your Fabrication, 
Machining, Welding, Servicing and 
Repairs 

 

Stuart Watts 

62 Wonganookah Track,  
Marraweeney, 
03 5790 8668 or 0416 049 252 

E: Strathbogie. Engineer-
ing@pobox.com 

Local Electrician - 
Brendan Hurle 

Ph 0428518409 

ISA Brown 

Point of Lay Pullets 

Friendly, laying 

hens 
 Ideal for backyards 

$19 each 

Phone Bec 

57981868 

GEOFF HOLFORD   

GENERAL CARPENTRY 

●Renovation work  
●No job too small 
Phone 57908602 or  
 0408597166 

 

 

Bottled beer and tastings avail-
able at the  

Euroa Farmers Market 
www.strathbogiebrewery.com.au 

TABLELAND  GROWNTABLELAND  GROWNTABLELAND  GROWNTABLELAND  GROWN    

VEGETABLES AND FRUIT VEGETABLES AND FRUIT VEGETABLES AND FRUIT VEGETABLES AND FRUIT     

TIN SHED PRODUCE TIN SHED PRODUCE TIN SHED PRODUCE TIN SHED PRODUCE     
6	Marmo	Lane	BOHO	SOUTH	

57	908607		

Stewart		0457	652105	Belinda			0447	794994	

tinshedproduce@bigpond.com	

Call in at our Tin Shed or contact us to find out what’s available 

now, or we can send you a weekly email with the current list 

of produce.  
Delivery available for a small fee 

Violin and 
Viola  

Lessons 

Kate De-
lahunty is of-
fering les-
sons teach-
ing children 
in violin & vi-
ola.  
Please phone 
0412790589 

SOLAR $PECIALS 
Ebay prices, local service 

Solar PUMPS 30-120M fr  $1480 complete Kits 

Off Grid power and ligh&ng DIY Kits 

Solar electric fence units, all in one from $129 

235 W solar panels $212, 195W $198  

Deep Cycle 12V ba!eries, flooded cell ba!er-

ies 

Solar Gate openers, designed in Australia. 

Folding Solar panels with Reg, 120W $248 

Generators, inverter, Diesel, Silent, backup 

www.commodoreaustralia.com.au 
0408619779  *  1300669256 

Brendon Rowe 

Gardening/Landscaping  
& Kanga Loader Hire 

 

Cert III Horticulture. Local, Friendly & Insured 
 

Gardening, Mowing, Fencing (domestic & Ag) 
 

Compact loader (1 metre wide) with Driver 

-Trenching 
- Post Holes 

- 4 in 1 Bucket 
 

0423 003 565 or 5790 5356 



Hi TT team,  

Just wanted to say a big thanks for Tableland 

Talk publicity of our first show of the season 'Co

-Cheol'. 

It was a sell-out with over 100 people coming. 

Great act and fab audience. 

Best wishes, Barb, RuffArtZ team 

He wants to be loved by you 

 
by Donmil 
  

When Tony occupied The Lodge, 
We all had someone we could hate; 
He did so much we didn’t like: 
Until he reached his use-by date. 
  

So Malcolm (smart guy!) made it clear 
There’s no way he would share that fate: 
His policy? – Don’t do a thing: 
Just smile, be nice, prevaricate! 
 

CFA Volunteers call for a halt to this season’s planned burns in Strathbogie Ranges—CFA volunteers from 
local brigades in the Strathbogie Ranges and nearby districts have banded together to form a new group calling 
themselves ‘CFA Volunteers for Forests’ to save the Strathbogie Ranges’ last extensive stands of mature native 
forests from an unnecessary and destructive burn planned for this autumn. 
“We are all committed CFA volunteers who have responded to hundreds of call-outs to fires and other emergen-
cies over our years of involvement with the CFA”, said spokesperson Andrew Townsend. “But, we also care about 
our local natural environment and we do not support DELWP’s plan to burn 30 square kilometres of some of the 
best quality forest in the ranges. We are all part of this local community and as CFA volunteers we do not see any 
logic from a human safety perspective in burning these forests right now.   

The burn is too big 

The forest is too dry, the burn will be too hot 
The risk of damage is too great 
We care about this forest 

As members of CFA brigades surrounding the Strathbogie Forest, the voices of CFA volunteers need to be heard. 
Andrew Townsend again “We want to be involved in decision making about planned-burns in the area.”  
This group is very concerned about protecting life, assets and the forest and is convinced that a truly collaborative 
approach can achieve this. Genuine community consultation is a central platform of the Victorian Government’s 
‘Safer Together’ approach to bushfire risk. We fully endorse Minister Lisa Neville’s statement “We will involve local 
communities in decision making, taking into account what people value in their local area.” And we urge the Minis-
ter to be true to her words. 
We call on DELWP to defer this season’s burns in the Strathbogie Ranges and commit to genuine com-

munity consultation in the future planning of fuel reduction burns. 
 

CFA Volunteers for Forests acknowl-
edges that the views expressed in this 
release have not been endorsed by 
the Country Fire Authority, Victoria. 
 

At le#: CFA Volunteers for Forests – a 

group of 36 local volunteers represen�ng 

600+ years of collec�ve service. Members 

are from the districts of Strathbogie, 

Swanpool, Euroa, Gooram Valley, 

Miepoll, Violet Town, Riggs Creek, Molka 

and Ruffy.  



HONEY Suckle Creek 

YUM fresh local HONEY  
Baby bed & breaky 35gm 

500gm,1kg,3kg or bulk 

In Euroa  
ph 0429 953318 Gayle 

V.T. ph 0488243636 Jeff  

SHIATSU MASSAGE & ZEN THAI SHIAT-
SU Therapeutic, remedial or relaxation - 
Promoting balance, health, healing and 
wellness in body mind and spirit. Practising 
at home in Marraweeney and at Vio-
let Town market and Euroa Farmers mar-
ket. Home visits by arrangement. For ap-
pointments and further information  
call Maitri Housiaux 0407 806 109  

Ph 0407095179 

Email: derekcrosbie@live.com.au 

Euroa’s local gourmet spe-
ciality store.  A quirky shop 
where you can relax over 
a great coffee or light 
lunch and browse our im-
pressive range of produce 
from the Strathbogie 
Ranges and surrounds.   
 

Our ever expanding stock 
reflects the diversity of food produced in our region by 
passionate & committed people. 

Open 7 days from 9.00am to 4.30pm. 
Phone 0427 905 227 or email: 

dayle@theweekendlocal.com.au 

Visit us on facebook and instagram 

The  
Weekend  
Local 

WATER 
BORES 

Call now for a site inspection 
and no obligation free quote: 
Ph: (03) 59674432  
or 0418 362 968 

Email: admin@matthewandsons.com.au 

www.matthewandsons.com.au 

Could anyone who believes they 
have paid their account and have 
received a bill please advise the 
date and method of payment to ta-
blelandtalk@gmail.com 

CRANES  
CARPET CARE 

Carpet DRYcleaning, Drapes, Upholstery  
Residential & Commercial  
Grant Crane  
Ph: 0427 384 431 mgcrane@yahoo.com.au 



 Have your say in the Strathbogie Shire - Community Satisfaction Survey  
Following the success of the Future of our Pools Survey, the Strathbogie Shire Council is 
now launching its official yearly Community Satisfaction Survey.  
This is a great chance to give constructive ideas, feedback or concerns you have around 
the operations of Council, and feed it straight back into the decision makers.  
This is your chance to have a voice and rest assured, council is listening.  
Coming soon to a mailbox near you, will be a copy of the survey and a reply paid envelope to ensure you 
can deliver this safely back to Council.  
But if you prefer to go online – just go to our home page and click the “Have Your Say” link.  
You may want to see upgrades to roads in your local area or have ideas on how Council can improve its 
customer service.  
You may want to see changes to Maternal and Child Health, or have ideas on how we can improve our tour-
ism.  
The options are endless, and the sky is the limit.  
The information gathered from this survey will go into an official report to Council – much like the Future of 
Our Pools Survey Results.  
This report will then provide Council with a comprehensive guide on how our community feels and ideas they 
have for improvement.  
The online survey is best viewed by Tablet or PC – not via mobile phone.  
You can see it here https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DDD2BFH  
Community Satisfaction Surveys will be accepted until close of business Monday, May 16, 2016. 

PUFF BALL BUSH-DANCE IN VIOLET TOWN 

Saturday May 14
th
 5.30pm – 11pm 

VIOLET TOWN COMMUNITY COMPLEX HALL 

As part of the May Fungi Fes&val which is being run by the Strathbogie Ranges Conserva-

&on Management Network (see Fungi Fes&val poster in this Village Voice), there will be a 

Puff Ball Bush-dance here in Violet Town on Saturday May 14th. 

HREP is suppor&ng Strathbogie Ranges CMN in puIng the Puff Ball bush-dance on. 

With the famous band “Couch Grass” playing and a group of experienced dancers ready 

to teach us  how to do it, the Puff Ball promises to be a lively night of fun and great mu-

sic. 

The evening will start with a light meal and then it’s into the dancing! 

$10 entry   (includes meal)  BYO 

To assist with catering bookings are essen&al on line with Eventbrite 

 or contact Heather Thomas   0458375913  or  heathert3670@gmail.com 

                                                

For informa&on about the whole Fungi Fes&val go to SRCMN 

(Community) on Facebook or see the Posters around town 

AUSTRALIAN PLANTS SOCIETY VICTORIA INC 

 

Calling Australian Plant Lovers  - The “Strathbogie Ranges Group” of APS 

invites you to join us 

 

We meet monthly (4th Saturday) with a focus on enjoyment and learning through visiting gardens 
and properties featuring a wide range of growing conditions.   From time to time we host an expert 
to impart their knowledge of propagating, grafting, etc. 
 

 

So, if you would like to learn or just share our enthusiasm, BYO lunch and chair and be as-
sured of a really enjoyable day. 
 

Enquiries:   Val Kneebone  57985453, 0419328731; Pete Kelly  0402 882 958; Jill Fidler  0407 871 603. 



The Telegraph—reminiscences by Ken Dunnachie. 

During the 30’s and 40’s the telegraph was a very important part of our 

communication system. Some people may have read of the saga of the 

Overland Telegraph as it snaked its way down from Darwin to Adelaide 

through Alice Springs. The old telegraph station is now a tourist attrac-

tion. There is a room there full of batteries that were used to help boost 

the signal on its way up and down the line. 

In Myrtleford where I grew up, not everybody had telephones (land lines) 

and people relied on the Telegraph and the postal system. The steam 

train, which was a branch line from Wangaratta carried the mail and par-

cels and was a very important part of our lives. Nearly everyone travelled 

by train. The Post Office had special fancy telegram forms for 

“Congratulations”, “Happy Birthday greetings” and “Christmas”. The cost was 16 words for a shilling 

(about 10 cents) and then it was dropped to 14 words for a bob (10 cents) which was a big jump. 

Each word over that was tuppence (2 cents) so each telegram was kept to a minimum. 

Every fortnight was sale day and the telegraph messenger had to deliver a telegram to the sale 

yards, probably with that days prices as there wasn’t a phone at the saleyards. The cattle were 

brought to the yards by drovers on horses. I don’t remember any trucks in those days. People had 

to keep their front gates shut as the stock were driven through town. 

I had a relative who was a telegraphist in Melbourne for 16 years. It was his job to go out to the 

MCG when the test cricket was on because it was all done by telegraph. 

Sometimes when the batsmen hit a six (it could have been Don Bradman) the commentator (could 

have been Alan McGilvray) would tap his pencil on his table to make it a bit more realistic as by the 

time the signal got through that particular bowl was probably well over. The signal went to the CTO 

(Central Telegraph Office) which was the Elizabeth St Post Office and and from there it was flashed 

around the world. 

Another job was to go the Newmarket sale yards (just near Flemington racecourse) to send the cat-

tle prices all over. He used to tell me the work was done by drovers and horses and dogs. Not com-

ing from a farming background he was always intrigued to see a drover step out from his office and 

give a whistle. Two dogs would get up from several dogs that would be lying under a tree and come 

to their master. To him, the whistles were all the same, but the dogs knew. 

About 1948, teleprinters were introduced. This machine had a keyboard and a roll of telegram 

forms, and all the operator had to do was type a message and it came out on a telegram form in 

Melbourne where is was checked by an operator, torn off the roll and sent on its way on a conveyer 

belt. This meant there was no further use for telegraphists and so they faded into history. As 

phones became more widely used the telegram system was used less and less. The teleprinters 

closed down at the Euroa Post Office about 1955. 

PS As a tourist attraction, a group of old telegraphists operate a service at Beechwort where you 

can still send a telegram. By some special arrangement a line goes to Bendigo where the message 

is received and the posted out to the addressee. On a recent visit to Beechworth I sent a telegram 

to myself. It eventually arrived here at Strathbogie by mail. 



STRATHBOGIE  TABLELAND  ACTION  GROUP 

 

Emergency Planning 

FiOeen members of the community met recently to work through a Community Resilience Scorecard to iden&fy the strengths and 

weaknesses in our community in rela&on to emergency planning.   The session was facilitated by Sue Arndt from Mansfield Shire and 

Robbie Rae from Strathbogie.   Sue has provided a report of the outcomes which is being reviewed by several STAG members.   They 

will report back to the next STAG mee&ng with recommenda&ons as to where we go from here. 

 

Community Lunches 

Previously the Council par&ally sponsored Seniors Lunches each month for the Tableland community.  The funding source for this 

ac&vity has now transferred to Nexus Health and they have indicated that community lunches should no longer be just for those 

over seventy but for anyone who would like to get together with other members of our community. 

STAG sought expressions of interest from persons who would like to either a!end the lunches or act as a volunteer – this was to 

enable us to have an idea of numbers so we could put a proposal to Nexus.     Few responses were received however it is likely that 

there are others, perhaps in care in Euroa, who would be interested in a!ending as well as those who may not have realised that the 

age restric&on had been liOed.    

 

Streetscape Project 

STAG is currently working through several areas iden&fied in the Streetscape Report.   Funding has been allocated by both the Shire 

and STAG towards the cost of pain&ng the hall,  addi&onal trees will be planted in the main street and work will be undertaken to 

make the Telstra exchange more pleasing to the eye – this la!er project is being supported by Telstra. 

 

STAG meets in the Soldiers Room at 7.30pm on the first Monday of the month.   All community members are welcome.  

 



FIREWOOD 

Cut, split and ready for stove or 
heater. White and Blue Gum. 
$95.00 ono for a 6x4 Trailer. 
Must Pick Up 

Strathbogie Area  
PhonePhonePhonePhone: : : : 0488905261048890526104889052610488905261    

The Bookshelf – notes from the Bohomians Bookclub 

 

The Miniaturist by Jessie Burton (2014, Ecco)  
 

This lengthy debut novel is written in the genre of historical fiction. Set in Amsterdam in the mid 1600’s, it tells 
the story of Nella (Petronella) Oortmann, an 18-year-old from the Dutch countryside, who has married a 
wealthy merchant, Johannes Brandt. She joins his city household, which is also inhabited by his unmarried 
sister, Marin, and two servants. All is not what it seems, and Nella’s dreams of marital bliss are severely dis-
appointed as a result of her largely absent and disinterested husband. The dynamic in the household is not 
encouraging for the young woman; it soon becomes apparent that there are several back stories, which the 
reader hopes will explain the odd and somewhat harsh treatment Nella receives at the hands of her new sis-
ter-in-law.  
The wedding gift Nella receives from her husband plays a central role in the convoluted plot. The large doll’s 
house that exquisitely reproduces the features of the Brandt household becomes the target of a mysterious 
blonde miniaturist, who fleetingly appears and disappears throughout the novel, and who supplies Nella with 
figurines to furnish the doll’s house. These figures turn up at odd intervals at the house, and increasingly fill 
Nella with unease as the truth of her husband’s sexual predilections and of his business dealings becomes 
more and more complicated. 
In her 2014 review in The Guardian, Rachel Cooke criticizes the novel as “unconvincing”, stating further 
“again and again, I found myself thinking: that would not happen.” (The majority of the Bohomians echoed this 
sentiment). Additionally, the sensibility of the main character, Nella, is confusing. Her strongly feminist reac-
tion to the strange world she comes to inhabit has more of the 21st century about it than the 17th century, par-
ticularly with regard to the sexual preferences of Johannes, her husband, though ‘husband’ in name only. This 
novel of 400 pages is replete with a host of closely described characters, yet their emotional development 
seems to be drawn from the author’s earlier drafts.  This, coupled with the unconvincing convolutions of the 
plot and the lack of closure with regard to the namesake of the novel – the miniaturist – make for a long read 
that does not live up to the hype that has surrounded its publication. By Ruth Fluhr 

 

  About the author … 

 

Jessie Burton is an English actress and author. 
The novel took her over 4 years to write, and in-
volved a lot of research, some of the detail of 
which is included in a glossary at the back of the 
book. The Miniaturist has received a number of 
awards and nominations. Jessie Burton was in-
spired by the real doll’s house of Petronella 
Oortman, which is housed in the Rijksmuseum in 
Amsterdam. The bookcover artist was Katie Tooke 
of Andersen M Studio. 



What a great first term!!What a great first term!!What a great first term!!What a great first term!!    

And a busy one!  Term began with the 2 week swimming 

program culminating in the Peranbin Swimming Carnival 

where all children could showcase their improved swim-

ming skills.  School Captains were elected early on as chil-

dren & staff slipped back into school routines along with 

the regular MARC library van visits, Japanese & private 

music lessons.   

We are also very fortunate to have Ms  Ethne Green here 

each week helping develop the children’s musical senses 

through singing, rhyme and rhythm activities..  These  sessions are great fun and the kids love 

them.   

The grade 5 / 6 kids from Peranbin have just enjoyed 3 days at Camp Manyung with seaside activi-

ties such as  surfing, snorkelling, searching for sea urchins, sea stars etc as well as testing their 

fears on the Giant Swing or Tree Top challenge and just having fun in the Ga-ga pit.  Archery, low 

ropes course and the flying fox were other activities to have fun with.  Thanks to Hughy Mitchell  for 

accompanying Mrs Eadie and the Bogie kids.   

Other Activities at schoolOther Activities at schoolOther Activities at schoolOther Activities at school    

Hockey with Chris Chittick, Catching the Reading Bug sessions with Mrs Eadie, Red Balloon Day, 

Moran Photography Workshop,  Bravehearts, Horses for Hope fundraiser, Clean Up Bogie Day—

lots of extra activities which all go to enriching our children’s lives. 

Parent  Group NewsParent  Group NewsParent  Group NewsParent  Group News    

Parents, along with various community members  have participated this term in Campus meetings, 

a working bee, Catching the Reading Bug sessions, parent-teacher interviews and setting up a new 

garden bed (complete with 3 fabulous mushrooms). 

Thanks  Thanks  Thanks  Thanks      

-  to the Violet Town Op Shop for their very generous donation of $500 to our campus—please 

keep them in mind if you have unwanted items. 

-  to Rolf and Jenny, our fabulous volunteers who  have—during all that heat—managed to lift, 

scrape the roots of our koala tree and re-lay the pavers—to give us all a level surface again.  What 

an effort!!   

-  to Euroa Building Supplies and Saville’s Hardware for providing necessary materials for various 

jobs  at trade prices; Euroa Building Supplies also ‘ripped’ the timber for the table tops for free. 

Thank you one and all for your support! 

 



 

Term 1  snapshots                               
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