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What’s on in August 
August 20th—2pm Strathbogie Forest 
Walk 

August 26th—Strathbogie Ranges CMN 
Workshope—Euroa 

August 27th—Strathbogie Ranges CMN 
workshop Whiteheads Creek 

November 3rd — STAX Art Show, 
Strathbogie  
December 10th—Tableland Christmas 
_________________________________ 

 

First Monday of the month - 7.30pm 
STAG meeting at Strathbogie Hall 
Every Tuesday—10am Tennis at Strath-
bogie Rec Ground. 
Every Wednesday -  Material Girls - 
10am - Rec Ground - BYO lunch. New-
comers welcome - Ph Jenny Walker 
57905111 or Jill Smith 57905159 

Every Wednesday - 7.30pm Strathbogie 
Singing Group - St Andrews Church - 
Strathbogie (except in School Holidays) 
ph. Di Mackrell 57905241 

Every Second and Fourth Sunday - 
Church service at Strathbogie Church - 
11.30am 

First Wednesday of the month - 1.30pm 
Strathbogie Garden Group. Contact  
Wendy 57908523 

Every Fourth Saturday of the month—

Australian Plant Society Group meeting - 
contact Pete 0402 882 959  
Every third Sunday of the Month - 3pm 
SCOFF at the Rec Ground 

 

Ouch! 
  

by Donmil 
  

Ever so quickly 

Our bushwalk got prickly: 
We’d reached an area 

Of Sweet Bursaria. 

The Strathbogie Ranges Conservation 
Management Network is presenting 
two workshops for new and part-time 
Landholders (and anyone else inter-
ested in sustainable land manage-
ment) in August: 

• Saturday 26th August Euroa 

• Sunday 27th August at White-
heads Creek 

Registrations are essential—
strathbogierangescmn@gmail.com 
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Do you need a 
Justice of  
the Peace? 

 

Neil Barter 
20 Magiltan Dve 

57905349 

 

Chris Thomson 

‘Aberdeen’ 
57905340 

 

Ross Walker 
Brookleigh Rd 

57905111 

Strathbogie Rec-
reation Ground 

All bookings are to 
be made with Kim 
Usher 57905345 

Deadline for the September edition of Tableland Talk is Saturday the 27th August. Email: table-
landtalk@gmail.com, ph 57905203, post PO, Strathbogie, or leave contributions at the Strathbogie 
Store. The TT team. 

A reminder that Ta-
bleland Talk is a community newsletter 
run by a volunteer group.  
All community adverts are free.  
Business adverts are charged at $5 per 
issue for a quarter page. 
We would appreciate it if all invoices for 
advertising are paid in full, and promptly - 
we have to pay for the photocopying. 
The TT team 

Mobile Library  
 

Dates for  
Strathbogie  
 

(every 2nd Saturday,   
9.30 - 12 noon) 
 

12th & 26th August 
9th & 23rd September 

Strathbogie  
Memorial Hall  

Available for hire— $125 with $250 re-
fundable deposit in case carpet cleaning 

is required.  
Bookings contact person is Kim Usher  

Ph 5790 5345 

Boho South Hall 
Available for hire. 
Bookings contact:  
Margaret Mactier 
Ph 57908544 

This newsle
er is en�rely made up of 

contribu�ons. Contribu�ons to this 

newsle
er are published as a forum for 

public discussion. The opinions ex-

pressed are the opinions of the contrib-

utors and obviously not necessarily the 

opinions of the TT team. By publishing 

contribu�ons this newsle
er does not 

give its authority to the truth or validity 

of the material contained in contribu-

�ons. Readers are reminded that all 

contribu�ons MUST be submi
ed with 

the name and address of the writer. 

SWANPOOL CINEMA 
www.swanpoolcinema.com.au 

 

Swanpool Cinema is in winter recess. 

However, the Bald Archies are coming! The 

exhibi�on will be on display to the public in 

the Swanpool & District Memorial Hall, 2386 

Midland Highway, from 26th August un�l 10th 

September. This is one showing of the exhibi-

�on in Victoria this year and the other is in 

Geelong. Open every day 10am to 4pm with 

admission being, Adults $5, Concession $4 and 

Students $2. The very popular dining room will 

be open again this year with morning and 

a.ernoon teas from $6 and delicious lunches 

for either $12 or $17.   

Bookings and enquiries 5768 2400.  
The cinema resumes Sep-
tember 15th. 
Screentimes Fri & Sat 6.00pm, 
and Sun 5pm. 
Screentimes Fri & Sat 7.00pm, 
and Sun 6pm. 

Euroa Cinema in    
August 
 

Fri 4th—”Monsieur Chocolat” (M) 
Sat 5th to Sun 6th—”Hotel  
   Coolgardie” (MA15+) 
Thurs 10th –10.30am—Friends of the 
Hospital Fundraiser—”The Zoo Keepers 
Wife” (PG) - $20 incl lunch 

  —tickets at The Hub 

Sat 12th to Sun 13th—”The   
    House” (MA15+) 
Thurs 17th—7pm—Euroa Secondary 
College Debutante Ball Fundraiser 
”Despicable Me 3” (PG)-$15 tickets ESC 

 

Friday 18th—”Things to Come” (M) 
Sat 19th to Sun 20th—”20th Century 
    Women” (M) 
Sat 26th to Sun 27th—”Chicken  
    People” (PG) 
 

If you wish to receive a weekly email update, then send 
your details to  

euroa.cinema@strathbogie.vic.gov.au  Screening 
Times—Sat 8pm, Sun 4pm. Tickets $10, school 
age kids free. 



Calling all ar�sts!!!! 
The 2017 Honeysuckle Art Exhibi�on 

“Ageing – in all its forms” will be held from 

September 8
th
 – 10

th
.  

Don’t hide your crea�ve work away – we would 

love to include your art in this year’s exhibi�on! 

Entry forms are available at the VT Cafe and Com-

munity House, Euroa Hub and Mr and Lady, Benal-

la NE Ar�sans, Shepparton Art Gallery and also on 

line on the Violet Town Website h,ps://

www.viole,own.org.au (click on What’s On) and 

also on the facebook page of the Violet Town 

Community No�ceboard. 

Artwork in any medium is welcome. 

The theme is open to a huge range of interpreta-

�ons so put your crea�ve mind to work and sur-

prise us.  

There are awards being offered for each medium 

category and for children. 

Artwork not on the them is welcome also. 

See the Poster 

Aphorism 

 

by Donmil 
  

This is the way 

Ourselves we deceive: 
What we’d like to be true 

Is what we believe. 
  

Note: an aphorism is a “pithily ex-
pressed precept or observa-
tion” (OED), often by an ancient clas-
sical author. Francis Bacon gets the 
credit for thisone, Aphorism XLIX in 
his Novum Organum, 1620. His ver-
sion of it was:  
“For what a man had rather were 
true, he more readily believes.” 

Thank you 

I would like to say thank you to all 
those who helped make Rod's 
farewell a beautiful day. 
Thank you for your kind words 
and support, it is lovely to be part 
of this community. 
With heartfelt 
thanks. 
lisa jensen. 

A Community Store? – an idea for social enterprise. 
We held a community meeting about the idea of a community 
Strathbogie Store on the 22nd July, and about 40 very keen people 
came along to listen to the ideas. As a result of the meeting, we 
have put together a working group of keen and interested locals who 
are exploring additional models, and the working group is meeting 
again to bring together the research on these models that everyone 
has done. 
As a bit of background for you all, I have been thinking for some 
time that it would be a great idea to see if we (the community) could 
possibly buy the shop as a community social enterprise model, and 
then run the shop under this model. This could provide our commu-
nity some real possibility into investing in our future. This would be a 
way for our community to take positive steps into investing in our 
well-being. Having a viable licenced general store and post-office is 
a very important part of our community fabric. If the community 
owned the store, then we would have only our community interests 
at heart. The current store owner Pam is very interested in the com-
munity pursuing this idea, and we have been keeping Pam in the 
loop about our meetings. 
I have had a preliminary discussion with Bendigo Bank thanks to 
Rysia Rozen, the wife of our local Strathbogie Australia Day ambas-
sador for 2017 Richard. Rysia is on the Board of Bendigo Bank.  
We have met also with one of the Board members of the 
Yackandandah Community Development Company, and they have 
really given us food for thought, and a huge amount of information 
about their model – some of this is available on the internet at 
www.yackandandah.com/ycdco . 
We need to move quickly to finalise a model, but also need to con-
sider what is best for us all. 
We will have another community meeting as interest is growing, and 
information about this will be sent out via our local 
email network Bogie-tree, and also through a flyer.  
Fiona Townsend 



 

 

 

 

Local Electrician -  
Brendan Hurle 

Ph 0428518409 

Excellent local service 

ISA Brown 

Point of Lay Pullets 

Friendly, laying 

hens 
 Ideal for backyards 

$19 each 

Phone Bec 

57981868 

SOLAR $PECIALS 
Ebay prices, local service 

Solar PUMPS 30-120M fr  $1480 complete Kits 

Off Grid power and ligh�ng DIY Kits 

Solar electric fence units, all in one from $129 

235 W solar panels $212, 195W $198  

Deep Cycle 12V baCeries, flooded cell baCer-

ies 

Solar Gate openers, designed in Australia. 

Folding Solar panels with Reg, 120W $248 

Generators, inverter, Diesel, Silent, backup 

www.commodoreaustralia.com.au 
0408619779  *  1300669256 

Advertising Rates - All advertisements for community events and also buy/swap/sell adverts are placed free of 
charge. Advertisements for any commercial gain or business is charged at a rate of $5 per issue, which is very 
reasonable. Advertising solely funds this newsletter.  
Please support our advertisers. 
For more information, please email  tablelandtalk@gmail.com, or phone 57905236 

 

 

Bottled beer and tastings avail-
able at the Euroa Farmers Mar-
ket, Violet Town Market, The 

Weekend Local and  
Under The Sun 

www.strathbogiebrewing.com.au 

Strathbogie  
Engineering 

 

 

For your Fabrication, Machining, 
Welding, Servicing and Repairs 
 

Stuart Watts 

62 Wonganookah Track,  
Marraweeney, 
03 5790 8668 or 0416 049 252 

E: Strathbogie. Engineer-
ing@pobox.com 



In the remote Leinesfjord far to the north of Norway lies the village of Boganshelm, here the villagers cele-
brate the Holy day of St Bogan in early November.   
Bogan was the eldest of thirteen children, his father a "mullet man" or mullet fisherman like his father before 
him, they were, in village lore the lowest of the fishermen, fore they did not fish the great Turbot and the Drool 
lip Cod , neither did they catch the Monk fish or the Mackrell, no they fished the mullet. The simple and  lowly 
mullet, the wood louse of the mudflat. 
He was a head strong boy ,Bogan, devout in his worship of the new god. It was no surprise that in the same 
way that his father had followed his fathers before, he took up the oar and the rod, the hurlers net and the du-
bious fashion sense of the mullet men.  
It is said that one day whilst fishing the outer most mudbank, a huge serpentine monster rose from the depths 
and flummoxed itself onto the flats. Its gaping jaw and teeth of smouldering sulphur, its chin bristled like the 
boar, it wore tusks upon its crown and those eyes, those dreadful eyes, they sung of the coming dark and the 
pyre upon the hill. 
Bogan ignoring the clear dread of his father stepped forward and out of the boat , waist deep in the water , his 
fists crossed in front of him in the fashion of a crucifix, he glared at the beast and in a voice that silenced the 
wind , he bade the beast to end its wicked ways and return to the depths.. 
Even as the breath of the Serpent singed his hair and the stench of its foulness clouded and warped his 
thoughts he stood mountain like in its path. Until the Serpent rose upon its great thick coil of a neck, paused 
for a moment and like the lightning lighting the night sky it struck.    And Bogan was gone .  
And the terrible vision lent back into its body curled effortlessly and was gone back into the dull deeps of the 
north seas . 
The waves lapped the rocky inlets all was quiet. Tears were shed, the grieving was done in the old way, lives 
were adjusted and new mouths were fed. 
Some weeks later its body was washed up on to the mudflats putrid and melting back into the hungered sea, 
the bravest of the locals who came close enough to the serpent, saw the huge burst belly and the oozing rot-
ting  slime, the ribcage shrinking back, the skin tight and dry, the jutting yellow fang.  
Yet within the midst of all the horror and sweetness of decay that they witnessed, lay Bogan , as if asleep up-
on his back his arms crossed like the christs cross ,his face serene and clear as if he had emerged from a 
magic garden. And those that saw him knelt and wept.  
They carried the body back to the little church of St. Ambahs on the hill over looking the harbour, and Interned 
him in to the holy ground there, where each November the late flowering Nordic Clematis breathes out its sul-
phur bells. And to this day you can visit St. Bogans well upon the headland, where you can take of the Holy 
waters. St bogan was beatified in 1433 by Pope Eugene IV and his day is celebrated on November 5th. 
 

Actually funnily enough St Bogans day is the same day as the artfest/orgy thingo.. Posssibly we could dress 
up , or down depending on our persuasion. xxx 

 

Reverand Alistair Heartwell.  

STRATHBOGIE  TABLELAND  ACTION  GROUP 

Ac�on Group Future 

Council has now officially revoked the Instrument of Delega�on which was the formal agreement between Council and 

STAG.    STAG must now decide whether to become incorporated or become Strathbogie Community Planning Refer-

ence Group which will be guided by the Community Planning Reference Group Charter s�ll to be finalised. 

Spring Creek Bridge Picnic Area 

The Director, Asset Services, has advised that a Steering CommiCee is to be formed comprising a Council appointed 

project manager (Robert Collyer), Cr Alistair Thomson, Tony Dawson and a representa�ve of STAG. 

Given the number of issues that were raised at the community mee�ng, and feedback that commiCee members have 

received, STAG endorses the advice from the Asset Director that the Steering CommiCee’s first task will be to scope the 

project.  This will include: 

 Building style and materials, Loca�on, Access arrangements, Cos�ngs and source of funding, Consulta�on plan. 

Christmas in July 

The Christmas in July lunch was aCended by 35 who all enjoyed a delicious turkey and ham roast followed by plum pud-

ding.   Robyn Sheehan, President of U3A (University of the Third Age),  clarified some misunderstandings:  U3A does not 

provide formal qualifica�ons or involve examina�ons; rather it encourages self learning in areas of interest.   Some ac-

�vi�es currently offered are Art Apprecia�on & Historical Places, Astronomy, Australian Literature, Bushwalking, Week-

ly Games Group, Shakespeare’s Plays, and more. 

Telstra Exchange 

STAG has requested a couple of addi�onal designs for the Telstra Exchange.   As soon as these are available, all designs 

will be displayed on the community no�ceboard. 



If you would like to read the Violet Town Village 

Voice contact Terry Frewin 

at  frewintp@gmail.com  to get an emailed copy 

each month, or it can be read on-line 

at   www.violeCown.org.au   

Ph 0407095179 

Email: derekcrosbie@live.com.au 

Euroa’s local gourmet speci-

ality store.  A quirky shop 

where you can relax over a 

great coffee or light lunch 

and browse our impressive 

range of produce from the 

Strathbogie Ranges and sur-

rounds.   

 

Our ever expanding stock reflects the diversity of food 

produced in our region by passionate & commiCed peo-

ple. 

Open 7 days from 9.00am to 4.30pm. 

Phone 0427 905 227 or email: 

dayle@theweekendlocal.com.au 

The  

Weekend  

Local 

WATER 

BORES 

Call now for a site inspec�on and 

no obliga�on free quote: 

Ph: (03) 59674432  

or 0418 362 968 
Email: admin@maChewandsons.com.au 

CRANES  
CARPET CARE 

Carpet DRYcleaning, Drapes, Upholstery  
Residential & Commercial  
Grant Crane  
Ph: 0427 384 431 mgcrane@yahoo.com.au 

STRATHBOGIE STORE 
 
Rotisserie chickens, chips and a variety of 
salads available Fridays from 6pm.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pre orders required ph 0467 429 790 



Territory Test’n’Tag 

Workplace electrical tes�ng for 

Worksafe   compliance. 

0427001850 

Comment—I really appreciated Alistair Thomson’s reminders 
about waste and the need to be conscious consumers. As it is Na-
tional Op Shop Week at  the end of August I am proposing a Pop 
Up Op Shop for Strathbogie during that time. If any Strathbogi-
ans think that is a good idea feel free to Email me 
erinlevy49@gmail .com through bogie tree. Have ideas but love 
to hear input. 
Good to feel that winter is becoming a little less frosty?? 

Erin Levy 

Councillor News  
Hello again. 
In June, the Council approved its Strategic Plan for 2017S2021 and adopted the Budget for 2017/18. I thought 
I would highlight some initiatives that are particularly relevant to the Strathbogie Tableland. 
Council Plan 2017-2021 

The vision of the plan is “Together we are building a flourishing community” and translates into the following 
key strategies (and actions I have picked out that are relevant to the Tableland): 
1. Enhancing community health and wellSbeing 

• Maintaining support for the Strathbogie Health Consortium (Euroa Health, Honeysuckle Regional 
Health) 

• Continued support for community planning and community grants 

• A focus on footpaths and walking trails  
• Implement a CFA captain liaison grou 

2. Sustainably managing our natural and built environment 
• Sustainable Strathbogie 2030 initiatives e.g. solar bulk-buy, home insulation  
• Native vegetation protection on key roadsides 

• Initiatives to reduce single-use plastics 

• Playground audit and prioritised improvements 

• Investigate expansion of waste service to unserviced areas 

3. Providing quality infrastructure 

• Bring all rural roads with a residence into the regular road maintenance program 

• Increasing the frequency of maintenance of unsealed roads 

4. Driving economic development 
• Better communication of events 

• Development of an Arts & Culture strategy 

• Review of rural land strategy in the Planning Scheme 

• New build incentives for first home buyers 

5. Becoming a high performing Shire 

• Increase operational efficiencies 

• Focus on customer satisfaction 

• Equality and fairness in all decisions 

Key Budget items for the Tableland 

1. Rates will increase by 2% 

2. The charge for the “three bin” waste service will increase by 3% to $515 to recover the increased cost of 
waste collection and disposal 

3. The farm differential rate will remain at 85% of the general residential rate 

4. A large infrastructure program including: 
• Upgrading of unmaintained residential gravel roads to maintenance standard 

• Adding another heavy grader to increase frequency of road maintenance 

• Replacing worn-out guardrail on Euroa-Strathbogie Road 

• Bridge/culvert replacement including Merton-Strathbogie Rd, Brookleigh Rd 

• Funding a picnic shelter at Spring Creek Bridge 

• Improving Tableland access (major roadwork on Killeens Hill Road) 
5. New staff to assist community with obtaining grants and expanding the tourism offering 

 

The full Budget and Council Plan can be downloaded from the Shire’s website. 
 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding Council matters, please feel free to contact me at 
Alistair.Thomson@strathbogie.vic.gov.au or on 0427 335 766. 
 

Please note that the comments in this article are my own as Ward Councillor and should not necessarily be taken as the 
official view of Strathbogie Shire Council. 



 

              
 

Ms Chapman and Mrs Week's Room  

We have had an exciting start to the term.  We have started looking at poetry during Writing and this week 
completed some List Poems to get us thinking that poetry can be about everyday things and began putting 
together a Poetry Journal. We have done some ‘close reading’ of poetry, comparing prose poetry and other 
poetic forms, understanding the elements of a poems and have begun an investigation into the poem “The 
Man from Snowy River” by A.B Patterson. 
In Maths we have looked at increasing our knowledge of larger numbers and investigation ‘equals’.  We will 
begin a couple of weeks of multiplication and division 

Ms. Hanby’s Room 

This week we have been getting back into the swing of things, getting back into routine. In Literacy, we have 
been looking at similes and metaphors and practicing using them in our writing. In Maths, we have been prac-
ticing and further developing our numeration and counting skills with whole numbers, with some students go-
ing into the 1000's! Our Kitchen Garden session went well, with the students in my group working on classify-
ing leaves according to their shape. 
 

Regional Arts Victoria –Marguk Workshop 

We have been very fortunate to receive a subsidy to allow us to have Ilbijerri Theatre come and run work-
shops with all our students.  The Marguk School Workshop Series uses drama to engage students in Indige-
nous culture, histories and storytelling. Ilbijerri Theatre is Australia’s longest running Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Theatre Company. These workshops will be on Thursday 24th August at Violet Town Campus. 
 

Invisible Farmer- GET INVOLVED 

On Wednesday 26th and Friday 28th July, all students from across the Peranbin campuses travelled to Mel-
bourne for an excursion to both the Immigration Museum and Museum Victoria. 
These excursions were to launch our work with Museum Victoria, engaging our students as community re-
searchers, working on the Invisible Farmer project.  This project is to tell the stories of women farmers, stories 
that are often not told.   
The Invisible Farmer is the largest ever study of Australian women on the land.  
Invisible Farmer is a creative partnership between rural communities, academics, government and cultural 
organisations. Together we will: 

Create new histories of rural Australia 

Reveal the hidden stories of women on the land 

Learn about the diverse, innovative and vital role of women in agriculture 

Stimulate public discussions about contemporary issues facing rural Australia and its future 

Develop significant public collections that will enable far reaching outcomes in research, industry and pub-
lic policy 

The project will document the process of community engagement, based on a Museums Victoria 
model, between schools and their local communities and the ways in which that engagement may 
lead to deeper understanding of how community history can be created and shared.   
Our students will have the opportunity to gather stories of the land and produce creative products that can be 
shared with the community as well as on a range of on-line sites, that are accessible to the broader communi-
ty.  
The themes explored in the Invisible Farmers Project are of relevance to the new Victorian Curriculum, 2017, 
particularly as students can develop knowledge and skills in English, History and Geography and a range of 
capabilities: 

Historical skills and understanding ,including their own 
histories 

English and communication skills using multi modal texts 
i.e. posters, exhibition development and digital stories 

Geographical knowledge and skills based on their own 
locality 

Capabilities of critical and creative thinking, ethical and 
intercultural understanding and personal and social 
skills.  

The pilot program will develop and document the process of 
working with schools and communities and will create a pro-
cess that can be shared with schools throughout Australia, in 
order to celebrate the diversity of those who work on the 
land.  
(cont’d next page) 



 

Proposed Outcomes 

The final product of the Pilot program will include: 
Documentary of the process of the pilot program in schools from initial contact to final outcomes. A “how 

to guide” for making digital stories (a series of short videos) developed by education team in the pro-
cess of conducting workshops with schools 

Invisible Farmer Stories created by schools could inform the ARC research – students as researchers  
Invisible Farmer Stories created by schools will have the opportunity to be featured on ABC Open as an 

example of citizen history  
Benefits to schools: 

Guidance and training in the use of digital technologies & web services 

Access to experts involved in the Invisible Farmer project, including academics, historians, curators, edu-
cators 

Students being involved in real life learning experiences 

Building intergenerational relationships within the local community 

Building local pride in local community stories 

Improving capacity, skills and understanding of digital connectivity 

 

We are now putting the call out for people who would like to be involved in this project.    Participants would 
need to be willing to have students interview them, film them or voice record them.  They would need to be 
willing to potentially have students visit them, they need to be willing to potentially lend objects for an exhibi-
tion (this would of course be mutually decided upon) and they would need to be open to sharing their stories.  
We are extremely excited about the prospects of this project that gives our students the opportunity to be-
come researchers and story tellers working alongside our community and Museum Victoria.  If you would like 
to be involved or know of anyone you could ask to be involved, please let Eron know as soon as possible by 
email chapman.eron.l@edumail.vic.gov.au or by calling the school.    We are keen to get moving. 
 

 Strathbogie Shire becomes a Refugee Welcome Zone  
Strathbogie Shire has officially become a Refugee Welcome Zone, after the declaration was 
signed by Mayor Amanda McClaren recently.  
The initiative was developed by the Refugee Council of Australia in 2002 and there are now 
over 140 official Welcome Zones across the country, 40 of which are Victorian.  
Mayor Amanda McClaren and her fellow Councillors attended the Welcome Scroll, an initiative of Rural Aus-
tralians for Refugees (RAR), when it came to Euroa on Tuesday 4 July to celebrate the endorsement of the 
initiative.  
Becoming a Welcome Zone is a commitment to embracing and showing compassion and empathy to refugees 
who integrate into the community.  
This is central to Council’s vision of building flourishing communities and the values of respect and inclusion 
driving the new Council Plan.  
The drive to support this initiative came from Council’s consultation sessions through their ‘Let’s Talk- We are 
Listening’ campaign held earlier this year.  
Cr McClaren said she was honoured to officially adopt the community driven initiative.  
“It became clear through the conversation cafes held in the eight townships that becoming a Refugee Wel-
come Zone was something incredibly important to the Strathbogie Shire community,” she said.  
Cr McClaren explained that this declaration is also “an opportunity to acknowledge the contributions refugees 
have made to Australian society.”  
The pledge also promotes cultural and religious diversity and builds social cohesion throughout the communi-
ty.  
“One of the biggest strengths of our Shire is its strong sense of community and this commitment further 
acknowledges that we are a welcoming, friendly and inclusive place to live and work,” Cr McClaren said.  
Ruth Fluhr, coordinator of the Strathbogie Shire RAR said “a friendly, helping hand makes a huge difference in 
the transition of people to a new, productive life in a new country.”  
“Diversity within community is a true strength, and Strathbogie Shire stands to receive many gifts in extending 
a welcome to people with an urgent desire to improve their lives and to contribute to their new community,” 
Ruth said.   
(Contributed by Anthony Cini on behalf of Strathbogie Shire) 



CALLING FOR VOLUNTEER AWARD NOMINATIONS  
The Andrews Labor Government is urging people to nominate hard-working volunteers from Northern Victo-
ria in this year’s Victorian Premier’s Volunteer Champions Awards. 
Labor Upper House Member for Northern Victoria, Jaclyn Symes, said the prestigious awards will recognise 
up to 60 volunteers of different ages and cultural backgrounds, in the categories of Leadership, Impact, Ser-
vice, and Teamwork. 
The Premier’s Volunteer of the Year, Dame Elizabeth Murdoch Award will be selected from all award recipi-
ents and will receive a $10,000 Government donation to a charity of their choice. 
The Government allocated $145,000 in the Victorian Budget 2017/18 to strengthen and diversify the volun-
teering sector by researching new ways to promote and recruit volunteers. 
Victoria’s volunteer sector is worth more than $23 billion to the state economy, a figure that is expected to 

increase to $42 billion by 2021. 

“Country people don’t shy away from lending a hand and giving back to the community, which is why we 
have more than 1.5 million volunteers across the state – this is a chance to say thank you,” Ms Symes said. 
“These awards celebrate the tireless work of our volunteers, and I encourage all Northern Victorians to con-
sider nominating someone they know who is making a real difference in the community. 
“These awards are just one of the ways that people in country Victoria can celebrate the selfless work of our 
volunteering community. 
“Last year’s awards attracted nominations from a range of different sectors, and I look forward to recognis-
ing more hard-working volunteers from Northern Victoria this year.” 
The Victorian Premier’s Volunteer Champions Awards ceremony will be held in December, to coincide with 
the International Day of the Volunteer. 
Award nominations close on 14 August at 5pm. 
To nominate a volunteer or for more information, visit: www.volunteer.vic.gov.au/awards 

Received from Jaclyn Symes Office (MLC Northern Victoria) 

The sun was hot already - it was only 8 o'clock 

the cocky took off in his Ute, to go and check his stock. 
He drove around the paddocks checking wethers, ewes 
and lambs, 
the float valves in the water troughs, the windmills on the 
dams 

  

He stopped and turned a windmill on to fill a water tank 

and saw a ewe down in the dam, a few metres from the 
bank. 
"Typical bloody sheep," he thought, "they have no com-
mon sense, 
they won't go through a gateway but they'll jump a bloody 
fence." 
  

The ewe was stuck down in the mud, he knew without a 
doubt 
she'd stay there 'til she carked it if he didn't get her out. 
But when he reached the water's edge, the startled ewe 
broke free 

and in her haste to get away, began a swimming spree. 
  

He reckoned once her fleece was wet, the weight would 
drag her down 

if he didn't rescue her, the stupid sod would drown. 
Her style was unimpressive, her survival chances slim, 
he saw no other option, he would have to take a swim. 
  

He peeled his shirt and singlet off, his trousers, boots and 
socks 

and as he couldn't stand wet clothes, he also shed his 
jocks. 
He jumped into the water and away that cocky swam 

he caught up with her somewhere near the middle of the 
dam. 

  

The ewe was quite evasive, she kept giving him the slip 

he tried to grab her sodden fleece but couldn't get a grip. 
At last he got her to the bank and stopped to catch his 
breath 

she showed him little gratitude for saving her from death. 
  

She took off like a Bondi tram around the other side 

he swore next time he caught that ewe he'd hang her 
bloody hide. 
Then round and round the dam they ran, although he felt 
quite puffed 

he still thought he could run her down, she must be nearly 
stuffed… 

  

The local stock rep came along, to pay a call that day, 
he knew this bloke was on his own, his wife had gone 
away. 
He didn't really think he'd get fresh scones for morning tea 

but neither was he ready for what he was soon to see. 
  

He rubbed his eyes in disbelief at what came into view 

for running down the catchment came this frantic-looking 
ewe. 
And on her heels in hot pursuit and wearing not a stitch 

the farmer yelling wildly, "Come back here, you lousy ***!" 
  

The stock rep didn't hang around, he took off in his car 
the cockie’s reputation has been damaged near and far. 
So, bear in mind the Work Safe rule when next you check 
your flocks 

spot the hazard, assess the risk and always wear your 
jocks! 
 

Contributed by Helen Kennett 
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