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also on-line at www.strathbogie.org 

WINTERMAN 
 

Join us in celebrating the  
shortest day of the Year 

 
When: Friday 22nd June - after lunch for construction 
and the Winterman will be lit at 6pm. 
 

Where: David and Libby Hamilton’s, Bullagreen, Strathbogie Rd 
 

Bring: Your creative ideas, and any of this years harvest, prunings etc, 
and straw. And chairs and something to eat and drink. 
 

For more info phone Sim: 57905139, Dave: 57905235 or David 
Hamilton: 57905214  

REPORT OF THE GOODS AND SERVICES AUCTION 

On Saturday 19th May the hills were alive with the sound of  “Can you go 
one more? I think you can.”  These were the words of Col Broughton at the 
Strathbogie School Goods and Services Auction as he and the 150 strong 
crowd helped to raise more than $20 000 on the night.  The night was the 
culmination of 3 months intensive planning by Sandra Barns, Jane Brough-
ton and Sonia Chapman, drawing on their skills of persuasion and local 
knowledge to gain 100s of items and services to auction.  The range was 
amazing from soil testing to kimonos, heaters to baking weekends, sporting 
memorabilia to wines and a very special one off footy jumper from Paul 
Chapman of the Geelong Football Club (his personal 150th commemora-
tive jumper signed by the 2012 team and the name of every player who has 
ever donned the blue and white hoops in the club’s history).  Trailer loads of wood were very popular as the cold 
night air enveloped the Strathbogie Hall. 
The spirit of the night was evident as guests arrived—the cold nipping at their toes but warm smiles and greetings 
at the door gave all the impression we were in for a fun night on the Tableland. The Supper Room, warm and co-
sy, was the spot for people to catch up while sampling local wines before our MC, Andrew Townsend, called the 
evening to order and introduced Mayor Mick Williams and Councillor Neil Murray.  Representing the Shire, the 
two spoke on how important it is for local communities to support their schools and presented a $500 cheque to 
help towards our fundraising for covered walkways.  It was a great way to begin the evening and Col Broughton 
took hold of the microphone and got things underway.  (con’t page 3) 

What’s on 
June 1st - 5.30-7pm Website train-
ing at the school 
June 8th - 5.30-7pm Website train-
ing at the school 
June 18th - 7.00pm - STAG Meet-
ing at the Hall - all welcome 
June 22nd - Winter Man + BBQ 
June 30th - Stone Tools workshop - 
see inside for details. 
July 6th - 6pm Shire Community 
Grant Applications close. 
August 11th - Bush Dance 
 
Every Thursday 7pm - Badminton at 
the Strathbogie Hall. Ph Sandra 
57905218 
Every Second and Forth Sunday - 
Church service at Strathbogie 
Church - 11.30am 
Fortnightly - Guided Meditation—
2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month, 
7pm—ph Julie 57905356 
Fortnightly—Strathbogie Knitting 
Group 7pm. Ph Robyn 0408 529773 
or Deb 57905398  
Every Wednesday -  Material Girls - 
10am - Rec Ground - BYO lunch. 
Newcomers welcome - Ph Jenny 
Walker 57905111 or Jill Smith 
57905159 
Second Sunday of month - 2 - 5pm 
Strathbogie Art Group 
Every Wednesday - 7.30pm Strath-
bogie Singing Group - St Andrews 
Church - (except in the School Holi-
days) Di Mackrell 57905241 
Every Fourth Sunday 9-11am - 
Friends of the Bridge to Bridge. New 
members always welcome. 

Website Training: Following on from the successful relaunch of the 
Strathbogie Community website there will be a series of training ses-
sions for everyone to learn how to register to use the website and post 
messages. Representatives from community groups will be shown how 
to manage their pages including updating information, adding photos 
etc. There will be several training sessions. The first of these will be 
held on Friday 1st June between 5.30-7.00 pm at the school. The second 
will be on Thursday 8th June -  same time and place.  Other sessions 
will be scheduled as required. 



Weeds a Problem?  
 

Call Dennis Taylor  5790 5144  
or 0429 190 807 

 

“Discounted rates for Strathbogie Tableland  
Landcare Group members!” 
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GEOFF HOL-
FORD   

BUILDER-
CARPENTER 

Builder’s registra-
tion No DBU-552  
Member H.I.A. 511496 
Phone 57908602 or 0408597166 

●New Homes ●Extensions  
●Renovations ●All types of 
building work undertaken 

Deadline  - 22nd June. Email: tablelandtalk@gmail.com, ph 57905203,  
post PO Box 23 Strathbogie, or leave contributions at the store. The TT team. 

Strathbogie  

Memorial Hall  

Available for hire— $70 with $250 
refundable deposit in case carpet 

cleaning is required. Bookings contact 
person is Kim Usher  

Ph 5790 5345 

Do you need 
a Justice of  
the Peace? 

 

• Neil Barter 
20 Magiltan Dve 
57905349 
 

• Chris Thomson 
‘Aberdeen’ 
57905340 
 

• Ross Walker 
Brookleigh Rd 
57905111 

Session 
times 
Saturdays 
8 pm  
Sunday’s 
4 pm 

Euroa Cinema 
 

June 2 & 3 
“Salmon Fishing in Yemen” (M) 
June 9 & 10 
“The Lucky One” (M) 
June 16 & 17 
“The Five Year Engagement” (MA) 
June 23 & 24 
“The Way” (PG) 
June 29, 30 & July1st 
“The Avengers” (M) 
 

Tickets: $9,  
children under school age free. 

Strathbogie Recreation Ground 
All bookings are to be made with Kim Usher 57905345 

NATURAL HUMATE FERTILZERS 

 

  

Technological Leaders In The Manufacture Of 

Wholistic  Humate Fertilizers, Give Your Soil 

The Balance It Deserves.  Contact,  Colin Hill  

(03)58655127 Or Brian Law on (03)57908555. 

www.vicmill.com. Email, info@vicmill  
 

NEED A 
BULL?? - 
Don’t want to 
buy one yet? 
Hire one for  
6-8 weeks.  
Charolais or 
Angus. Ready 
to work. Will 
deliver in local 
area.  
Ph Dennis 
57905144 or 
0429190807 

Mobile  
Library  

dates for  
Strathbogie  
at the Hall 
every 2nd  
Saturday,   

9.30 - 12 noon 
    9th and 23rd June. 



(cont’d from front page) With so many eager bidders in the room, Russell Mawson had joined Col and Da-
vid Hamilton on the stage as a third spotter.  We are all still trying to figure out just how Col does it-
maintaining his voice, making sense and holding bids and order. Before long Kim Usher’s delicious weber 
cooked lamb and beef with copious amounts of warming vegies and gravy were being devoured.  Bidding 
resumed and there were lots of  laughs and calls of encouragement from others on the floor at various times 
which saw the prices rise.   
After another short break for dessert Col picked up the microphone yet again and took us through to the 
end—around 150 items were sold in the main auction and just under 50 in the silent auction.  As the silent 
auctions were finalised the raffle for the Soil Testing or Slow Cooker was drawn and the winner was John 
Pearce who chose the soil testing.  The second draw went to Brian Buckley who declined the win (he al-
ready has 3 slow cookers at home).  After a 3rd and final draw, the slow cooker went to Russell and Gerry 
Mawson. 
 

As people headed home with their goodies under their arms and the Hall became a bit quieter we heard lots 
of great things about how much people had enjoyed the night … we even heard the question “When do you 
think the next one will be?” 
 

The great success of an event such as this can only be put down to the amazing contributions of time, skill 
and determination of volunteers.  We have many to thank beyond those who donated items for auction. 
Thanks to: 
Before the night: Ken, Leanne, Sim and Damien for setting up tables. Jane Broughton and Janine Palmer 
for collating goods into packages and finalising items on Friday night until 3am on Saturday morning. 
On the day: Diana Hand, Sonia and Jess Chapman, Brenda and Emily Law, Kate, Molly and Sim Ayres, 
Maggie, Hannah, Lucy and Jane Broughton, Janine Palmer, Sandra Barns, Lachy McDonald, Fiona McIn-
tosh, and Jouana McKeachie for setting up tables, displaying pictures, and dressing the stage with auction 
items.  
On the night: Di Harvey and Leanne McMaster for assisting Kim in the kitchen; Brenda Law, Andrew Barns, 
and Fiona McIntosh for washing and drying dishes, Terry Frewin and Kate Long for serving food; Sandra 
Barns and Sonia Chapman for working on the door and selling raffle tickets, Molly and Finn Ayres for raffle 
ticket sales, Andrew Townsend for MC, Russell Mawson and David Hamilton for spotting, Col Broughton for 
calling bids, and Kate Palmer and Jane Broughton for all the auction paperwork. 
The next day clean-up: Brian and Rod Law, Eleanor Barns, Lachy and David McDonald, Jouana, Chris and 
Ada McKeachie, Sim, Kate and Molly Ayres, Kim Usher and Leanne McMaster. 

To our three amazing organisers, Sandra 
Barns, Sonia Chapman and Jane Brough-
ton we cannot thank you enough for your 
tireless efforts over the past 3 months of 

organising.   
We are glad you were able to find time on 
the night to sit back, relax a bit and enjoy 
seeing all of the hard work pay off in such 
an amazing way.  The school and the Ta-
bleland are lucky 

Strathbogie Tableland Community Directory 2nd Edition. You should have received a copy of the re-
cently updated Strathbogie Tableland Community Directory with this edition of Tableland Talk. If you did 
not receive a copy you can pick one up from the school or store. Copies were printed for each household 
with a 03 57905xxx and 03 57908xxx phone number. If you have more than one copy and you don’t need 
the extras please drop them in to school as numbers are limited.  



-FARMERS- PRIVATE STOCK (BEEF & LAMB) 
 SLAUGHTERED CUT AND PACKED TO YOUR 

REQUIREMENTS ON SITE 
 

PH: STEVE’S MOBILE BUTCHERS  
0418 573 457 

KANGA LOADER HIRE 
Dry or Wet Hire in Strath-

bogie,  
Euroa and surrounds. 

Local delivery.  
Hire half, full or a special 

two day rate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Trencher                  
4 in 1 Bucket 
Post Hole Digger                     
Carryall  
Leveller  
Brendon Rowe 

P: 0423 003 565 
P: 5790 5356 
E: load-
erhire@bigpond.com 

ISA Brown 
Point of Lay Pullets 

Friendly, laying 
hens 

 Ideal for backyards 
$17 each 

Phone Mark or Wendy 
5790 8523 

www.freerangehens.com.au 
 

SWANPOOL CINEMA 
June 1 - 3 - “A Seperation” (PG)  
  & “This must be the Place” (M) 
June 8 - 10 - “The Artist” (PG)  
  & “The Ides of March” (M) 
June 15 - 17 = “Coriolanus” (M) & “The Grey” (MA) 
June 22 - 24 - “The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel” (PG)  

  & “Martha, Marcy, May, Marlene” (MA) 
June 29 & July 1st - “My Week with Marilyn” (M)  
 & “J.Edgar” (M) - note no screening on 30th June 
 
 

Start Times - Friday and Saturday 7.30pm and Sunday 
6.00pm - Double feature: $12.50/$10 
 

Franz Kloft 
Mechanical Repairs 

Phone 5795 2910 
38 Railway Street, Euroa 

Repairs & service of vehicles 
Tyres 

Windscreen Repairs & Replace-
ment 

Brakes, Exhausts 
Wheel alignments 

Automatic Transmission 

CALL IN FOR FREE 

QUOTES 

 

Suppliers of all your  
BATTERY NEEDS  

for: 
• Cars 
• Ride-on Mowers 
• Farm & Industrial 
• 4WDs 
• Trucks 
• Motor Cycles 
• Deep Cycle 
 
You will be pleased with 

how our prices compare 

We received this letter by mail, and we are wonder-

ing if anyone can help. 

 

The Editor, “Tableland Talk” 
 

Dear Sir/Madam 
 I am writing with a request in the hope that your 
readers might be able to help me.I am trying to 
track down a niece of mine Ethel McReady 
whom I believe may be living up the hills in 
your area. Many Years have passed since we 
were in touch but I think I may be her last living 
Relative and due to failing health would like to 
catch up with her soon. I understand that she is a 
Nurse who cares for the elderly. I don’t have a 
Fixed Address at the moment so perhaps any 
replies could come to you and I’ll stay in touch 
that way. Many thanks and best wishes. 
 

Alfred “Spike” McReady (89) 
 

PS It has been suggested that I should also place 

this request on the Strathbogie Wide World In-

tenet but I don’t know how to do this. Could you 

please oblige? 

This newsletter is entirely made up 

of contributions. Contributions to 

this newsletter are published as a 

forum for public discussion. The 

opinions expressed are the opin-

ions of the contributors and obvi-

ously not necessarily the opinions 

of the TT team. By publishing con-

tributions this newsletter does not 

give its authority to the truth or 

validity of the material contained 

in contributions. Readers are re-

minded that all contributions 

MUST bear the name and address 

of the writer.  



STRATHBOGIE BADMINTON 
Strathbogie Badminton practice nights begin-
ning again on every Thursday at 7pm at the 
Strathbogie Hall. 
Please come along as we need to get sporting 
things going again in Bogie. Support our town 
& our kids. Phone Sandra - 5790 5218 

Strathbogie Art Group 
When its on: The second Sunday of every month 
Where: at the Rec Ground. 
Time: 2-5pm 
What to bring: Your art stuff and creative thinking 
Ph Themeda 5790 5186 

The recent “Love Where You Live” dinner was a 
great success with around 75 locals attending. 
Jon Frederick came all the way from Timboon to 
launch the updated strathbogie.org website and 
give a short address about his experiences of com-
munity involvement. The take home message from 
Jon’s talk was “get involved; if you want something 
to happen, jump in and help make it happen, don’t 
wait for someone else to do it.” 
 

The communication sub-committee demonstrated 
the new website using new projection equipment. 
This equipment has been purchased from the 
Shire’s annual allocation to Strathbogie Tableland 
Action Group (STAG) and will enable community 
film nights to take place at the hall. 
 

Short presentations from members of 18 of the 26 
different groups that exist on the Tableland fol-
lowed. 
Anna Reyneke from the group, Material Girls, pre-
sented a beautiful quilted wall hanging to the Me-
morial Hall committee for use in the hall. The quilt 
was on display on the night. The Strathbogie Sing-
ers gave a surprise rendition of the song “Home I’ll 
Be”, with words changed to suit Strathbogie. 
 

Over dinner, people discussed what they love 
about living on the Tableland and what they think 
the strengths of the Tableland are. We went on to 
talk about what we would like to see happen over 
the next 10yrs in our community. People wrote 
down project ideas and read these out to the whole 
group. Ideas were voted on using ‘dot democracy’. 
 

The dinner was delicious lasagne made by our 
wonderful Kim, with fruit and cheese for dessert. 
The new community directory was a special take 
home gift for all who came. 
 

So what do we love?? 
People love the natural environment – fresh air, wa-
ter, granite rocks, native wildlife, landscape, cli-
mate, and peace and quiet all got a big tick. Anoth-
er thing people love is the strong community life of 
the Tableland. They value the friendliness, the 
safety, the opportunities to participate and being 
made to feel welcome. All of these things were also 
viewed as strengths, along with the town’s people 
and diversity as well as the history, facilities, school 
and small population. 
 

 

And what do we want to see in 10 yrs time? 
A long list of things people want to see happen over 
the next 10 years was created by those present. 
There was a strong emphasis on preserving the 
natural environment and ways to do this (eg pest 
and weed control, water use). A strong theme to 
emerge was the importance of keeping our old-
er folk living up here through things like age 
appropriate housing and transport assistance. 
Another theme was public transport and a wish for 
a local community bus, car sharing group and bike 
path from Euroa to Bogie. Local history was consid-
ered very important. 
 

Thirty-five project ideas included a number of ‘old 
favourites’ (things that have come up on previous 
action plans and not yet been achieved) such as a 
community bus, public toilets in the main street, 
sealing the Merton/Strathbogie Rd and completing 
the walking path from Spring Ck to Magiltan Drive. 
Other project ideas included: 
• forming a Friends  of Mt Wombat Group 
• establishing a camping facility at the Rec 

Ground or the Golf Club 
• opening a walking track beside Waterhouse 

Weir to the bottom of Charman Falls 
• nights lights for the tennis courts 
• transport for elderly/disabled residents 
• establishment of 24hr Emergency medical 

facilities in Euroa/Violet Town 
• retrofitting the Memorial Hall with energy effi-

ciency and warmth in mind 
• transcribing the oral history and history days 

– listening to older residents tell stories over 
lunch 

• an organic produce store that includes 
SCOFF 

• an art group where artists come together to 
work on their art projects 

 

Where to from here? 
The information gained from the evening is being 
collated and a new Action Plan for Strathbogie Ta-
bleland will be out soon. Those who attended will 
be sent the draft plan and other information as soon 
as it is available. It will also be on the STAG page 
of the website. If you were not able to come to the 
dinner and would like this information sent to you 
please either drop a note into the STAG pigeon 
hole at the Post Office or send an email to feed-
back@strathbogie.org 
 

Community dinner – Love Where You Live? 
So what took place? 



The Strathbogie Cemetery 
At the recent “Love where you Live” evening, Graeme Dash spoke 
about the Cemetery Trust, but didn’t get his story finished. There 
is a multitude of information. Here is Graeme’s story: 
In March 1881 it was decided to establish a cemetery at Strath-
bogie. The first burial took place in 1889. Graeme’s grandfather 
Steve Dash was the first paid gravedigger at Strathbogie Ceme-
tery. He received the equivalent of $1 or $2, and he often told 
Graeme’s father that he did not mind if he had to dig a grave eve-
ry day because it was very good money.  
The cemetery was all trees, stumps, wattles and bracken fern with 
plenty of wombat burrows, so it was basically a case of digging 
where you could. 
The cemetery originally was divided up into 4 denominations - 
Methodists, Presbyterians, Church of England and Catholic. Out-
side the fenced area was for strangers. 
The cemetery fell into a state of disrepair and money was willed 
by the late John Rathmore for upkeep and maintenance.  
Sometime in the 1940’s or 1950’s the cemetery was thought to be 
closed. The records were handed to the Euroa Shire for safe 
keeping, but those records have never been found. Shortly after 
this it was Gazetted as being open with plots being $20, and the 
caretaker Secretary Mr Jack Smith had numerous enquiries from 
people to purchase plots. 
A public meeting was held in the 1990’s for new trustees. There is 
one living trustee from the old group, Mr Harry Broughton. 
The trust had the names of deceased people in the cemetery, but 
did not know where they were, as there were no records. The 
trust went to great lengths to find where the people were buried, 
and a diviner was employed (the late Mr Keith Levy) and he found 
many grave sites. Our secretary, Anne Simpson, found a compa-
ny in Sydney that does ground penetrating radar, and the trust 
employed the GPR and found even more sites (you can see pho-
tos and read about this on the website www.strathbogie.org). 
There is a Cremation Garden now available for ashes. There are 
approximately 50 burials and 120-130 pre-purchased plots. 
The Strathbogie Cemetery is run under very strict guidelines from 
three government departments. If anyone has any questions 
about the cemetery, phone Graeme Dash 57905 341 

Paul Chapman – GFC 
Peppers Resort Moonah Links 
“Steam Matic” Carpet Cleaning 
Shire of Strathbogie 
Violet Town Bush Nursing Centre 
Bernie Cummins 
Books @ Yarck 
Garden Cottage B&B 
Mansfield Zoo 
Euroa Vet Clinic 
Hospitality Textiles 
Loris Broughton 
Ellen Conroy  
Kate Hand 
Sonia & Dan Chapman 
Sandra Barns & David McDonald 
Nola Dudley 
Fashion Jam 
Euroa Grace & Glamour 

Choices by Thomson’s – Euroa 
Thomson’s Retravision – Euroa 
NEC Real Estate 
Colin & Jane Broughton 
Julie & Andrew Barns 
Melbourne Football Club 
Essendon Football Club 
Hawthorn Football Club 
Melbourne Storm 
Walters Passenger Service  
Andrew & Penny Gleadow 
Strathbogie Golf Club 
Dr. Bill Sykes MP 
Nick & Louise Palmer 
Russell Barns 
Murray River Paddle Steamers 
Amaroo 
Thomson Motors – Euroa 
Euroa Pharmacy 

Illoura  
Kerrie’s Kitchen 
Euroa Jewellers 
John Spencer 
Our Emporium 
Sovereign Hill 
BPACC – Benalla 
Violet Town Post Office 
Toni Down & Hugh Campbell 
CBA – Euroa 
Violet Town Hairdressing 
Violet Town Café 
ECEC   
 Violet Town Chemist 
Violet Town Antiques 
Ramage Rural 
VRCAmanda Elliott 
All Terrain Weed Control (continued) 
  

There are loads of people to thank for the Goods and Services all of whom were generous in 
their support. We fully support our local businesses and services but if you are looking outside the local 
area, please consider supporting one of our many supporters, Strathbogie Campus. 

Briefly … 
 

by Donmil 

 
“Donmil’s offerings seem to be get-
ting shorter and shorter”, said 
the critic. Admitted – loss of inspira-
tion, perhaps, or declining attention 
span. But Donmil has been heartened 
by coming across a spirited defence 
of brevity, by none other than the 
inimitable Dr Seuss. In part: 
  
 

It has often been said 
there’s so much to be read 
you never can cram 
all those words in your head. 
  
So the writer who breeds 
more words than he needs 
is making a chore 
for the reader who reads. 
  
That’s why my belief is 
the briefer the brief is 
the greater the sigh 
of the reader’s relief is 



Unusual Rocks – Stone Tools of the Strathbogies 
A few years ago I found an unusual rock in a wetland at Boho South. It was obviously not local 
rock and also showed signs of being worked, chipped. After making some enquiries I found out it 
was a piece of rock known as Mt William Greenstone, a hard metamorphic stone known to have 
been widely used and traded by Indigenous people throughout SE Australia. And indeed, the 
rock is what’s known as a ‘horsehoof core’, fine-grained, very hard, yet brittle rock that is repeat-
edly struck and chipped to make sharp flakes and knives. I then recalled another stone artefact, 
a stone-axe, which had been shown to me years ago. More recently, I’ve had the privilege of 
seeing an amazing private collection of stone artefacts from the southern Strathbogies, though I 
assumed at the time that it was a unique collection – I hadn’t heard of anything similar up this 
way, though I haven’t really been here for that long. 
 
However, after asking around a bit I’ve learned that, in fact, there are many people up here that 
have found stone artefacts on their land, usually from ploughing or ripping that unearths buried 
rock. Some folk have been generous enough to let me photograph these artefacts and I’ve post-
ed some of these pictures on a website (http://tinyurl.com/srcmnstonetools). 
 
There is little written about Aborigines in the local history books, other than to say they rarely 
ventured into the Ranges. Its also a long time since they were driven off this land, so there may 
be little or no direct memory of Aboriginal-European contact up here. Still, just as I’m interested 
in knowing how the land I live on now was used 50 and 100 years ago, I also want to better un-
derstanding of how Aborigines utilized this land, where they lived, how long they stayed and how 
many people occupied this area during their several thousand years of occupation. For all those 
who are interested, come along to this community event 
 

‘Stone Tools of the Strathbogie Ranges  
Region’  

 
Saturday June 30, 2012, 12 pm to 4 pm. 

 
 

At the Euroa Arboretum 
BBQ Lunch 

Taungurong campfire discussion 
Stone tool workshop 

Local ‘collections’ 
Local stories 

RSVP essential 
 
Our aim on the day is to learn, connect, share and 
explore. If you have artefacts and want to learn 
more about them, bring them along, then take them 
home again for safe-keeping. No one will make any 
claims on items you bring along. 
 
For more, call: Janet (5790 4268), or Bert (5790 8606), 
or visit  strathbogierangescmn.com/ 
 
 

Presented by the Strathbogie Ranges Conservation Management Network and the Euroa Arboretum.  
 



Expression of Interest   Butterfly Festival Art Exhibition 

Lepidoptera  
 

This exhibition celebrates the beautiful and ephemeral invertebrate Family 
“Lepidoptera” (Moths and Butterflies). Aside from their beauty these insects also 

provide critical ecosystem services such as pollination in agricultural, bushland and 
urban landscapes. They in turn are an important food source for birds and other fauna.  

 
Artists are invited to submit ideas for works which:  

 
• Are inspired by invertebrates such as Moths and Butterflies  
• May also explore conceptually some of the broader issues around ecosystem services, bio-

diversity, climate change, food security and changing land use patterns  across Australia 
 
Exhibition Dates: Nov 17-25, 2012 
Exhibition Venues: “Sheilainc”, 52-54 Binney St, Euroa; The Euroa Arboretum; other sites pending 
consultation and agreement with artists, shopkeepers and The Strathbogie Council 
The exhibition is auspiced by the Strathbogie Ranges Conservation Management Network and 
will co-incide with the “Butterfly Festival” community forum.  For images and information about But-
terflies and Moths in the Strathbogie’s go to the excellent websites; “Strathbogie Ranges- Nature 
View ” and “Strathbogie Ranges Conservation Management Network” 
 

 
Expression of Interest Form 
(Please submit form by May 31) 
 

Name:  
 

Postal address:  
 

Email address: 
 

Phone contact: 
 

Brief description of proposed work (up to 100 words): (Please describe proposed concept, medium, 
size and preferred location for display. Sketches of proposed work welcome. If you already have a work that 
may be suitable please attach a printed photo or enclose a CD with the image or email an attachment to the 
address below together with this form) 
 

 

 

 

Please email your application to landscapeart@fernhills.com.au or post to 35 Little Victoria St, Fitzroy, 3065   
 

For more info contact:  Penny Algar landscapeart@fernhills.com.au Mb; 0439 381 132   
    Janet Hagen; jhagen@harboursat.com.au Tel;  5790 4268 
  



Stargazing in Strathbogie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the 6th June, Venus will pass across the face of the Sun for the second time in a 
decade and the last time this century. The last time was on the 8th of june 2004, the next 
one after this will be on the 11th of December 2117. 
As with all solar observations, extreme care is needed to ensure eye safety. Never look 
directly at the Sun. One of the most widely available filters for safe solar viewing is a 
number 14 welder’s glass. 
Venus will appear as a small black dot moving very slowly across the face of the sun. if 
you can see a 2 milimetre dot on white paper from 7 metres away, then you should be 
able to see Venus.   
Binoculars or a telescope can also be used to project a magnified image of the Sun onto 
a white card, but you must avoid the temptation of using these to look directly at the Sun.  
 
Information from Australian sky & telescope (David Joyce) 

 
 

8:16am 

8:34am 11:30am 

2:26pm 

2:44pm 

VIOLET TOWN COMMUNITY HOUSE - Ph Helen 57981288 
Meet and Greet - 11am Thursday 14th June, join us for a hearty soup! 
Bush Poetry.  Join Rhonda Tallnash (Winner of the Jack Riley Heritage Award for the poem most suita-
ble for ‘Banjo’s Country’ at the 2012 National Bush Poetry Championships) for a 3 session bush poetry 
writing and performance group. Three sessions will cover ; cultivating ideas, planning, writing in rhyme 
with a suitable meter, editing work and performance skills.  The final session will be a chance to perform 
a piece and have it critiqued.  Attendance at all three sessions is desirable.  The fee is @ $40 per head 
for the three sessions – which covers contribution to venue, refreshments and  tutor fee. 
Dates for workshops are; 12th July / 19th July / 2nd August / 7.00pm to 8.30 on Thursday evenings 
at the atmospheric Golf Clubhouse in Violet Town. Please enrol before 28th June, and pay a 50% deposit 
to secure your place and the numbers for this unique program! 
BBQ/YOUTH-GROUP/PARENT catchup - 5 to 6pm on Friday the 29th of June, ie the last day of term. 
Bus trip to ‘Zone’ in Bendigo - With gold passes , which cover; Go Karts, Lazer Tag, roller skating, mini 
golf, outdoor maze. Tuesday the 3rd of July - $35 per person 



Support the development of children  
Training from the childcare package, here at the cosy woodfire heated family 
friendly room at Violet Town Community House. 
This program will introduce you to basic concepts relating to child develop-
ment. This will be a fun, interactive, practical , no pressure program for 
parents and their children.. It will help you discover ways to support the 
physical, social, emotional, psychological, language, creative and cognitive 
development of children, and also focus on your wellbeing as a busy parent.   
Madonna Logue an experienced  professional and grandmother will lead the group , assisted by Megan 
from ‘small talk’ , to enable some timeout moments for the parents. Workshops held;  6 consecutive Mon-
days, 10.30-12.30.  
We will provide yummy vt pizza and homemade soup afterward, Starting on Monday 28th of May. 
We need 6 parents to take up this opportunity for the course to run!  
Please talk to Helen or Sarina  for details , and consider being a part of this life skills enriching experience, 
and don’t worry that you may have missed the first session. 
 We are asking for a contribution of a tiny $15! But do not worry if you can’t afford this! 
HAPPY CHILDREARING!    Ph VT Community House 57981288 

STAG meeting Report 
 
The STAG (Strathbogie Tableland Action Group) committee met on Monday 21st May at the Me-
morial Hall to work on the new action plan and follow up from the ‘Love Where You Live’ communi-
ty dinner. The draft action plan, together with summaries of all discussions and a list of projects will 
be sent to those who attended in the next week or so. Committee members will also be contacting 
those people who put their names down to work on a project or an idea and will connect you with 
others who may be interested in the same thing. One group has already gotten going since the din-
ner and you will read more about that elsewhere in Tableland Talk.  
 
Check out the community noticeboard for info on projects proposed at the dinner. 
 
STAG is available to assist groups on the Tableland to apply for funding so please make contact 
with STAG if your group wants to seek funding for something. 
Other things that happened at the meeting were: 

• Carol Crowe and Peter Boyd co-opted onto the committee to take up the roles of minute 
secretary and assistant treasurer 

• David Hamilton reported on the road sub-committee’s efforts to have the speed reduced 
from 80kmph to 60kmph on the approach to Strathbogie township from Euroa-Strathbogie 
Rd. David will also follow up on the recent erection of signage for the town’s Place of Last 
Resort being placed at the entrance to the golf club rather than in the Main Street. 

• Decision was made to purchase Australian made products and/or local products wherever 
possible. 

 

THE NEXT MEETING OF STAG WILL BE ON MONDAY 18TH JUNE, 7pm, IN THE SOLDIER’S 
ROOM AT THE MEMORIAL HALL.  

ALL WELCOME. 

Supporters of the Goods and Ser-
vices Auction (con’t) 
Bursons Auto 
Burls Transport – Euroa 
Martins Garage – Mansfield 
Weirs Stud 
Australia Post – Euroa 
J.T’s Trees Ancona 
Merton Mini Mix 
Kylie Penny 
Joma Alpaca Stud 

Alberts – Euroa 
Gillian Buckley 
Euroa Hot Bread 
Everyday Cleaning Supplies 
Brian & Brenda Law 
Vicmill 
Anthony Delahey 
Tristan Rozema 
Margaret Parkinson  
GMCU – Benalla 
Craig & Fiona McIntosh 

Burton Stores – Euroa 
Kate Palmer 
Giggle Kids 
Pets on Parade 
High St Cycles 
Tackleworld 
United Tools 
The Flooring Giant 
Shepparton Budget Tyres 
Honda – Shepparton 
Okes Toy Warehouse 



 HEALTH SNAPS!  

Snapshots for improved Wellbeing.  
 
A free program to give you information and ideas for better health. FamilyCare, Carer Support Services 
are presenting this FREE Wellbeing Program, to assist with stress,  
relaxation, exercise, and nutrition. The program involves two sessions on 2 consecutive Thursdays. Inter-
ested people can attend a single session or can attend on both days.  
 
Who can attend: All interested persons over 50 years of age, particularly:  
  •all carers at any stage of the caring role  
  •family carers continuing their caring role in the Residential Aged Care Setting.  
 
Dates: 21.6.12 – Session 1 – Physical Health Snaps  
  28.6.12 – Session 2 – Mind Health Snaps  
 
Time: 1.30pm to 3.30pm  
 
Venue:  Community Centre, Riverside Plaza,  
  G V Highway, Shepparton  
 
RSVP:  Contact: FamilyCare, phone – 5823 7081 Afternoon tea will be provided 
 
Session 1 Overview: Presenters will provide you with tips and tools to assist with physical health, activity and nutrition. The pre-
senters are expert health professionals including an Osteopath, Dietician, Continence Advisor & Podiatrist. Session 2 Overview: 
This session will give you ideas on how to keep your mind active and promotes emotional wellbeing. The presenters will include 
an Occupational Therapist, U3A, Community Group, Life Coach and Social Worker.  
Promoting Social Connections: - Bring a friend - invite your neighbour. Do you know someone who can’t attend because of 
care commitments?  

Respite can be arranged contact FamilyCare, Phone: 5823 7081. This Program has been funded by the 
Department of Health-Hume Region as part of the Transitions of Care Project: Supporting older people 
and carers at all stages of the caring role.  

THANKS FROM STAG 
A big thankyou to everyone who helped make 
the ‘Love Where You Live’ community dinner a 
success. Thanks to our facilitator, our guest 
speaker and our group presenters. Thanks to all 
who came and helped set up the hall, those who 
brought flowers, those who did last minute jobs 
like getting the sound system happening, to all 
the organisation by the communication commit-
tee and the STAG committee, to everyone who 
helped out in the kitchen, especially the dish 
washers and to those who cleaned up after-
wards and those who turned up on Saturday 
morning to clean the hall. Thanks also to every-
one who came along and participated. It was 
great to see a number of new residents as well.  

And remember: Whatever the issue, community is the answer. 

Supporters of the Goods and Ser-
vices Auction (con’t) 
The Good Guys – Shepparton 
4WD Centre Shepparton 
Shepparton City Garden 
Custom Golf 
Drummonds Golf 
Yamaha – Shepparton 
Sports First 
Savilles Hardware 
McCormacks Mountain Trail Rides 
David & Libby Hamilton 

The Scuba Academy 
Liz Scarfe 
Puffing Billy 
Julie Bond 
Virginia Wild  
Neverfail – Craig McIntyre 
Domaine Chandon 
Glenda Gibson 
RM Williams  
Sophie Mirabella MP 
Euroa Motor Inn 
Finches of Beechworth 

Empire Trading 
Mark & Wendy Plowman 
Tammy Kloot  
McCormick Seeds – Euroa 
Jim & Louise Carlisle 
Splitrock – Ml&C Valmorbida 
Loft Cottages – Ballarat 
Olga Walker 
Brendan Hurle 
North East Quik Skips 
Brendan Rowe 
Sim Ayres & Kate Long 



Supporters of the Goods and Ser-
vices Auction (con’t) 
Big 4 Beacon Resort – Queenscliff 
Greg & Jady Roberts 
Phil Schultz 
Ausrural 
Sue Gall 
Tehan, George & Co 
Australian Sports Marketing 
Hip Pocket Work Wear 
Boadles Chaff 
Euroa Corner Store 
Seven Creeks Hotel  
Peppers Moonah Links Resort 
Jolly Swagman Motel – Euroa 
Hunters Rural – Euroa 
Fashion Footwear – Euroa 
Alex’s Country Bargains 
Fare Enough 
Brady & Kibble 
Euroa Arboretum 

Kyabram Fauna Park 
The Bendigo Trust 
Merton General Store 
The Footy Korner 
Kim Usher 
Claude & Jenny Minisini 
Colin Sinclair 
Andrew Cameron 
Maygars Hill – Jenny Houghton 
Kithbrook Estate – Andrew Mackrell 
Violet Town Hardware 
Mansfield Golf Club 
The Pro Shop – Mansfield 
Annabelle James 
Euroa Newsagency 
Landmark – Euroa 
Lupino Italian Restaurant 
Kooyounga Creek Winery 
Cindy Cleeland 
Violet Town Concrete Industries 
Karah Buckley 

David Smith 
The Naturally Made Shop – Euroa 
Fowles Winery – Avenel 
Franz Kloft Mechanics 
Ike & Lorraine Millar 
Cheryl Tempar 
Fox Fertilisers 
Gavin & Lisa Fitzgerald 
Mal Fitzgerald 
Carol Crowe 
Charles & Hazel O’Connor 
Neil Barter 
Taggerty Big 4 Holiday Park 
North by North East Magazine 
Lempiere Fox & Lillie – John Harrison 
Wally Dunn 
Janine Palmer 
Tessa Speller 
Violet Town IGA 
Louise & Jim Carlisle 

We must strongly encourage the Council to use this grant 
money ($7.9m over all Victorian councils) to give the best 
result for the community and the environment, and that land-
owners should also be vigilant in their pest, plant and animal 
control  
Farmers have been given certainty around who is responsi-
ble for controlling roadside weeds and pests, following years 
of lobbying from the Victorian Farmers Federation. 
Local councils will manage pests and weeds on local road-
sides with $7.9 million from the State Government over three 
years to combat the problem. 
The VFF has welcomed the State Government’s decision, 
which was handed down in last week’s Victorian Budget. 
The VFF was a major contributor to the Bailey Report on 
Roadside Weeds and Pests submitted to government last 
year. 
“For too long roadside weeds and pests have been poorly 
managed, underfunded and there has been a lot of buck-
passing over responsibilities,” VFF Land Management Com-
mittee Chair Gerald Leach said. 
“Landholders were pulling their hair out because no matter 

what they did on their own property to eradicate weeds or 
rabbits, the problem wouldn’t go away.” 
Mr Leach said one of the major issues with past roadside 
pest and weed control was ambiguous legislation around 
who was responsible for its management. 
“After almost 20 years of lobbying, the VFF is pleased the 
rules have been clarified. This will end years of uncertainty 
for farmers. 
“The success of the Bailey Working Party goes to show what 
can be achieved when State 
Government, Local Government and farmers work together 
to resolve issues,” Mr Leach said. 
“The VFF would like to thank Minister for Agriculture Peter 
Walsh and the State Government for backing a solution and 
providing better funding for roadside pest and weed man-
agement. 
“The government now needs to ensure a fast amendment of 
legislation so the benefits of these changes can be seen on 
the ground as quickly as possible.” 
Contact: David Cumming Mgr Public Affairs 0417 165 784 
Gerald Leach VFF Land Mgt Committee Chair 0429 941 235 

VFF wins funding and clearer rules for roadside pest and weed management 

CORRIDOR COMMUNITY OUTREACH HEALTH SERVICE  
(A Service of the VT Bush Nursing Centre) 

MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AID COURSES 
 

Hume Corridor  Community Outreach Service is running two Mental Health First Aid courses in June 
 

1. For Adults - a 12 hour course that teaches first aid and skills for mental health crisis situations and early 
stages of mental health problems.  

 This will be held on the 1st and 8th of June - 9.30am to 4.30pm at the Strathbogie Rec Ground 
 Cost $30 per person (Incl mornig tea and lunch) 
2. Youth Mental Health First Aid - for adults working or living with adolescents (those aged between 12 

and 18 years), however the course can be relevant for those helping people who are a little younger or 
older. 

 When - 22nd and 29th June, 9.30 to 4.30pm at the Community House Violet Town,  
 $30 per person (Incl morning tea and lunch) 
 

Bookings are essential as places are limited.  
Telephone 57366366 for all enquiries and bookings. 



June  2012 

Lots of Thank You’s this month!   
Firstly we’d like to thank the Bogie Indoor Bowlers who have gone into recess, for their kind donation of funds to 
our school.  This very welcome addition to our local funds will help support the programs we offer our children.  
 
Then of course the help from parents for the Clearing Sale at Olga and Neil Walkers on Friday 18th May—
helping out on the day with cooking & serving, packing up, providing food.  Thanks to all involved.  A very busy 
day saw a near sell out of food.  At one point the rush for the sensational smelling BBQ items resulted in a call 
from Lucy Broughton for more bread.  Miss Conroy jumped in the car with a few loaves under her arms and was 
no doubt a welcoming sight for the hard worked volunteers behind the serving table.  Sonia Chapman followed 
a minute or two later with even more bread and food to cook.  A great effort from everyone and thanks especial-
ly to Sandra Barns who was already busy with the Goods & Services Auction for the following night.  The profits 
from the stall are estimated around the $1 100 mark. 
 
The other thanks go to everyone who was able to contribute and support thwe HUGE Goods & Services Auc-
tion on Saturday 19th May—see earlier in TT for more information. 
 
The month of May was certainly a busy one for staff and parents but let’s not forget about the kids. 
 
We have had two great winter sports days where we travelled to two of our other campuses—Baddaginnie and 
Swanpool were beautiful sunny days and we hope the same can be said about our last day at Violet Town in 
early June.  We love these days as we get to see the kids rekindle friendships established on camps, at kinder 
and sporting groups and witness kids striking up new bonds through group activities.  See over for what the kids 
think. 
Another exciting day was the St Kilda Football Club’s footy clinic in Euroa.  We ALL had a great time learning 
and finessing our skills with the support of professional footballers.  Everyone pretty much agreed that the tack-
ling was the best activity, closely followed by bumping.  We were again so impressed with the way our kids con-
ducted themselves—polite, friendly, open to new challenges and there to have fun! 
 
Something that did feature in all schools and in the media during mid-May was NAPLAN testing.  The year 3 
and 5 students undertook 4 tests in 3 days—an impressive feat for anyone but especially in these young ones.  
One of the tests was about writing a persuasive text—we had been learning about these in class earlier in term 
2 and below are a few for you to consider on the statement: Cats are smarter than dogs. 

I believe Cats are NOT smarter than 
dogs…  
Why? 
Dogs can smell better than cats because 
some dogs go to war and they smell out 
explosives and dangers. They can also 
smell long distances and are very sensi-
tive and smart as always. 
Dogs can help people get out of dangers 
like fires and many other things. Dogs 
risk their lives for you and love you and 
not like cats.  They always make hair-
balls and spit them out and they make 
mess everywhere.  
Cats can ruin your furniture by clawing 
your sofa and clawing yourself. They can 
make claw marks everywhere on cur-
tains, couches and chairs. They have got 
very sharp claws and dig into anything. 
But… dogs respect you and help you in 
any matter or problem. 
So what I have told you, you should 
agree with me and DUMB cats are NOT 
smarter than dogs.  
By Brooke McIntosh 

By Brianna McKay 
Cats are not smarter than dogs because cats hurt people and 
when they claw you it will hurt and the cats will get hurt by peo-
ple. Dogs can protect you when people are trying to take you 
away from your family and cats cannot. Dogs all ways care for 
you when you are trapped in a fire but cats would not help you 
because they are selfish. 

That’s why I think dogs are smarter than cats. 

By Ryley McDonald  
Dogs are smarter than cats  
1. Dogs are smarter than cats because dogs can hunt animals. 
2. Dogs at war can smell bombing, explosion and long dis-

tance.  
3. Dogs can jump up at you and it will hurt but cats run away 

because two of ours ran away �. 
As I have proven dogs are definitely smarter than cats.   



 

There is a drop off box situated just inside the 
school’s front door, drop them in any time the door’s 
open, or pass on to a parent.  We appreciate your  
support with these simple fundraisers. 

Winter Sports & Footy Clinic kids writing 
St Kilda Footy Clinic By Lachy McDonald 
Today we had a footy clinic at Euroa with St Kilda.  
The first thing we did was meet the players. My favourite player was Nick Dal 
Santo.  
Then we got to do rotations of skills. The 1st thing we did was hip and shoulder. I 
was one of the people getting bumped. 
The 2nd thing we did was a game where you had to throw footies at a very big tennis ball. 
The 3rd thing we did was hand balling. Our group got 26 bullseyes.   
The 4th thing was techniques. There were lots of them but my favourite was kicking to your-
self. 
There were 5 more things but my favourite thing for the day was tackling. At the very end I 
won a cap for answering a question. The day was the best of term 2J.       
 
Winter Sports in Baddaginnie  By Jacob Chapman  
We were getting ready to go to Winter Sports in Baddaginnie. We were getting 
on the bus to go to Baddaginnie. After recess, we got into groups. There were 
three groups. The activities were dance, netball and Football. I did Football and 
Miss Hand was my teacher. We got into groups of two. We did skills, for exam-
ple small kicks and handballing. Then it was lunch. 
After lunch, we had a game. The Red Devils were versing Blue Birds. In Red 
Devils there was Jayden, Xanda, Chloe, Makayla, Yang Yang, Brianna, Brooke, 
Holly and I. In the end, Red Devils won by ten points. Then we went into the 
senior room to talk about the activities.  
It wasn’t a good day.  
It was a Brilliant day!!!  
 
Footy Clinic Maggie Broughton 
On Monday the 7th of May the Strathbogie campus 
went to meet and do activities with ST Kilda. We went 
to the Memorial Oval. There were ten groups and we 
were Group 9. Our first activity was bumping.  There 
were 2 people in each group in this activity and it was 
really fun! Our next activity was aiming at a big ten-
nis ball that was fun too. Tackling was extra fun be-
cause we got to tackle a big stuffed cylinder. 
After the activities the St Kilda players asked us ques-
tions and if we got them right we got prizes. 
After all I had a great day. 

  

WOOLWORTH’S  
EARN AND LEARN PROGRAM 

is on again!!!is on again!!!is on again!!!is on again!!!    
From 9th May  each $10 you spend earns a point  

and you are given a sticker.  The stickers can be sent 

into school and we can add them to an Earn and 

Learn card or you can collect some cards and stick 

them as you earn them. 

The “points” go towards educational supplies from 

Modern Teaching Aids—ask your friends & family to 

save their dockets for us , Thanks!!Thanks!!Thanks!!Thanks!!    

St. Kilda Footy Clinic 
By Ada McKeachie 
I went to a footy clinic in Euroa.   
It was fun. 
I really liked tackling. 

Footy Clinic by Elly Mitchell 
On Monday 7th May we went to a footy 
clinic in Euroa. We did bumping and hit the 
tennis ball and some other stuff but I loved 
tackling the best. 

Footy Clinic 
By Matthew Chapman 
On Monday 7th May we went to the footy 
clinic. First we did bumping and then we did 
hit the tennis ball. Then we did handball tar-
get and much more things but my favourite 
was the tackling. We had a fantastic day. 


