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Strathbogie Tableland Streetscape Plan 

DRAFT 

PROJECT BRIEF: 
 
The brief of this plan is to consider the amenity and use of the streetscape of Main 
Street in Strathbogie. Proposals consider the potential impacts along the street on 
the existing and predominant rural township character.   
 
This may include considerations for fences and screening, selection of appropriate 
and compatible building materials and colours, and  appropriate plantings to  
enhance the street’s character.   
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The proposal of providing streetscape improvements to Strathbogie’s Main Street was raised by members of the 
Strathbogie Tableland Action Group (STAG) Committee in early 2014. STAG identified improvements to the street-
scape and amenity of public facilities.  This proposal was further discussed at a meeting with this consultant and 
recent new members to the Committee.  It was agreed that it would be desirable to develop an overall plan of po-
tential streetscape improvements, which could then guide community in the staged implementation of different 
components as the availability of funding allows.  
 
The area to be covered by the plan is defined by the northern and southern entries to Main Street, which extends 
from the intersection of the  Spring Creek Bridge to the southern town entry near the bend in the road south east 
end of the street (see main photo).  The plan also considers the Armstrong Avenue, due it’s function as the ‘Place of 
Last Resort’ for bushfire community safety. 
  
Points considered in this Streetscape plan suggested by the Action Group are: 
 Street trees 
 Location of merino sculpture 
 Memorial Hall-facade and front fence 
 Entry to township from Euroa 
 Median strip treatment 
 Public seating 
 Streetscape character 
 Drainage issues 
The concept  streetscape plan will be reviewed at the STAG monthly meeting to discuss ideas and suggestions for 
further development in the final plan. The plan will then be finalised based on the feedback received .  

PROJECT BRIEF 

 
The final streetscape plan will serve two main purposes:  
1. An agreed blueprint for individual improvements that can be implemented progressively, to ensure that an 

overall concept is followed;  
2.         Function as a supporting document for any grant applications for individual streetscape improvements.  
 

Aerial photos were sourced from high resolution aerial photos (February 2012) have been used as base maps for 
conveying issues, ideas and proposals. The development of this plan aims to: 
 

Provide enduring guidelines for enhancing and conserving the existing character and associated  
elements of the Strathbogie streetscape 

 
 

This concept plan aims to stimulate discussion and review of the proposed recommendations.  This process intends 
to clarify issues and directions for managing the Strathbogie streetscape in the longer term. That are founded on 
STAG community member’s issues and ideas.  It should be noted that this concept is intended to be a guide only for 
future streetscape projects and works, and not as a working document.   
 

 

 

 

A draft vision has been suggested here,  based on the Committee’s brief, and following consultation on site with 
the consultant. It is anticipated that this will be refined following discussions at a community level: 
 

To maintain a sympathetic balance of the existing township streetscape character with long-term local  

economic, tourism and social development, whilst considering community and environmental values. 
 

 
 

OBJECTIVES 

VISION 
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LOCAL PLANNING PROVISIONS, REGULATIONS AND AGENCY CONSIDERATIONS 

This streetscape plan presents an overview of the Strathbogie Tableland Action Group Committee’s intention to  
provide for the development of a long-term proposal to work on gradually as a community, as funding becomes 
available.  
 
It is understood that statutory regulations will in some form influence the final outcomes of this plan and the imple-
mentation of recommendations within this document. In preparing this draft streetscape plan, the Strathbogie 
Shire Council local government planning scheme and associated provisions and environmental strategy have been 
referred to and are acknowledged.  It is recommended that STAG seek input from the Council in preparation of the 
final Streetscape Plan to assist in finalising  the Plan’s recommendations. 
 
OVERLAYS 
Please note the two planning scheme maps on the following pages denoting historic overlays to structures within 
the township, namely the St Andrews Church and the house neighbouring this.  
 
There are no other overlays affecting the street.  
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Area covered in this Streetscape plan 
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Area covered in this Streetscape plan 
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1.  EXISITING SITE CONDITIONS 

1.1 STREETSCAPE ELEMENTS

 
Entry to the township from either northern or southern directions is defined by the undulating topography and 

street alignment, which helps conceals views of the overall streetscape. It is only through driving further into town, 
that the central township is revealed. Currently an informal, open and somewhat random assortment of street 
trees, road treatments, pedestrian access and formal streetscape elements define the character. A sense of space 
is enhanced by the divided road and framing by native vegetation on the fringes of the township. 

The southern entry is framed by tall Eucalypts that tower above, defining a transition from the rural into a 
more settled area. The northern entry is also along a curved road. Here descent and rises provide interest and a 
sense of surprise when entering the divided road section of Main Street.  However, due to the topography, the 
town remains relatively hidden until one reaches the top of the rise. The War Memorial statue helps draw the eye 
further along the street.  Native vegetation on the edge of town provides an important definition marker between 
the ‘settlement’ and the broader landscape. 

. 

TOWN ENTRY 

Main Street: View from north looking south east Main Street: View from Armstrong Avenue 
looking south east along Main Street 

Roadside view from town edge to south east, 
showing large old trees 

Town entry from Spring Creek Bridge at north 
east entry into town. 
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The main street is sealed and is maintained by the Shire of Strathbogie. There is a mix of edge treatments that cre-
ate an informal character to the streetscape. The kerb and guttering of the central median strip is however a more 
rigid and engineered effect that contrasts with the more informal and loose edges. Due to the road’s alignment on 
the hill, the effect of the kerbing accentuates a division between the sides of the road and pedestrian linkages. 

 
Some areas along the street have poor drainage, particularly near access points to private property.  
Roadside verges are mown by the Shire.  

ROADS 

A prominent median strip has a formal kerb. 

A wide and open structure to the street layout helps contribute to the informal character of the streetscape.  The images 
above show the soft edges to the Main Street.   
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STREET TREES 

The Strathbogie Tableland Action Group and this consultant noted in their  assessment of Main Street that the ex-
isting street trees are uneven in stature, location, species, age and health. A number of trees have suckers, are dy-
ing or senescing and will provide little structure to frame views and shade in the longer term. There have been ef-
forts to create a more gardenesque character using a mix of smaller species and shrubs. However there is little to 
link the length of the street visually or botanically. A number are too small for pedestrians to walk safely around, 
and make sight-lines from private driveways risky. 
 
Street trees provide an important function in towns, and are important elements for streetscape character.  
Strathbogie’s Main Street has some issues with overhead powerlines, shallow sheet rock and inconsistent street 
verges making a continuous alignment of  large trees problematic.   
 
Current plantations in the median strip contain Crepe Myrtles  and Crab Apples, some in declining health. Irrigation 
is currently done by hand using above ground taps. A stand of Desert Ash on the southern end of the street are also 
senescing due to impacts of compaction from vehicle traffic, age, and drought. 

 
 

One of two mature, healthy Quercus rubra along Main Street Open streetscape due to shallow rock and old road alignment 

A mix of smaller trees and shrubs denote the entry to town 
on one side of the street Small exotic street trees suffer in dry conditions. Crab Ap-

ples also have suckers and a form that blocks sight-lines 
from driveways. 
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 LANDUSE 

Current land use adjacent to Main Street is a mix of public services (CFA, Memorial Hall, Primary School), small 
businesses (Store, Nursery, etc.) and private residences. Architecturally there is a mix of low-rise, low-density 
simple built forms that create an informal character. Buildings are constructed of a mix of traditional materials,  
with corrugated iron a linking feature. Fences are low and often transparent. A number of buildings are historic 
and valued by the community. Some of these have been or are in the process of being restored, to further con-
tribute to the maintenance of the town character and heritage.  
 
Modern infrastructure is found in more recent additions to public infrastructure near the Bridge-to-Bridge 
walking trail in the heavily engineered galvanised pedestrian bridge which appears to withstand floods. 
 
The Telephone Exchange building is a prominent structure that is located at the north-east road junction. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

FLAGPOLES: 
STAG Committee raised the concern that there were two flagpoles– one near the WW1 Statue and the other in 
front of the Hall.  Their use and location was raised as an issue to consider, to perhaps consolidate the number 
and their location to a more accessible area on public land. 
 

SIGNAGE:  
There is a mix of old and duplicated signage, particularly near the southern end of the street. Currently there 
are two CFA fire danger signs, faded Shire signage, old Golf Course and directional signage to public facilities. 
Clusters of these streetscape elements can clutter the street and make it confusing as to what to notice.  

Telephone Exchange building near Spring Creek 
Road. 

Pedestrian footbridge  
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LANDUSE (continued) 

 
CFA SHED 
 
The CFA shed has a stark appearance on a street lined with 
a mix of age-classes in houses and public facilities. Consid-
erations for a more neutral tone for the shed were raised 
by the Committee and consultant as a short-term consid-
eration.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
MEMORIAL HALL 
The concrete brick Memorial Hall (WW2) is the largest 
structure  in the streetscape. It is screened by two Elms. 
The existing fence while transparent and low, is in reasona-
bly poor condition. The sides of the Hall are unpainted and 
can look in poor condition due to a lack of consistent sur-
face treatment. There is capacity in the grounds for addi-
tional community facilities to be located which may en-
hance the site’s usage and accessibility. 

 
 
 
 
 
PICNIC FACILITIES 
Current location for the picnic table was noted by the STAG 
committee to be isolated and without any shade. The condi-
tion of the equipment is also weathered and difficult for peo-
ple with disabilities to use comfortably. There is also no provi-
sion for other facilities such as water, toilets and so on that 
could make it more user-friendly. An alternative location was 

raised by the committee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MEMORIAL STRUCTURES 
Granite rocks and the merino sculpture are located in the median strips  
of the town’s main street. While it is recognised that these installations  
denote moments in the towns and district’s history, their location in the  
road  make access difficult and also less connected to the other places in  
the town.   
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PARKING 

 
The predominant car-parking in the Main Street is informal angle 
parking or parallel.  
 
Very little shade is available due to the small stature of many of the 
street trees. However, some is available at the southern end of the 
town between ageing Desert Ash trees. This area is also used for 
residential traffic to cross-over the divided street. 

 
Drainage is located mostly in wide grassy swales, with some dirt verges on road edges for parking of vehicles. 
Unmade , grassed edges provide an informal, soft aesthetic and allow for current carparking on grassed verges, 
particularly near the Hall and other community facilities. 
 
The Shire of Strathbogie currently maintains the mown verges and swale drains. Some areas of the swale drains 
get inundated and boggy, making access to properties inconvenient and damaging the capacity for drainage. 
Realigning the drains here is required by Council. 

 DRAINAGE 
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Considerations of the local government planning policy and land management strategy needs to be recognized as a 
component for the plan.  It is also recognized that support is required from the Shire in understanding the STAG 
proposal and purpose of this plan.  This plan aims to provide opportunities for ongoing relationships with the Coun-
cil in development of the township’s main streetscape .  Referring to this plan may assist as an valuable point of 
reference to articulate the community’s vision. 
 

While it is not part of this project’s brief to surmise the long-term development of the township, STAG recom-
mended this report consider potential issues that may arise and compromise the streetscape in the longer term.  
Some of these need to be considered in relation to with the Strathbogie Shire’s Planning Scheme, including the En-
vironmental Strategy and the zoning of land .  
 

Rural township atmosphere 
The rural and forested landscape of Strathbogie, and its farming history, has been maintained in a peaceful and  
uncluttered landscape that features expansive views with scattered granite outcrops and large statuesque Euca-
lypts. This plan recommends that future streetscape development consider this link with the broader natural and 
cultural environment, to maintain and enhance a sense of the simplicity and naturalness which exists in the town’s 
streetscape. 

 
Issues that may potentially impact the character of the Strathbogie streetscape are:   

 1. Changing demographics and therefore changing values/interests and expectations of the township;  
 2. Subsequent land-use within the township boundary; possible ‘gentrification’ of the existing rural street-

scape aesthetics. 
 3. Climate change may also impact on the streetscape character if dry conditions alter growing conditions 

for street trees and existing screening vegetation.  The predominant range of species are exotic, with  lim-
ited irrigation. 

 4. Formalising street edges/ new and additional signage/development of land and new fences would all in-
fluence the  existing rural –township streetscape character .  

Road treatment 
 Increasing formal/engineered road edging would impact on the rural-township character of the streetscape.    

 

 Maintaining the existing soft and unmade road edge that merges into grassed swale drainage lines should be 
a priority, to reduce the formal aesthetics of a built up streetscape, and allow for drainage of groundwater 
into as natural irrigation to street trees and groundwater infiltration. Consider improving the natural swale 
drains over installation of concrete kerbing. 

Increased traffic 
  Increased visitation to the street could mean car parking becomes an issue.  Consider the location of car  

parking spaces, particularly near small business and community services, with Shire planning and community 
approval, to respect privacy of nearby residents. 

Street trees 
 The current age and condition of street trees ranges from mature  (some in senescence) to 5 years.  The spe-

cies mix of current plantings needs to be considered for long-term aesthetics and themes.  Some trees have 
been affected by drought and could be removed or carefully pruned to remove deadwood. Suitable species 
need to be considered that provide a sense of height, a canopy to ‘frame’ the vistas and withstand  dry con-
ditions. This may be a mixture of hardy exotic (i.e. Oaks) and indigenous species such as Candlebarks, Black-
woods or  Sheoaks. 

 Investigate underground irrigation to street trees in media strip. Removal of sculptural elements will provide 
more space for larger street trees. 

 Shallow soil (sheet granite) on north-west /Spring Creek  side of road means a street tree avenue cannot be 
planted at this area. Consider starting an avenue further up the  hill, near 10 Main Street. Ripping soil may 
be required. 

 Consider replanting narrow median strip adjacent to Store and CFA with low, hardy ground covers with in-
teresting foliage contrasts. This could include indigenous natives such as Platylobiums, sedges and Dianellas. 

 
 

2. DRAFT RECOMMENDATIONS 

Local Government Land Management policy and planning provisions 
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Other streetscape issues: 
 

Picnic table/picnic facilities:  
Consider relocating to Memorial Hall grounds and extending shade and picnic facilities to create a more useable 
area, including BBQ and rest area. 

 

Memorial Hall fence and façade:  
Recommend painting Hall walls and façade. Opportunities to either paint fence or replace with a more contempo-
rary style and frame with shrubs and low maintenance ground  
covers.  
 

CFA shed façade 
Paint the CFA shed to soften the impact of the building.   
 

Telstra building 
Paint walls to make this structure less obtrusive. Spraying around building means this is a dominant feature at the 
town entry. Suggested by STAG to install a mural, pending permission  from  
Telstra. 
 

Shallow top soil along road edge at Spring Creek end of Main Street  
There is potential to install sculptures in this area as a welcome ‘feature’ to the township which makes use of local 
artistic talents and ideas. 

 

Location of the Merino 
Explore options for relocating to another location, pending community response  to its restoration/ relevance to 
town. i.e. Memorial Hall grounds 

 

Signage 
Minimise clutter  in regards to existing duplicate signage and flagpoles.  Repair or replace old and worn signage to 
Golf Course, Shire of Strathbogie (and consider option to relocate to town entry).  Consider redesign of Notice 
Board. Investigate small plaques to denote points of interest for visitors and pedestrians to link in with the “Bridge 
to Bridge” walking trail. This could include historic references to buildings, places and people and allow for relocat-
ing monument ‘Pioneer’ rocks to new locations as part of this trail.  

 

Streetscape materials & public buildings  
Maintain a simple balance between the engineered, rustic and rural aspects of the existing streetscape.  
Consider using ‘local’ materials for node installations, feature signage and parking demarcation .  These could in-
clude the use of elements as found on existing roadsides that characterize the area.  Avoid overly manufactured 
‘rustic/shabby chic’ aesthetics and cluttering the roadside verges with signage 
        

Views 
Maintain, wherever possible, the open views to the surrounding rural landscape and views along existing informal 
street avenues. Solid high fences, if extended along the street, will prevent this sense of openness and informality. 
      

Acknowledge the need for privacy and access to residential properties when maintaining roadside vegetation and 
managing vehicle parking. 

 

 The entry to town, particularly from the south, is framed by large, mature Manna Gums, Candlebarks and Mess-
mates which enhance the feel of being in the high-rainfall Strathbogies. These are a feature which then contrast 
with the more ’cultivated’ townscape. As stated in the Municipal Strategy:  “Roadsides often provide valuable ref-
uge for remnants of vegetation, native habitat and sources of indigenous seed stock in otherwise cleared land-
scapes. Council has a responsibility to monitor and protect the conservation values of roadsides as well as maintain 
the safe and efficient function of the road (p16).” (This author’s emphasis.) 
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Trees would require  

pruning for powerlines 

Relocate picnic  

Facilities, merino & 

memorial sculptures 

to grounds of Hall 

Possible area for 

sculpture to mark 

entry to Main Street 

Conceptual street 

tree arrangement to 

frame avenue , 

provide shade and 

War Memorial 

Replant median strip in 

front of Store and CFA 

shed with low ground-

covers with foliage  

contrasts 

Potential for mural on 

Telephone Exchange 

building 

Conceptual streetscape layout plan.Conceptual streetscape layout plan.Conceptual streetscape layout plan.   
Main Street, Strathbogie.Main Street, Strathbogie.Main Street, Strathbogie.   

Stage replanting of street 

trees following arborist 

inspection 

Consolidate signage and 

flagpoles to reduce  

clutter 

Drainage works required 

along this section of street 
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Healthy by Design: a planner’s guide to environments for active living, Heart Foundation, at: http://
www.healthyplaces.org.au/userfiles/file/Healthy_by_Design.pdf 
 
Street Design Guidelines for Landcom projects, Landcom at: 
http://www.landcom.com/downloads/file/forpartners/StreetDesignGuidelines.pdf 

 
RMCG (2011), Strathbogie Shire Council Environmental Strategy- Draft Final Strategy August 2011. Viewed at: 
http://www.strathbogie.vic.gov.au/Files/environmental_strategy_august2011.pdf 
(Section 5.3 Road management and roadside management) 

 
Shire of Strathbogie Planning Scheme-Farming Zone viewed at: 
http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/aavpp/35_07.pdf 

 

 

 

3. USEFUL REFERENCES 

http://www.healthyplaces.org.au/userfiles/file/Healthy_by_Design.pdf
http://www.healthyplaces.org.au/userfiles/file/Healthy_by_Design.pdf
http://www.landcom.com/downloads/file/forpartners/StreetDesignGuidelines.pdf
http://www.strathbogie.vic.gov.au/Files/environmental_strategy_august2011.pdf
http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/aavpp/35_07.pdf

