
1 

also on-line at www.strathbogie.org 

June 2019 

Also on-line at www.strathbogie.org 

What’s On 
June 7 - Symphony in the Cellar, 
Michelton 
June 13 - Pasture Management 
Workshop with Lisa Warn,. Euroa 
Bowls Club 9am (rsvp Ag Vic) 
June 15 - Swanpool Environmental 
Film Festival 2019 see p3 
June 15 - Euroa Village Farmer’s 
Market 
June 16 - Gall’s Gap Bridge 
revegetation tree planting see p9 
June 19 - Refugee Week. Soup, 
Film, Speakers Euroa Cinema 6pm  
June 21 - Strathbogie Shire Council 
Farmer’s & Their Families Event 
Strathbogie Showgrounds 5.30pm 
June 22 - Winterman: construction 
2pm, flaming destruction at sunset 
------------------------------------------------ 
Every Third Monday 7.30pm 
STAG meet at Strathbogie Hall 

Every Wednesday -  Material Girls 
- usual times10am - Rec Ground - 
BYO lunch. Newcomers welcome 
Ph: Jill Smith 5790 5159.   

Every Wednesday - 7.30pm 
Strathbogie Singing Group -  
St Andrews Church - Strathbogie 
(except in School Holidays)  
Ph: Di Mackrell 5790 5241 

Every Second Month - Strathbogie 
Landcare first Sunday 9-11am 
Contact Sean 0400 019 607 

Every Second and Fourth Sunday 
- Church service at Strathbogie 
Church - 11.00am 

First Wednesday of the month - 
1.30pm Strathbogie Garden Group. 
Contact  Wendy 5790 8523 

Every Fourth Saturday of the 
month—Australian Plants Society 
Group meeting  Pete 0402 882 959 

Every Third Sunday of the month 
- 3pm Strathbogie Community of 
Food Finders at the Recreation 
Ground 

Every Thursday night Strathbogie 
Golf Club. 6pm food & drinks 

Winterman  

15 years on and the Strathbogie 

Winterman is still burning. 

Saturday, June 22.  

Those wanting to assist in the Winterman erection 

gather from 2 pm onwards.  

The bonfire is to be lit up around 4 pm and then the 

Winterman will be sent on its way at sundown. 

 

The address is Hamilton’s "Bullagreen"  

1842 Euroa / Strathbogie Road.  
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Do you need a 
Justice of  

the Peace? 
 

Chris Thomson 
‘Aberdeen’ 
5790 5340 

Strathbogie  
Recreation Ground 

 
All bookings are to 
be made with Kim 
Usher 5790 5345 

The Deadline for the July edition of Tableland Talk is Wednesday June 26, 2019.  
Email: tablelandtalk@gmail.com, ph: 5790 5203, 57905166 or 0400 019 607, post PO, Strathbogie,  

or leave contributions at the Strathbogie Store. The TT team. 

Mobile Library  
Dates for  
Strathbogie  
 
(every 2nd Saturday,   
9.30 - 12 noon) 
 
June 1 and June 15 
June 29 and July 13 

Strathbogie  
Memorial Hall  

Available for hire— $125 with $250  
refundable deposit in case carpet  

cleaning is required.  
Bookings contact person is Kim Usher  

Ph 5790 5345 

SWANPOOL CINEMA in June 
 

Stan & Ollie PG Sat Jun 1 
6pm, Sun Jun 2 5pm 

If Beale St could talk MA15+ 
Sat Jun 1 8pm & Sun Jun 2 7pm 

Pick of the Litter G Sat Jun 8 
6pm, Sun Jun 9 1.30pm & 5pm 

Free Solo M Sat Jun 8 7.45pm, 
Sub Jun 9 6.45pm 

Woman at War M Fri Jun 14 
6pm, Sun Jun 15 5pm 

Swanpool Environment Film 
Festival 2019 PG Sat Jun 15 
1pm 

The Reports on Sarah & 
Saleem R Fri Jun 14 8.15pm, 
Sun Jun 16 7.15pm 

Everybody Knows M Sat Jun 
22 6pm, Sun Jun 23 5pm 

Greta MA15+ Sat Jun 22 
8.45pm, Sun Jun 23 7.45pm 

The Guilty M Sat Jun 29 6pm, 
Sun Jun 30 5pm 

Spitfire PG Sat Jun 29 8pm, 
Sun Jun 30 1.30pm & 7pm 

Tickets $13.50/$11 
www.swanpoolcinema.com.au 

 

A reminder that Tableland Talk is a  
community newsletter run by a volunteer 
group.  
All community adverts are free.  
Business adverts are charged at $7 per 
issue for a usual size, or $12 per issue 
for a third to half page. 
We would appreciate it if all invoices for 
advertising are paid in full, and promptly - 
we have to pay for the photocopying. 
 

The TT team 

This newsletter is entirely made up of 
contributions.  Contributions to this 
newsletter are published as a forum for 
public discussion.  The opinions expressed 
are the opinions of the contributors and 
not necessarily the opinions of the TT 
team.  By publishing contributions this 
newsletter does not give its authority to 
the truth or validity of the material 
contained in contributions.  Readers are 
reminded that all contributions MUST be 
submitted with the name and address of 
the writer. 

For information regarding the 
Violet Town Village Voice or to get 
an emailed copy each month 
contact Robyn Thornhill at 
village.voice@yahoo.com Read it 
online at www.violettown.org.au 

Euroa Cinema in June 
 

The Chaparone PG Sat Jun 1 8pm, Sun Jun 2 
4pm 

Top End Wedding M Sat Jun 8 8pm, Sun Jun 9 
4pm 

Poms PG Sat Jun 15 8pm, Sun Jun 16 4pm  

The Hustle M Sat Jun 22 8pm, Sun Jun 23 4pm  

Aladdin PG Sat Jun 29 4pm, Tues Jul 2 1pm 
(Sensory friendly screening), Wed Jul 3 2pm 

Gloria Bell M Sat Jun 29 8pm, Sun Jun 30 4pm  

 
If you wish to receive a weekly email update, send 
your details to:  
 

euroa.cinema@strathbogie.vic.gov.au 
 
Tickets $10, preschoolers free. 

Got something to 
say?  

Send us a  
 

Letter to the Editor  

Boho South Hall 
Available for hire. 
Bookings contact:  
Margaret Mactier 
Ph 5790 8544 

Support Strathbogie Tableland Landcare 
Group agricultural & conservation projects 

Membership is $10 per household.  

This gives you access to the Landcare Vic 
magazine, subsidised seedling purchases & 

worthy community projects.  Simply deposit 
$10 into the Strathbogie Tableland Landcare 

account BSB 803 078 Acc 100081991 with 
your name as reference and / or contact 

Secretary Sean Mathews  for a membership 
form snmthws@bigpond.com  

Check YOUR Local Event 
Doesn’t Clash With 

ANOTHER Local Event. 
Do you want to get the most 
people to your planned local 

event?  Is your local event going 
to clash with another local event?  

We might be able to help.  Ask 
Tableland Talk.  Many local 

events are promoted through our 
local Newsletter.  If you want to 
find out if another event is being 

promoted on a date you are 
planning for, get in touch.  We will 
tell you if another local event has 

already been promoted on the 
same day and/or time: 

tablelandtalk@gmail.com 

http://www.violettown.org.au
mailto:euroa.cinema@strathbogie.vic.gov.au
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A Brief History of the Strathbogie Tableland 

The Tableland Talk pilot article for a 
series of historical pieces about the 
Strathbogie Tableland and its environs, 
A Brief History of St Andrew’s Church, 
was well received.  The recent public 
Strathbogie Tableland Action Group’s 
Community Action Planning Forums 
confirmed an appetite for things 
historical.  The resultant reconvening of 
the Strathbogie Historical Group sets 
the stage for rediscovery of historical 
imagery and associated stories.  The 
following sets the scene for coming 
articles that shed more light on our 
locality, it’s people and it’s past. 
 

The Taungurung are the traditional 
owners of the Strathbogie area.  With a history dating back tens of thousands of years, evidence of their 
occupation is widespread.  Further finds are being made all the time.  The likes of rock art, grinding 
grooves, scar trees, tools and other artefacts, birthing trees and burial sites have all been extensively 
documented.  Locals report indigenous camps still existed along the Strathbogie Ranges’ Hughes Creek 
(near Ruffy) in the 1950s. 

Strathbogie takes its name from a pastoral run (1843) that was subdivided from the Seven Creeks run 
(1838) based at Euroa.  Strathbogie Tableland was occupied by farm selectors in the 1870s.  A school 
was built in 1879 (45 students) and Methodist and Presbyterian churches were opened in 1884 and 1885. 

The township itself is cradled atop the north east plateau (Tableland) of the Strathbogie Ranges.  
Amongst this landscape of dense bush and labyrinthine granite, the bushranging Kelly Gang secreted 
themselves in their heyday.  Over time, there were also community localities at Strathbogie North, East 
and South, each with a small school.  

The Post Office opened in July 1878.  Strathbogie was only connected to the electricity grid in 1967.  See 
the article by Dayle Tame p13 of this issue.  A mooted railway line was never built.  

Dairy cattle and wool growing were the main industries.  It is hard to imagine a productive dairy industry 
now, but a butter factory operated from 1894 to 1936.  There was also a factory at Strathbogie North.  
Milk processing was shifted to Euroa after the main factory closed.  The third livestock industry was rabbit 
trapping, putting meat on the table and pelts into hat factories.  

The majority of the Tableland environment was turned from bush to agricultural use by the 1950s.  The 
fragmented natural bush landscapes have changed little since.  They largely reflect this history of land 
clearing, with road corridors often the only bridges between island-like native bush habitat.  Logging of the 
Strathbogie Forests has been an ongoing activity, leaving only a remnant regrowth forest to the north and 
east of the range. 

Between 1845 and 1870, the koala population was in “low abundance”.  As indigenous hunters were 
displaced, numbers increased.  However, by the early twentieth century they appear to have died out 
through land clearing, pelt shooting, bushfire and disease.  Thirty Phillip Island koalas were initially 
released along Spring Creek during World War II.  Three hundred and fifty were released across the 
Tableland 1941-45. (Roger Martin & Kath Handasyde. The Koala. Natural history, conservation and management. UNSW Press 1999). 

Wool production has become the main industry, continuing a tradition begun by the Forlonge and 
Templeton families.  They imported German merinos and overlanded them from Goulburn, New South 
Wales to the Seven Creeks pastoral run.  The Main St statue of a ram was donated by Japanese wool 
buyers in 1989.  

The Strathbogie population has fluctuated between 200 and 400 since the early twentieth century.  In the 
1911 census there were 401 residents.  By 1933 this had decreased to 206.  There was another low point 
in 2006 when 256 were counted.  In the 2016 census, Strathbogie and environs had 306 residents.  

(With extracts from https://www.victorianplaces.com.au/strathbogie)  

Further Reading 

C.W. Halsall, 100 years of local government 1880-1980: a general history of Euroa and district, 1980 

C.W. Halsall, Strathbogie centenary 1877-1977: a history of Strathbogie, 1978 

A.W.R. Vroland, The early history of Strathbogie, Box Hill, 1949      

Strathbogie down the track, Strathbogie, 2006        Sean Mathews 

Joyce’s Strathbogie Hotel 1947/8 (now 4 Main Street) 

https://www.victorianplaces.com.au/strathbogie
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ISA Brown 
Point of Lay Pullets 

Friendly, laying 
hens 

 Ideal for backyards 
$22 each 

Phone: Bec & Hugh 

57981868 
www.freerangehens.com.au 

 

SOLAR $PECIALS 
Ebay prices, local service 

Solar PUMPS 30-120M fr  $1480 complete Kits 
Off Grid power and lighting DIY Kits 

Solar electric fence units, all in one from $129 
235 W solar panels $212, 195W $198  
Deep Cycle 12V batteries, flooded cell  

batteries 
Solar Gate openers, designed in Australia 
Folding Solar panels with Reg, 120W $248 
Generators, inverter, Diesel, Silent, backup 

 

www.commodoreaustralia.com.au 
0408619779  *  1300669256 

Advertising Rates - All advertisements for community events and also buy/swap/sell adverts are placed 
free of charge.  Advertisements for any commercial gain or business is charged at a rate of $7 per issue 
for usual adverts, and 1/3 to 1/2 page is $15.  
 

Rates are very reasonable.  Advertising solely funds this newsletter.  Please support our advertisers. 
For more information, please email  tablelandtalk@gmail.com, or phone 5790 5236 

 

 

Bottled beer and tastings  
available at the Euroa Farmers  
Market, Violet Town Market, 

The Weekend Local 
www.strathbogiebrewing.com.au 

Strathbogie 
 Engineering 

 

 
For your Fabrication, Machining, Welding,  

Servicing and Repairs 
 
Stuart Watts 
62 Wonganookah Track,  
Marraweeney, 
03 5790 8668 or 0416 049 252 
E: Strathbogie. Engineering@pobox.com 

The Bogie Tree 
The Bogie Tree is our unofficial Strathbogie Tableland bush 
telegraph.  It is an email list based on Google Groups and covers a 
fair percentage of the Tableland population and friends (both 
transient and permanent).  Through this, we practice civil sharing of 
the following types of information: 
• Lifts / rides / car shares 
• Requests for assistance 
• Offers of assistance 
• Local job advertisements 
• Lost / missing animals or people! 
• Announcements of social activities / get-togethers 
• Fire sightings / road washouts 
• Any other thing you might want to contact other Tablelanders about 
• Information on your local business or service 
To learn more or join the Bogie Tree, please send an email to 
Johnno on strathbogan@bigpond.com or call on 0439 818 366 
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The Name of the Tiger 

With the presence of the Tiger Snake on the 
Tableland now confirmed and published (see last 
month’s TT), perhaps we should look into its 
scientific name.  Might it be something-or-other 
tigris?  No, you could be thinking, because (as you 
now know) tigris is already in use for the real, true-
blue Tiger.  But that’s not actually an issue, 
because the Tiger is in a different genus, 
Panthera.  It’s the combination Panthera+tigris 
that has to be unique to just one species. 

So, in fact the second part of the snake’s name 
could be tigris, but it isn’t; for one thing it wouldn’t 
be a very suitable name because the species isn’t 
always banded.  The full name we’re looking for 
turns out to be Notechis scutatus, which doesn’t 
say anything about being striped like a Tiger: is it 
just mumbo-jumbo?  No, scientific names are 
often (unfortunately not always) descriptive of the 
animal in one way or another.  

In this case the derivation is from Greek notos, 
southern, and Greek echis, serpent.  The Latin 
adjective scutatus means carrying a shield, or 
shielded.  If you look closely at the head of a Tiger 
Snake (but not while it’s alive!) you’ll see that the 
large central scale between the eyes (which is 
indeed called the frontal shield) is 
characteristically broad and shaped like a heraldic 
shield (nicely illustrated on p. 246 of Reptiles of 
Victoria).  Hence, Notechis scutatus: the southern 
shield-bearing snake. 

Here’s one for you to work out:  there’s an animal 
often encountered on the Tableland whose 
scientific name is derived from Greek tachys 
(swift), Greek glossa (tongue) and Latin aculeatus 
(prickly). What is its common name? 

Angus Martin 

PUMPKINS. 
Many fortunate gardeners will have pumpkins to 
store over the winter.  Whole undamaged pumpkins 
can be stored for many months if they are left with a 
little of the stalk on, and kept in a cool airy place.  
Polly once saw pumpkins kept on an old wire bed 
frame and suspended under a large kitchen table. 

 
When cooking pumpkins it helps to heat it (either 
cut or whole) in the microwave on High for 1-2 
minutes to soften the skin and make it easier to peel 
and chop. 

 
You can also turn the seeds of a pumpkin into a 
snack by scooping them out, wash and dry well.  
Then place on baking paper on a plate, and  
microwave on High for approx. 5 minutes, stirring 
several times during the cooking and watching that 
they don’t burn.  When they are dried they can be  
seasoned with curry powder, cumin or chilli powder 
and stand for 5 minutes before eating. 
 

TOOLS. 
A piece of chalk, charcoal or a few moth balls 
placed in the toolbox will absorb moisture and  

prevent rust.    Regards Polly 
 

EPA’s online help for farmers 
Environment Protection Authority Vic 
(EPA) offers online advice for the  
agricultural community, and is taking 
requests on what farmers need next.   

The Agricultural Guidance section of EPA’s website 
supports farmers in managing the farm in a way that 
minimises harm to the environment and human 
health, meets Victorian regulations, and keeps the 
property in good condition for the next generation.  It 
also includes a two-minute survey that lets farmers 
ask for the environmental advice they most value.  
EPA’s advice for agricultural community is at: 
www.epa.vic.gov.au/business-and-industry/guidelines/
agricultural-guidance  It offers advice on protecting 
the environment and human health; meeting Victorian 
law and regulations; and issues like livestock  
planning, farm waste, chemicals, noise, water, sedi-
ment and dust. 
Anyone on the land can make a request or provide 
feedback, at:  www.surveymonkey.com/r/
EPAwebpagereview  Members of the public can  
report pollution by calling EPA’s 24 hour hotline: 

1300 EPA VIC (1300 372 842). 

http://www.epa.vic.gov.au/business-and-industry/guidelines/agricultural-guidance
http://www.epa.vic.gov.au/business-and-industry/guidelines/agricultural-guidance
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/EPAwebpagereview
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/EPAwebpagereview
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Local Electrician - Brendan Hurle 

Ph 0428518409 

Excellent local service 

WATER BORES 

Call now for a site inspection 
and no obligation free quote: 
 
 
Ph: (03) 59674432  
or 0418 362 968 
 
 
Email:  
admin@matthewandsons.com.au 
www.matthewandsons.com.au 

CRANES  
CARPET CARE 

Carpet DRYcleaning, Drapes, Upholstery  
Residential & Commercial  

 

Grant Crane  
Ph: 0427 384 431  

 

CROYDONDALE  
CABINETS 

---------------------------------------------- 
CABINET MAKERS, KITCHENS,  

SHOP FITTINGS 
NEW HOMES, RENOVATIONS, REFACES 
----------------------------------------------------------- 

Ph: 0408 349 072 

Graeme McKenzie, Strathbogie ABN 27 746 178 130 

Email: gmc13990@bigpond.net.au 

 

L & K Kipping 

trading as 

 

 

 

ALL GENERAL EARTHWORKS 
 Farm clean ups – fence lines, etc 

 Roads, driveways, gravel, etc 

 New dams & clean outs 

 General earthworks 
Bobcat on tracks, Grader, Excavator, Bulldozer, Tip Truck, Float Truck 

AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luke:   0408 036 303             Kim: 0429 380 220 

Phone: 03 5795 1061  Fax: 03 5795 1063 

kippingdirtworx@bigpond.com 

34 Garrett Street, Euroa VIC 3666 

 

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=Porpoa9fJ6de0M&tbnid=vqJ3GKGx_G6VZM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vectorart.com%2Fstore%2Findex.cfm%3Fq%3Delectrician&ei=oVWMU46oNYzvkAWdyIGwCA&psig=AFQjC


7  

The Bookshelf – Notes from the Bohomian’s Bookclub 

The Birdman’s Wife by Melissa Ashley, Affirm Press, 2016 

Having grown up in Australia, many of us 

would be familiar with John Gould’s The 

Birds of Australia, a seven-volume series of 

illustrations and descriptions of Australian 

birds, published in 1848.  (Gould League 

anyone?!)  However, you may be surprised 

to learn that, although Gould was a highly 

esteemed ornithologist and passionate 

scientist, it was his wife, Elizabeth, who was 

the artist responsible for most of the 

beautifully detailed drawings in these books.   

The Birdman’s Wife by Melissa Ashley is an 

historical fiction novel, which reimagines the 

untold story of Elizabeth Gould, whose 

significant achievements were eclipsed by 

her husband’s fame.   

The author Melissa Ashley is a writer, poet, ‘birder’ and academic.  What started out as research for a 

PhD dissertation on Elizabeth Gould became a labour of love and her first novel.  As part of her research, 

she studied taxidermy as a volunteer at the Queensland Museum.  According to the concluding Author’s 

Note, a dozen letters and a small diary covering a two-week period of Elizabeth’s time in Australia, are all 

that exist of Elizabeth Gould’s thoughts and experiences.   

From these scant records, as well as her comprehensive research, Ashley paints a convincing and 

compassionate picture of life as a woman, wife and mother during these times, as well as portraying life 

more generally in the 1800’s in both London and Australia, and Victorian society’s obsession with natural 

history. 

Told in the first person, the novel covers Elizabeth’s life from her first meeting with John to the day of her 

untimely death at the age of thirty seven.  During that period she developed from an amateur artist to an 

accomplished professional illustrator, and shared her husband’s passion for the natural world.  At the 

same time she was subject to the conventional expectations of her as a Victorian wife and mother, giving 

birth to eight children.  Ashley’s persuasive portrait of John Gould is of a man whose obsessiveness 

turned his wife into an indispensable, overworked accomplice in his monumental projects, while denying 

her a public profile as an artist in her own right. 

Elizabeth, and their eldest son, accompanied Gould on a 2-year trip to Australia to help him collect and 

document our unique birds and wildlife, leaving her three youngest children in London in the care of their 

grandmother.  Elizabeth's guilt and heartache for her children - both those lost in infancy and the little 

ones missed during her two years away – is powerfully expressed. 

There is a harrowing account of the sea voyage and various tragedies, but also some delightful 

descriptions of her time spent finding and drawing birds in their natural habitat. 

I found the descriptions of John's animal collecting and preserving methods, and Elizabeth's illustrating 

techniques a bit too detailed and repetitive.  This is no doubt a product of Melissa Ashley’s extensive PhD 

research, and will be of interest to other readers. 

I would recommend this book to bird lovers, and also those who enjoy reading historical accounts of 

interesting and inspiring women who have been overlooked in favour of their male partners.  

A bonus feature is the design of the book itself, which includes several Elizabeth Gould bird illustrations 

on the cover and endpapers.  (see picture above) 

Some Bohomians have done their own follow up research:  Mary-Louise Weight reported that her Blue 

Wren print is signed “Drawn from Nature and on stone by J & E Gould”.  

              Continued p10 
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Thursday Night Dinners 
 

It’s up and running with great support from the 
community and golf members. 

 
Yummy meals including casseroles, pasta, soups, 

curries, lamb and pork rolls etc. 
 

A cosy woodfire, good wines and beers coupled 
with true Strathbogie hospitality. 

 
Cost:   $10.00  
Time:   6p.m to 9p.m 
 
Membership:  $5.00 for season social 

 membership, entitles the 
 new member to a free 
 introductory drink. 

 
No need for booking, just rock up and 

enjoy!!! 

 Septic tank pump outs 

 Treatment Plant pump outs 

 Triple interceptor pump outs 

 Portable toilet pump outs 

Fast  service 

Operating out of Benalla 

Servicing all surrounding areas 

Call today  

0447 521 981 

 

 

 

SPLIT DRY FIREWOOD FOR 
SALE 

 

6x4 or Ute - $65.00 
7x5 - $90.00 

Tandem - $120.00 
Local Delivery Charge - $30.00 

 
CONTACT: GRANT PEARCE TO 

ORDER: 
PH: 48 219 552 

Franz Kloft Mechanical Repairs, Euroa.   

Ph. 5795 291O 

NEW VEHICLE SERVICING 
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Hello Everyone, 

What a relief to see the Tableland turn from brown to green.  However, with shorter and colder days, there 
may not be a long growing season for our farmers.  The Bureau of Meteorology’s winter seasonal outlook 
is not optimistic, with a projection of drier than average conditions.  

The Sustainable Development Committee of the Shire is running a farmers’ forum on Friday 21st June at 
the Euroa Showgrounds.  The forum will enable farmers to catch up and share their experiences in an 
informal setting.  Support services will be in attendance should anyone require professional advice in 
dealing with these tough times.  Please keep an eye on local media for the start time. 

It is great to see the Strathbogie Historical Society restart after an 11 year hiatus.  Information will be 
provided by the group, but I just want to give a plug for the Strathbogie History Day in the afternoon of 
Sunday 18 August at the Strathbogie Hall.  The purpose of the day is to help the community preserve its 
historical documents in perpetuity by copying original documents to a digital file.  There is a particular 
focus on school records and photographs, so that the historical society can produce a history of schools 
on the Tableland.  By scanning original documents, owners of these important records and photographs 
can have a digital copy as well as the original and future residents can have an important resource to 
understand the history of the area they reside in.  Please mark the date in your calendar and start hunting 
for those old photographs and records. 

The Shire has just about completed its works program for the 2018/19 financial year.  Despite the 
prolonged dry period making it difficult to work on the unsealed roads, I think some great progress has 
been made this year on improving the gravel road network. 

With regard to the unfinished picnic shelter project in the Strathbogie town 
centre, the Shire is just waiting for input from the Strathbogie Tableland Action 
Group and then the landscaping will be completed and furniture installed. 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding Council matters, please feel 
free to contact me at Alistair.Thomson@strathbogie.vic.gov.au or on 0427 335 
766. 

Please note that the comments in this article are my own as Ward Councillor 
and should not be taken as the official view of Strathbogie Shire Council. 

Tree Planting Working Bee at Gall’s Gap Bridge 
 

The Gooram Valley Landcare Group has been involved with the Goulburn 
Broken Catchment Management Authority in implementing the Strathbogie 
Streams Project.  You may recall recent Tableland Talk articles about 
electrofishing for native fish population and health data collection in the Seven 
Creeks below Polly McQuinn’s and the water flow works at Gall’s Gap Bridge.  
Well, the next step in improving this section of one of our favourite waterways 
is revegetation.   
 
Landholders have been supported in fencing stream banks of priority creeks to 
allow revegetation of the banks to assist in improving water quality.  One of the 
benefits that landholders receive in the program is off- stream watering options. 

This leads to cleaner water in streams and for stock.  To help with the revegetation tree planters from 
across the Strathbogie Ranges are most welcome.  Strathbogie Landcare members are encouraged to 
assist with tree planting along the Seven Creeks at Gall’s Gap Bridge.  
 
Contact: Neil Mob: 0457 526 566 to register your 
attendance (for catering purposes).  
Details of the planting day: 
Site: Gall’s Gap Bridge 
Date: Sunday June 16, 9.30 for a 10.00am start. 
Finishes midday. 
Lunch: will be supplied at Gooram Hall 

 
Equipment: Will be 
supplied, but please 
bring a hammer. 

mailto:Alistair.Thomson@strathbogie.vic.gov.au
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Continued from p7 …..The Bookshelf 
 

I waded through John Gould’s Preface to Birds of 
Australia Vol I.  This contains pages and pages of 
gushing acknowledgement of government officials 
in Britain and Australia, dignitaries, eminent  
scientists, institutions, benefactors, collectors, 
ships captains, exploring companions, and even 
his accountant!  The following was the only  
reference to Elizabeth (my bold): 
 

“At the conclusion of my “Birds of Europe” I had the 

pleasing duty of stating that nearly the whole of the 

Plates had been lithographed by my amiable wife.  

Would that I had the happiness of recording a  

similar statement with regard to the present work; 

but such alas! is not the case, it having pleased the 

All-Wise Disposer of Events to remove her from 

this sublunary world within one short year after 

our return from Australia”.   

 

(Mr H.C. (Henry Constantine) Richter subsequently 

used Elizabeth’s Australian drawings to create the 

lithographic plates and took joint credit with John 

Gould for most of the published illustrations.) 

Next month:  All the Light We Cannot See by  
Anthony Doerr    Mary Mathews 

Red Gum or Red Box 
$150pm 

Bogie Peppermint 
$120pm 

Free delivery 

Anthony Delahey 

Mob: 0458 767 583 

AH 5790 8645 

Election 2019 
by Donmil 

A rational explanation 

For the way that our votes 
were cast: 

When offered a glimpse of 
the future 

We said, No, no – we’ll cling 
to the past.  
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A Winter Evening 
 

A filigree of bare branches lies 
Etched against the wan evening sky, 
Where fleecy clouds all dusted in pink, 
Go scudding around on high . . . 
Raindrops trapped amidst the branches, 
Sparkle in the sun’s last dying rays. 
And birds go winging to their nests 
Hidden deep in leafy maze . . . 
Fat green shoots of daffodil foliage 
Have thrust their way through chilly earth 
And now sit patiently waiting 
For Spring to give their flowers birth . . . 
Wattles nurse their blossom buds 
All through the winter’s cold, 
They too are waiting for the Spring 
To gild the hills with gold . . . 
The Magnolia holds aloft its buds 
All velvety greyish green 
And at its feet, there buried deep 
Hyacinths sleep and dream . . . 
Then as I watch, twilight descends, 
And stars shine hard and bright. 
The air is cold and crisp and clear, 
There will be a frost tonight! 

Helen Dunnachie June ‘85 

Autumn comes to a close and the pumpkin vines 

wither as frosty mornings take their toll. Time to 

harvest the pumpkins for Pumpkin Soup. 

Serves 6 
 
2 tbs olive oil 
1 onion, finely chopped 
1 leek, white part only, finely sliced 
1 clove of garlic, crushed 
1/2 tsp ground coriander 
1 tsp ground cumin 
1/2 tsp freshly grated nutmeg 
1kg peeled pumpkin 
1 large potato 
1L chicken stock 
1/2 cup of thin cream 
 
Heat oil in a large saucepan over low heat, add  
onion and leek and cook for 2-3 minutes, until  
softened, but not coloured.  Add garlic and spices 
and cook, stirring for 30 seconds.  Add pumpkin, 
potato and stock and bring to the boil.  Turn heat to 
low, cover and simmer for 30 minutes.   
 
Allow to cool slightly, then blend in batches.  Return 
soup to pan, stir through cream and reheat gently.  
Season and add a little more nutmeg if desired.  
 
Lovely in winter.  I sometimes bake the potato for 
the soup.  This gives the soup a different flavor 
when combined with the other ingredients.  

Antoinette Hill 

From: Peranbin Primary College Delish  

Create a Cookbook Pty Ltd 2012   

A call out to Strathbogie Farmers 
 

Tableland Talk would love to hear from the farming 

community.  Stories from agriculture are missing 

from our Newsletter.  Many readers would like to 

read about, discuss and learn from your day to day 

work and achievements.  

tablelandtalk@gmail.com 

Strathbogie Tableland Action Group  
Action Plan Report 

The May 19 Community Action Planning follow up 
meeting in the Hall saw a modest number gather to 
discuss progress on projects recommended to the 
Committee at February’s community meeting.  
Many projects are now underway, others have been 
prioritised according to community input.  
 

Submissions have been made to Council regarding 
the Spring Creek shelter area, scoping Hall and 
Rec Ground renovations, a footpath to the Rec 
Ground, the diesel MOU and wider kerbside rubbish 
collection. 
 

4 community grants have been applied for this year. 
The unique township entry signs and indigenous 
naming of the Council Reserve at Spring Creek 
appear to be progressing well.  Sean Mathews 
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Swanpool Environmental Film Festival 2019 
 
It's that time of year again.  In two weeks’ time we'll 
be holding the 7th Swanpool Environmental Film 
Festival.  It will follow the usual format of three 
sessions with breaks for afternoon tea and an 
evening meal. 
 
Speakers and films for the three sessions are: 
Session One:  Dr Tilman Ruff and film 'System 
Error' 
Session Two:  Prof Samantha Hepburn and a Short 
Enviro Film Fest 
Session Three:  Prof Tim Reeves and film '2040' 
 
Attendees will be particularly interested to hear Dr 
Tilman Ruff's talk.  Tilman and Charlotte are 
landholders in the Lima East valley and he has 
offered to bring along the Nobel Peace Prize medal 
for display at the SEFF, 2019.  Prof Samantha 
Hepburn's talk is very relevant to our times with 
environmental laws and determinations now being 
challenged.  Prof Tim Reeves spoke recently about 
local food production at a Water Forum in Euroa.  
At the SEFF he will present us with a global 
perspective. 
 
The feature films are excellent with the film '2040' 
being requested by previous attendees.  This year 
the inclusion of a Short Enviro Film Fest allows us 
to present some excellent talks, poems, short films 
and newsreels as well as giving a visual update on 
local matters.  We hope you'll enjoy this new 
segment. 
 
The cost for the whole event including full catering 
remains at $30 total.  Booking this year is on 
TryBooking to make our treasurer's job that bit 
easier.  The event is brought to you by Swanpool 
Landcare and Benalla Sustainable Future Group.  
We thank the Gecko CLaN, GBCMA, Benalla 
Permaculture and Granite Creeks Landcare 
Network once again for their support. 
 
See you at the SEFF! 
Ian at the Newsdesk  

 

Animal registration blitz happening in 
the Strathbogie Shire 

 
Strathbogie Shire Council urges 
residents who have not yet 
registered or re-registered their 
pets to make sure they do so.  
Animal registrations were due on 
Wednesday 10th April and to 
date, 30 percent of animals who 

were previously registered with Council have not been re-
registered.  After Monday 13th May, Council will 
commence a registration blitz by door-knocking across 
the shire to ensure domestic animals are registered, as 
required by law. 
 

Failure to register your pet within the amnesty period may 
result in a $317 fine per animal.  Please also remember 
that if you have a new pet that is more than three months 
old they need to be registered with us. 
 

To register or re-register your pet, you can visit one of our 
Customer Service Centres at 109A Binney Street, Euroa 
or 293 High Street, Nagambie.  Some pets are eligible for 
a reduced registration fee.  If you are a pensioner, you 
can also receive a discount.  Please contact Council 
Offices if you think you may be entitled to a reduced fee 
and we will make sure you receive any discount you or 
your pets are entitled to. 
 

Council offers its condolences to those whose pets have 
passed away since they registered them last year, and 
asks residents to please advise Council so we can 
update our records. 
 

If you have any questions or 
concerns relating to animal 
registrations, please don’t hesitate 
to contact Council Offices by 
calling 1800 065 993 or emailing 
info@strathbogie.vic.gov.au. 

Inspiration 
My father is a regular visitor to our place in Creek 
Junction.  He has been inspired by the area and its 
history for his model Railway layout.  Dad is a 
model rail enthusiast and is currently updating his 
layout based on the historical Railway that was 
proposed in the area.  He found all the old articles 
on Trove.  Here is a pic of Dad’s vision of the North 
Strathbogie Butter factory that was just up the road 
from our place.  His layout is not complete in its 
scenic update but I thought you all might like to see 
his building he has made.  As Dad would say when 
he visits. This is God’s country.   Laura Van De Voorde 
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This may well have been the headlines of local news publications 52 years ago when a major 
event in the history of the Strathbogie Plateau took place. According to Strathbogie Centenary, 1877-1977 
– A History of Strathbogie, this momentous event was marked by a gala Switch on Ball at the Memorial 
Hall. It was reported as follows: 

 “A gay and happy crowd of 600 people gathered at the Strathbogie Memorial Hall on Friday, Sept. 1, 
1967, to witness an historic ceremony, marking a milestone in the history of the Tableland development. 
Former residents and official guests travelled many miles to attend the S.E.C. Switch-on Ball. 

 During the evening Mr. A. Smith, as secretary of the switch-on committee, called on the president, 
Cr. H.H. Mackrell, who in the course of his remarks said that as far back as 1925 a public meeting was 
held to ascertain the district interest in being connected to electricity.  However it was not until 1955 that 
another move was made. 

 Mrs. E.B. Tame, who had worked unselfishly for every Strathbogie project for many years, was 
given the honor and privilege of pressing the switch 
that was to connect the power to the district.  

Miss Kaye Ellis, of Boho South, was the star of the 
ball.” 

Laurence and Lyla Tames’ recollections of 
this remarkable event were that there were so 
many people in attendance, including a number of 
local politicians. A red ribbon was stretched across 
the stage and a small wooden box with a plaque 
and small switch on top, was presented to 
Laurence’s mother. She was nominated, as the 
eldest member of the community, to switch on the 
electricity by means of the symbolic switch on the 
wooden box. The plaque was inscribed with the 
words: 

“Presented to Mrs. E.B. Tame on September 1st. 
1967 to commemorate the switching on of 
electricity supply to Strathbogie.”  

The hall was in darkness, and as she flicked the switch on the box, the new bright electric lights 
suddenly lit up the hall. Prior to this the hall was powered by a 240v diesel generator.  

Of course this event signified the connection of the Strathbogie Plateau to the State Power Grid, a 
major event in the history of our community.         Dayle Tame 

A brighter future for Strathbogie Tableland!! 

600 people attend the Switch On Ball  

1st September, 1967 

The Common Myna Invasion: a cooperative approach. 
Last year, Strathbogie Landcare launched it's Common Myna Action Program, with an initial focus on 
working out just how big the problem on the Tableland is.  Six months ago, there were hardly any official 
records of mynas on the Tableland. Now we know they are widely distributed, usually in groups of a few 

at time, but including several large nesting colonies.  The 
problem is bigger than imagined.  The only district we have no myna 
records is 'Strathbogie South', south of Polly McQuinn's Rd and Tames Rd.   
If anyone knows of mynas from that area, please get in touch. 
Several landholders on the Tableland have begun trapping mynas, with 
mixed success.  Some birds have been caught quite easily, others have 
refused to go near the specially designed traps.  For comprehensive 
information about mynas and their control - https://www.feralscan.org.au/
mynascan/ 
Strathbogie Ranges Conservation Management Network recently received 
funding to roll-out a program for myna control resource development and 
cooperation with local groups.  Strathbogie Landcare welcomes this great 
news - see coming TT editions. A cooperative approach is best for success. 
 

In the meantime, if you'd like to get involved, contact Strathbogie Landcare 
- we'd like to learn more about mynas on the Tableland.  We have a few 
myna traps for loan.  Free of charge for 2 weeks, $25 cash deposit.  
Contact Sean: Mob: 0400 019 607 
To the left is a MynaScan map showing current known myna distribution on and 
around the Tableland.     Bert Lobert & Sean Mathews 

The original switch box , now held in Dayle Tame’s care. 

https://www.feralscan.org.au/mynascan/
https://www.feralscan.org.au/mynascan/
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ANZAC Service 
On Wednesday the 24th of April we held the Strathbogie ANZAC service, with the students performing 
two songs.  Thank you to the families & community members who assisted us in the lead up & on the day. 
 

Parliament 
The Strathbogie Senior Class travelled to Violet Town to participate in a Mock 
Parliament session run by the Parliament Education Office. Students of the 
Government proposed a bill to lengthen the school day by 2 hours.  This was 
hotly debated by the Opposition and Independents, with several members 
choosing to share their views off script!  
 

Budding Bogie Golfers 
On the afternoon of Monday the 6th of May, the greens of Bogie Golf course 
were humming.  The students arrived to a warm welcome from Alan, David 
and Grant.  After an informative and entertaining presentation about the  
history of the sport and the club, the kids were given the opportunity to have a 
go.  Putting and driving were the activities and there was a lot of skill and  
potential displayed.  Everyone had a fabulous time and the club is kindly  
offering lessons for kids and adults.  Thanks again to Strathbogie Golf Club 
for a wonderful afternoon. 
 

World Labyrinth Day 
On Friday the 3rd of May, at Strathbogie Campus, we celebrated the inaugural World Labyrinth Day for 
Schools.  World Labyrinth Day is about creating “Peace in the World”, and how this can begin with peace 
within. 

In Art we created some clay finger Labyrinths.  These will 
be used at school to help students maintain a calm mind 
and to aid concentration and problem solving. 
In the morning long-time friend of the school, Mick 
Frewin helped us mark out a walk-able Labyrinth.  The 
children used great initiative by adding leaves to the lines 
of this Labyrinth and it looks fantastic!  Bec and Maggie 
dropped by and we welcomed community members 
Dayle Tame and Barb Selby who joined in festivities in 
the afternoon.  After lunch Nick Lester and Di Mackrell 
led a fun music session using some recently acquired 
percussion instruments donated by Alexandra Primary 
school.  Thanks Nick for organising this.  Our students 
created amazing sounds during the call and response 
activity and learnt how to follow the conductor (Nick).   
Di led a singing session of John Lennon's Give Peace a 

Chance.  We tried walking the Labyrinth while playing instruments and singing as well as doing some  
interpretive dance with a partner to the different styles! 
Labyrinths are different to mazes as they only have one path to the centre; your steps are then retraced to 
exit.  The classic design (which we created at the Primary school) is thought to be over 4,000 years old 
and the Chartres design (there is one at St Pauls church in Euroa) is often found in churches and  
originated in the 12th century. 
While they are sometimes used as tools for prayer and pilgrimage they are not associated with any one 
religion or culture.  Modern and ancient practices are evident in Europe, Asia, America, Indonesia and 
Australia.  They feature in rock carvings, paintings, pottery, coins, weaving, mosaics and on the ground. 
 

Indonesian Has Begun: 
We all started Indonesian lessons with our specialist teacher in Melbourne, Bu Glenda.  We combined 
with Violet Town classes and used the WebEx to link us all up.  The students found it fascinating to see 
themselves on screen.  The lesson was interesting and fun.  We learned where Indonesia is located and 
the colours of the flag.  The students can now introduce themselves in Indonesian.  The Junior Class 
have looked at Indonesian numbers and colours in class.  They all remember the Indonesian word for 
brown: chocolat. 
 

Magazines 
If anyone has any unwanted magazines we would love to have them dropped in at the school for various 
activities. 

Peranbin Primary College Strathbogie Campus 


