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What’s On 

Jun 2 - Puff Ball Violet Town Memorial Hall 
Jun 8 - Fungi of the GB Euroa 3rd Age Club 

Jun 9 - How to use a fungi app: Arboretum 

Jun 9 -  Voices of the Forest Concert, 
BPAC Ella Hooper, Lisa Mitchell, Jo Smith 

Jun 16 - Swanpool Environment Film Fest 
Jun 23 - CMN Riparian Walk  
Jun 23 - Winterman 

Jul 7 - Swanpool St Kilda Film Festival 
---------------------------------------------------- 

First Monday of every second month 
(next July 2 (tbc) - 7.30pm STAG meeting at 
Strathbogie Hall 
Every Tuesday—10am Tennis at Strath-
bogie Rec Ground. 
Every Wednesday -  Material Girls - 10am - 
Rec Ground - BYO lunch. Newcomers wel-
come - Ph Jenny Walker 57905111 or Jill 
Smith 57905159 

Every Wednesday - 7.30pm Strathbogie 
Singing Group - St Andrews Church - 
Strathbogie (except in School Holidays) ph. 
Di Mackrell 57905241 

Every Thursday—6pm Strathbogie Rec 
Ground fun & tennis too. 
Every second month - Strathbogie Table-
land Landcare Group Next June 24 

9-11am Contact Sean Mathews  
Mob: 0400019607 

Every Second and Fourth Sunday - 
Church service at Strathbogie Church - 
11.00am 

First Wednesday of the month - 1.30pm 
Strathbogie Garden Group. Contact  Wendy 
57908523 

Every Fourth Saturday of the month—

Australian Plant Society Group meeting - 
contact Pete 0402 882 959  
Every first and third Sunday of the Month 

Royal Romance 

By Donmil 
 

Markle Sparkled 

So Harry married 

WINTER MAN CELEBRATIONWINTER MAN CELEBRATIONWINTER MAN CELEBRATIONWINTER MAN CELEBRATION    
On the coldest, darkest night of the year, let us come together 

and celebrate the winter solstice and leave behind the past 

year, making way for new seasons and new light. 

On this shortest day we remember the year that has been: the 

tough dry summer, an even tougher autumn, and this cold and 

now wet winter. Everyone will have their own story. Definitely 

not all, but the solstice celebration is an opportunity to let go 

of past hardships and grievances.  

The ancient people of Europe put their pasts in the Winter 

Man. They built him from pruning's and harvest stalks. They 

bound them together into a giant of a man, with limbs of 

length, fingers and a face, a chest of combustible broom. They 

stood him gently up, the year gone past towered above them 

as the Winter Man. This became tradition, part of the cycle of 

earth and moon and seasons. A place to offer up the physical 

year of growth and crop. And it has become tradition here in 

Strathbogie. 

And what else have we finished with? What else to burn? What 

niggles and shames, what grumps and dislikes, what shoulds 

and shouldn’ts and if onlys? Here we can scribe them down 

and stuff them into the Winter Man and let these too burn.  

So come together for a night of community merriment, with a 

bonfire and the burning of the Winter Man. 
BYO food, drink, musical instruments,  

grievances (pen/paper), warm coats, beanies and gloves! 

Saturday 23rd June,Saturday 23rd June,Saturday 23rd June,Saturday 23rd June, sunset lighting 

in The Little Rock Paddock at David & Libby Hamilton’s  

“Bolarum”, 1948 Euroa-Strathbogie Rd, Strathbogie. 
Anyone interested in helping assemble the Winter Man,  

come for a few hours on Saturday afternoon (on site) 

Ph David for more information 57905214 or 57905235 
Strathogie Conserva�on Management 

Network  presents: Riparian Walk No 6 
⇒ Emu Waterholes Creek 

⇒ June 23, 9am 

h"p://www.strathbogieranges.org.au/

category/upcoming-events/  
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Do you need a 
Justice of  
the Peace? 

 

 

Chris Thomson 

‘Aberdeen’ 
57905340 

Strathbogie  
Recreation Ground 

 

All bookings are to 
be made with Kim 
Usher 57905345 

The Deadline for the July edition of Tableland Talk is Saturday the 30th June.  
Email: tablelandtalk@gmail.com, ph: 5790 5203 or 0400 019 607, post PO, Strathbogie,  

or leave contributions at the Strathbogie Store. The TT team. 

Mobile Library  
 

Dates for  
Strathbogie  
 

(every 2nd Saturday,   
9.30 - 12 noon) 
 

June 2, 16 & 30 

 

Strathbogie  
Memorial Hall  

Available for hire— $125 with $250 re-
fundable deposit in case carpet cleaning 

is required.  
Bookings contact person is Kim Usher  

Ph 5790 5345 

Euroa Cinema  
in June 

 

Fri Jun 1 8pm — “Aurore” (M) 

Sat June 2 8 pm & Sun Jun 3 4pm -  

“Gurrumul” (PG) 

Sat Jun 9 8pm & Sun Jun 10 4pm - 

“Breath” (M) 

Sat Jun 16 8pm & Sun Jun 17  4pm- 

“Chappaquiddick” (M) 

Wed June 20 6.30pm - Human Flow 

(M) Rural Australians for Refugees 

fundraiser 

Sat Jun 23 8pm & Sun Jun 24 4pm -  

“Isle of Dogs” (PG) 

Sat Jun 30 8pm & Sun Jul 1 4pm -  

“Pecking Order” (PG) 

 

If you wish to receive a weekly email 

update, then send your details to  

euroa.cinema@strathbogie.vic.gov.au   

 

Screening Times: 

Sat 8pm, Sun 4pm.  

Tickets $10, school age kids free. 

A reminder that Tableland Talk is a com-
munity newsletter run by a volunteer 
group.  
All community adverts are free.  
Business adverts are charged at $7 per 
issue for a usual size, or $12 per issue for 
a third to half page. 
We would appreciate it if all invoices for 
advertising are paid in full, and promptly - 
we have to pay for the photocopying. 
This will be coming up soon! 
The TT team 

This newsle�er is en�rely made up of 

contribu�ons. Contribu�ons to this 

newsle�er are published as a forum for 

public discussion. The opinions ex-

pressed are the opinions of the contrib-

utors and obviously not necessarily the 

opinions of the TT team. By publishing 

contribu�ons this newsle�er does not 

give its authority to the truth or validity 

of the material contained in contribu-

�ons. Readers are reminded that all 

contribu�ons MUST be submi�ed with 

the name and address of the writer. 

SWANPOOL CINEMA in June 
www.swanpoolcinema.com.au 

Jun 2 6pm  & Jun 3 5pm Double Bill “Film stars don’t die 

in Liverpool” (M) & “Happy End”  (M)  

Jun 2 1.30pm “Film stars don’t live in Liverpool” (M) 

June 8 & 9 6pm,  Jun 10 5pm Double Bill “The Guernsey 

Literary and Potato Peel Society” (M) “Early Man” (PG) 

Jun 15 6pm & Jun 17 5pm Double Bill “The 

Square” (MA+) & “Force Majeure” (M) 

Jun 16 Swanpool Environmental Film FesAval 1pm $30 

Jun 22 & 23 6pm, Jun 24 5pm Double Bill “The death of 

Stalin” (MA+) & “Faces Places” (G) 

Jun 29 1.30pm “Phantom Thread” (M) 

Jun 30 & Jul 1 Double Bill “Phantom Thread” (M) & 

“Darkest Hour” (PG) 

Jul 7 7pm Swanpool has St Kilda Film FesAval 2 sessions  

Tickets $13.50/$11 

Got something to say?  

Why not drop us a line in our 

new Letters to the Editor feature 

Check it out! 

Boho South Hall 
Available for hire. 
Bookings contact:  
Margaret Mactier 
Ph 57908544 

Support Strathbogie Tableland Landcare 

Group agricultural & conserva�on projects 

Membership is $10 per household.  

This gives you access to the Landcare Victo-

ria magazine, subsidised seedling purchases 

& worthy community projects. Simply depos-

it $10 into the Strathbogie Tableland Land-

care account BSB 803 078 Acc 2823256 with 

your name as reference and / or contact 

Secretary Sean Mathews  for a membership 

form snmthws@bigpond.com  



Fire Restrictions Over, Danger Remains 

 

Although the Fire Danger Period for the 
municipalities of Greater Shepparton, Moi-
ra and Strathbogie is over, the threat of fire 
in the landscape is still a present danger. Due to dri-
er than usual conditions for this time of year, people 
are advised it is easy to lose control of burn-offs. 
 

CFA District 22 Community Education Coordinator, 
Fiona Ritchie said “With the extra dry conditions lin-
gering people need to realise it’s easier to lose con-
trol of a burn-off. Take care and have water readily 
available at all times and ensure your burn is 100% 
out before you leave it. Also NEVER leave your burn
-off unattended, this goes for small backyard bon-
fires in drums too.” 
 

Check with your local council to make sure you’re 
allowed to burn off. Some councils have regulations 
and Local Laws to adhere to. Burning off grass, 
stubble, weeds, undergrowth or other vegetation is 
generally permitted outside the Fire Danger Period, 
however Local Laws on burn-offs can apply year-
round. To be on the safe side it’s best to check with 
your local council before lighting up. 
 

Register burns with the Emergency Services Telecommunica-

tions Authority via the Burn-Off Notification Hotline on 1800 668 

511 or via email burnoffs@esta.vic.gov.au 

Anderson Plumbing  
& Civil Pty Ltd 

ABN: 90120509944      Lic No: 28115 

• Backhoe hire 

• Drainage & civil works 

• Plumbing & rural building maintenance 

• Contract labour & plant operation 

• Licensed & Insured 

 

 

Regions, Bring out your 
best! 

 

The Victorian Regional 
Achievement & Community 

Awards have been launched for 2018 and the 
search for our community champions has begun. 
Mayor Amanda McClaren invites all residents to 
be proactive by nominating an individual, busi-
ness or group that is helping to reshape and in-
spire our community. “It would be great for our 
local community contributors to be showcased.”  
 

Give thanks by nominating them into one of these 
categories: 
• Prime Super Agricultural Innovation Award 

• Prime Super Employer Excellence in Aged Care  
• Department of Environment, Land, Water and 
Planning Diversity and Inclusion Award 

• Regional Development Victoria Business 
Achievement Award 

• Regional Development Victoria Leadership and 
Innovation Award 

• Parks Vic Environmental Sustainability Award 

• Henry Carus & Associates and Life Activities 
Clubs Victoria Senior Achievement Award 

• South West TAFE & Deakin University South 
West Regional Achiever Award 

• Ricoh Australia Customer Service Award 

• Awards Australia Community Group of the Year 
 

Great prizes are up for grabs with either $2,000 
into an account in their name from Bank of 
Melbourne or air time packages on PRIME7 for 
category winners. Every nomination will 
receive a certificate of achievement. 
 

To submit a nomination, simply go online 
www.awardsaustralia.com/vicraca and select 
‘Nominate Now’.  
Alternatively, make the process that much easier 
by calling the Awards Office and passing on their 
details. Nominations close Wednes-
day 18 July 2018, for assistance 
please feel free to call the Awards 
Office on 9720 1638 or email 
vic@awardsaustralia.com 

Bogart meets to plan application for a 
Strathbogie Arts Hub Tram 

Strathbogie artists gathered 
once again this week to pro-
gress the idea of establish-
ing a hub for public studios, 
workshops, collaborations 
and sharing of creative ide-
as. The Victorian Govt re-

cently announced the release of 134 W & Z class 
trams from storage. Community groups are en-
couraged to apply. The Bogart Group has set up 
a working party to formulate an application with 
the objective of using trams as the structural foun-
dation of a Strathbogie Township Arts Hub.  

Sean Mathews 
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Local Electrician -  
Brendan Hurle 

Ph 0428518409 

Excellent local service 

ISA Brown 

Point of Lay Pullets 

Friendly, laying 

hens 
 Ideal for backyards 

$19 each 

Phone Bec 

57981868 

SOLAR $PECIALS 
Ebay prices, local service 
Solar PUMPS 30-120M fr  $1480 complete Kits 

Off Grid power and lighAng DIY Kits 

Solar electric fence units, all in one from $129 

235 W solar panels $212, 195W $198  

Deep Cycle 12V baJeries, flooded cell baJeries 

Solar Gate openers, designed in Australia. 

Folding Solar panels with Reg, 120W $248 

Generators, inverter, Diesel, Silent, backup 
 

www.commodoreaustralia.com.au 
0408619779  *  1300669256 

Advertising Rates - All advertisements for community events and also buy/swap/sell adverts are placed free 
of charge. Advertisements for any commercial gain or business is charged at a rate of $7 per issue for usual 
adverts, and 1/3 to 1/2 page is $12.  
Rates are very reasonable. Advertising solely funds this newsletter. Please support our advertisers. 
For more information, please email  tablelandtalk@gmail.com, or phone 57905236 

 

 

Bottled beer and tastings 
available at the Euroa Farmers 
Market, Violet Town Market, 
The Weekend Local and  
Under The Sun 

www.strathbogiebrewing.com.au 

Strathbogie  
Engineering 

 

 

For your Fabrication, Machining, Welding, Ser-
vicing and Repairs 

 

Stuart Watts 

62 Wonganookah Track,  
Marraweeney, 
03 5790 8668 or 0416 049 252 

E: Strathbogie. Engineering@pobox.com 

 



Hello Again Everyone, 
I would like to take the opportunity to update you on some of the happenings at your 

Council. 

Flood Recovery 

All tenders for the approximately $6 million of damage to Shire infrastructure, following 

the significant rainfall event in early December, have now been awarded. Work has started 

on the repairs and will conAnue through the winter. It was originally hoped that work could 

be completed by June, before the bulk of the winter rainfall, but while several tenders 

were submiJed for the project, most were uncompeAAve on price. Consequently, only two 

organisaAons were awarded projects which will stretch out the project Ameframe. 
  

Roads Advisory CommiJee 

Maintenance of the road network is arguably the most important funcAon of Council. It certainly represents the larg-

est item of Council expenditure. This Council felt that it was important for the community to have a greater say in the 

maintenance priority of our road network and has formed a Roads Advisory CommiJee. 

NominaAons are invited for three community posiAons on the commiJee. The commiJee will be asked to provide 

advice on roads policy and strategy. The Council invites expressions of interest from community members who have 

qualificaAons and/or pracAcal experience in civil engineering. 

Please call the Shire on 1 800 065 993 for a nominaAon form if you, or someone you know, is interested in joining the 

commiJee. 
 

Swimming Pools 

The Shire’s swimming pools are a major recreaAonal asset and are much appreciated by Tableland community mem-

bers who use the pools in Euroa and Violet Town. You may recall a survey was sent to all households 4 years ago, ask-

ing us for our thoughts on the future of the pools. 
 

CommiJed community members have joined/formed ‘friends of the pools’ groups and a Shire-wide pools working 

group. These groups have been instrumental in compleAng upgrades to the faciliAes. 
 

But the major consideraAons sAll exist for Council. EssenAally there are three: 

Despite residents having free admission, aJendance at the 4 pools totalled 36,000 over the past summer. With 

operaAng expenses of around $330,000 this means that it cost ratepayers $9 for each visit. Do residents want 

to maintain this posiAon? 

The management of the pools is problemaAc. There is limited community 

involvement in the management at most pools and contracts do not have any 

incenAve for investment in the pools. Consequently, there are limited fea-

tures and programs to increase patronage. 

The pools are ageing. The pools average almost 50 years of age and are going 

to start requiring very large amounts of capital spending to extend their 

lifespan. 
 

A very comprehensive report has been prepared and is open for public com-

ment unAl 22
nd

 June. The report is available from the Shire’s website or avail-

able for review at Council Offices/Libraries. Council will consider all com-

ments when it meets to review the future strategy for the pools. 

If you have any quesAons or concerns regarding Council maJers, please feel free to contact me at 
Alistair.Thomson@strathbogie.vic.gov.au or on 0427 335 766. 
 

Please note that the comments in this arAcle are my own as Ward Councillor and should not be taken as the official view of Strathbogie Shire 

Council. 

VOICES OF THE FOREST FUNDRAISER CONCERT  

June 9, 7pm $50 

Local artists including Ella Hooper, Lisa Mitchell and Jo Jo Smith  will 
be putting on a great show at the  

Benalla Performing Arts Centre. 57 Samaria Rd 

www.trybooking.com 
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Ph 0407095179 

Email: derekcrosbie@live.com.au 

WATER BORES 

Call now for a site inspection 
and no obligation free quote: 
 

 

Ph: (03) 59674432  
or 0418 362 968 

 

 

Email:  
admin@matthewandsons.com.au 

www.matthewandsons.com.au 

If you would like to read the Violet Town Village 

Voice contact Terry Frewin 

at  frewintp@gmail.com  to get an emailed copy 

each month, or it can be read on-line 

at   www.violeJown.org.au   

CRANES  
CARPET CARE 

Carpet DRYcleaning, Drapes, Upholstery  
Residential & Commercial  
Grant Crane  
Ph: 0427 384 431 mgcrane@yahoo.com.au 

 

 

6 



Euroa Arboretum Winter Orders 

It's time to place your order at the Euroa Arbore-
tum Nursery - Begin to think about what to plant 
next Winter.  
The Arboretum will plant the seeds and prepare 
your order, you may pick up from April onwards. 
Prices are on our website. 
Simply download the interactive form, save it to 
your computer, complete and upload from this 
page -  
www.euroaarboretum.com.au/plant-order-form 

You can also visit the nursery any Monday or 
Thursday from 9am-4.30pm 

Reflexology, a relaxing way to:  

Boost immunity, improve memory and sleep, 

reduce pain.  

Violet Town Community House 

For an appointment  

Call Rebecca 

Ph: 0419 122 275 

“Walk this way to Better Health”“Walk this way to Better Health”“Walk this way to Better Health”“Walk this way to Better Health” 

 

TWILIGHT BBQ—5.30pm 
VISITORS WELCOME   

FIRST TUESDAY IN THE MONTH 
 

CLUB WILL SUPPLY AND COOK THE MEAT 
$10.00 PER MEAL WHEN YOU BRING A 
SMALL SALAD OR DESSERT TO SHARE 

OTHERWISE $15.00 PER MEAL 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Letter to the editor. 
Deadly As Fungi is in Strathbogie. 
Be aware of the truth. This is going to stretch the limits of your belief system and stretch the boundary of 
your imagination. 
 

First, I should introduce myself. My name is ‘Deadly As’ and I am a 12,000 year old fungi. Yes, fungi can 
communicate. We have the ability to commandeer most humans at will. This is not news to the worldwide 
fungi community for this has been happening for many thousands of years. So, for entertainment purpos-
es. I felt the need to inform humanity of its complete takeover by fungi groups through-out the world.  
 

If you had not been taken over by fungi, you would still be sitting in trees and eating nuts. The first human 
thought, was a fungi thought. In fact, if we are to lay all our cards on the table. Which I will. Humans are 
the creation of fungi. We spore-d you into consciousness for our own pleasure and enjoyment. 
 

As our little experiment has evolved, we are quite surprised to see some humans are completely impossi-
ble to commandeer. Missing a vital strand in the DNA complex structure. This has left them to their own 
devices. So, like robots they bumble along with blank expressions on their faces and a dullness of heart, 
common with the early humans pre-colonisation.                                                           Continued page 8 

• Septic tank pump outs 

• Treatment Plant pump outs 

• Triple interceptor pump outs 

• Portable toilet pump outs 

Fast  service 

Operating out of Benalla 

Servicing all surrounding areas 

Call today  

0447 521 981 
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continued from page 7 ….. 
 

We fungi, as a compassionate and benevolent race of sentient beings, are quite perplexed by this missing 
gene which blocks our colonisation process. Although the dulled humans, or the ’dumas’ as we call them, 
can function quite OK. Their ability to copy basic abilities from ‘Enlightened Humans’  has allowed them 
to fumble along and at the same time make an enormous mess of things in the world.  
NOTE: fungi introduces a bright twinkle in the eye of its host, hence the name ‘enlightened humans’ 
or ‘E Human’. 
 

The ‘dumas’ still have a chance to grow this missing link in their DNA . If only we can train them out of 
things like their mind numbing creations of TV, newspapers and over processed foods and re-introduce 
them back into the natural world. Certain groups of ’dumas’ have their small brains set on the idea that 
they can interfere with the natural course of things. They consciously aim to prevent total ENLIGHTEN-
MENT’ of the human race and in doing so keep the population of the robotic ’dumas’ under their control. 
Unfortunately, many ‘enlightened ones’ have fallen into the trap and have found that their connection to 
fungi has slowly been closing down. Hence this WARNING! If you feel you have succumb to the ‘dumas’ 
trap, don’t panic! There is a way forward. 
 

Read this next heading 7 times: DEADLY AS FUNGI, DEADLY AS FUNGI, DEADLY AS FUNGI, DEAD-
LY AS FUNGI, DEADLY AS FUNGI, DEADLY AS FUNGI, DEADLY AS FUNGI. 
Followed with the mindful act of tapping the top of the right index finger with the left index finger 6 times. 
This is designed as an awakening trigger when you read it. So if you have found yourselves tuning into 
the ‘dumas’ realm, it should be enough to deactivate and reactivate you towards ‘enlightenment”. 
 

If you ’E Humans’ encounter any of the ‘dumas’  in your every day travels. Please just smile. This calms 
them straight away. Next a wave is a good idea. Just gauge the reaction. If you succeed in receiving a 
wave in return, then you are probably seeing a newly activated ‘E Human’. Return to smiling and if there 
is any sign of a sparkle in the eye, then pounce in for a ‘HUG’. HUGGING IS THE MOST POWERFUL 
TOOL WE HAVE FOR FULL TRANSFORMATION TOWARD ENLIGHTENMENT. 
 

Finally, I have developed a strain of ……joyousnessnessness………..a wonderful wandering develop-
ment, which in it’s divine creation, creates a spark for the seed to be germinated. Deep down inside the 
body of a human is a tiny point within the heart. This is where the seed can be activated. A hug or a smile 
can stimulate the heart to open, allowing a micro millimetre of compassion to enter the heart.  Now, for 
those who do not know.) Compassion is the key to open the gateway to the tiny point with which the joy-
ousnessnessness’ can enter and join the seed. Sprouting into pure light. 
 

If we are successful in the seeding of the quite large denomination of ’dumas’ humans. We can continue 
along our evolutionary path toward full enlightenment of humanity. All the other animals and minerals and 
plant life have been waiting patiently for our arrival into the elevated state of soaring. Which is where they 
spend their time, creating an exciting new future for our host. 
Our mother, our birth mother, who birthed us all into creation and who we affectionately call ‘Mumma E’, 
our Mother Earth.  
 

‘Mumma E’ is on the brink of becoming the first planet to bring all her creations with her into STARDOM. 
This has never occurred before. STARDOM is where a planet becomes a Sun. A planet who can bring all 
her creations with her to Stardom enters a state known as Super Stardom. Basically it is a massive big 
fiery event. She lights up the whole SHE-BANG! It is the greatest achievement a planet can reach. Plan-
ets who do not succeed can whither and die. Planets who reach Stardom live on for all eternity. The 
whole universe of SUNS is watching to see if it can happen. The question most raised….. “Will fungi 
be able to successfully enlighten the ‘dumas’?” Or “Will the ‘dumas’, stuff it all up for fungi and 
‘Mumma E’” 
 

Well, I told you I was going to stretch your belief system. And stretch your imagi-
nation. IMAGINE……. fungi, the heart behind the brains behind the hu-man. So 
now you are informed, you can make a decision based on facts. And be aware of 
the truth. 
 

I hope you have been enjoying the Fungi Festival, it to is designed to put a spar-
kle in your eye as is all fungi intentions everywhere. 
 

Love from, 
 

DEADLY AS, fungi friend of humanity. 
spokesperson for  FUFF OFF 

’freedom underground fungi federation of forests friends’ 
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2018 Program 

Café Culture Series  

(Shows $75 or $25 each) 
 

Saturday Sep 1:  

DR. CRASK & HIS SWINGING ELIXIR BAND 

Whatever ails you, a dose of Dr Crask and his Swing-

in' Elixir is guaranteed to get you on your feet.  

Saturday Nov 17:  

A NIGHT OF BOLLYWOOD 

A celebration of Indian traditional & contemporary mu-

sic and dance: vibrant, energetic and colourful.  

AND a fabulous additional show!  

Sunday Sep 23 AFTERNOON THEATRE: HELL 
SHIP: THE JOURNEY OF THE TICONDEROGA 

Michael Veitch (comedian, author, actor) writes and 

performs a one-man show of an historical maritime 

drama. In 1852, the emigrant ship Ticonderoga limped 

into Port Melbourne: a saga of tragedy, loss and hero-

ism Tickets: price tbc 

 
RuffArtZ invites you to join in the fun of our 

2018 program!  
 

RuffArtZ acknowledges with appreciation the gener-
ous support of Creative Victoria, and the invaluable 
collaboration with Mary Souness & Just Shows to Go. 

 

Bookings: Chris�ne 0419 561 386 or  

email ruffartz�ckets@gmail.com 
www.ruffartz.com.au 

 

APPLY TO PICK YOUR  
COMMUNITY PROJECT  

Victorian residents aged 16 and over will be able to sub-
mit their idea for consideration under the Pick My Project 
program backed by $30 million from the Victorian Budg-
et 2018/19. Any idea that helps build a stronger commu-
nity, and has the backing of a local organisation, com-
munity group, school, local council, or other eligible 
group to help is possible.  

Ideas could include anything from sporting and recrea-
tion infrastructure, community arts projects, improve-
ments to community facilities or the local environment. 
Projects need to be feasible & have land-owner consent, 
but without restrictive guidelines many local priorities 
that fall-between the cracks of other grant programs will 
be eligible. 

Communities get to vote for the projects they think are 
most important, giving residents their say on the best 
way to improve their area. Projects between $20,000 
and $200,000 considered. Apps May to June 24, win-
ners Sept 18. To register pickmyproject.vic.gov.au 

 Detox Your Home” from 
chemicals safely 

Have you got household chemicals 
that you need to dispose of?  
Strathbogie Shire residents are be-
ing urged to ‘Detox your Home’ – a safe, free and 
easy-to use service to dispose of common, highly 
toxic household chemicals without harming your 
health or the environment. 
 

The household chemical collection program is com-
ing to Mitchell Shire Council’s Seymour Works Depot 
(behind Seymour Sports & Aquatic Centre) on Satur-
day 2 June between 10am-2pm.  
 

Strathbogie Shire Waste Engineer Darren Ritchie is 
encouraging residents to make the most of the Sey-
mour event as it is currently the closest collection 
program for Strathbogie Shire residents to dispose 
of their household chemicals- like pesticides, deter-
gents and weed killers. 

 

“Chemical wastes of any kind cannot be accepted at 
any of Strathbogie Shire Council’s Waste Transfer 
Stations, so the collection event occurring in Sey-
mour provides the best opportunity for our residents 
to dispose of their unwanted toxic household chemi-
cals,” Mr Ritchie explained. 
 

The chemicals dropped off are immediately sorted 
and placed in sealed drums and are then 

transported to a specialist waste treatment facility. 
The majority of chemicals collected are either recy-
cled or used for energy recovery. The small amount 
that can’t be used for these purposes are stored in 
EPA approved secure landfills. 

 

Before attending the Seymour event, residents are 
reminded to check the list of items which 

can be accepted, by visiting http://
www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/You-and-Your-Home/
Wasteand- 

recycling/Detox-your-home/Items-accepted-and-not-
accepted  
or can call 1300 363 744 for further information 
about the event. 
 

Only containers up to 20 litres are accepted. 

Budget bottom line 

 by Donmil 

  

My budgetary thinking? Said ScoMo; 

To explain it will take half a minute: 

If it doesn’t make rich people richer 

Then the government will not be in it.”  
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SPLIT DRY FIREWOOD FOR 
SALE 

 

6x4 - $65.00 
7x5 - $90.00 

Tandem - $120.00 
Local Delivery Charge - $25.00 

CONTACT GRANT PEARCE TO AR-
RANGE: 

PH: 57787424 

 Apply for Victoria’s EPA    
Sustainability Awards 

EPA is encouraging businesses, 
government organisations, commu-
nity groups and individuals who 
have shown leadership in environmental protec-
tion to enter. Eligible entries can include initia-
tives that prevent harm through specially devel-
oped technology or equipment; changes in prac-
tices and processes; and education programs, 
resources or activities that have informed the 
community or businesses & helped people be 
active participants protecting their environments. 
Entries for the Premier's Sustainability Awards 
close at 5pm on Thursday 7 June. Finalists will 
be announced in mid-August and invited to at-
tend the awards ceremony on Thursday 11 Octo-
ber.  To enter and for more information, vis-
it  www.sustainabilityawards.vic.gov.au 

Strathbogie Roadside Weed Management:  
a State, Shire and Landcare Collaboration 

Tableland residents may have seen contractors controlling weeds in road-
side vegetation over the last few summers. So, what’s this all about? 

 

Strathbogie Shire is funded by the State Government to control targeted weeds on roadside reserves. 
All Landcare areas in the Shire get a portion of the funding received from the State. Though the primary 
weed focus in our district is on blackberry, other species are also targeted, e.g. briar rose, St. John’s 
wort, Paterson’s Curse, saffron thistle, tree of heaven.  
 

This funding acknowledges that roadsides are not only a potential reservoir and dispersal ground of 
weed species, but also that native vegetation along roadsides has intrinsic value and is important habi-
tat for native wildlife. Many roadside reserves in our Shire harbour the only native vegetation in an entire 
district. 
 

We all have an interest in a balanced approach to managing roadside vegetation. State legislation sets 
the rules governing vegetation management on roadside reserves and local government implements the 
rules. It’s desirable to use weed management to reduce fire risk and improve native habitat along a 
roadside reserve, something this program contributes to. However, in a landscape that is predominantly 
cleared and where roadside vegetation is sometimes the only native habitat that remains, clearing na-
tive vegetation can have disastrous effects on local flora and fauna and catchment health. 
 

The roadside weeds program is managed by Strathbogie Shire, which distributes the ~$50,000 annual 
allocation amongst Landcare group areas in the Shire. Project coordinators in each Landcare area work 
with the contractor to prioritise roadsides for treatment and ensure only the target weed species are 
controlled. In the Strathbogie Tableland Landcare area, the project is managed by Landcare Committee 
members David Jamieson, with occasional help from Bert Lobert. Program reporting includes: the area 
controlled, weed species treated and treatment method. Unfortunately, on-going funding for this pro-
gram is uncertain. 

Continued on page 11 
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Continued from page 10 

David consults with the contractor on location re control method and timing and to identify and manage 
new and high priority sites. Chemical control is the usual form of treatment. Contractors are made very 
aware that treatment does not extend beyond the roadside reserves into private land (which may also be 
a weed harbour) or sensitive habitats such as wetlands and riparian zones. Landcare group representa-
tives then check on outcomes to ensure ongoing confidence in the process. This occurs season by sea-
son, establishing the need for follow up and moving into areas of new infestation.  
 

A further benefit of local Landcare involvement in this Shire-led program, is to extend the reach of the pro-
gram by groups allocating their own funds to increase the number of weed species being targeted and to 
undertake control works in areas not on roadsides. For example, Strathbogie Tableland Landcare’s own 
funds have enabled the control of invasive environmental weeds such as cherry laurel, spurge, English 
holy, honeysuckle and English ivy, both on roadsides and along riparian environments, public reserves 
and tracks. For most weeds, several years of control are needed to achieve a lasting reduction in infesta-
tions and supplementing the Shire program with local funds will better enable that to occur.  
 

Some invasive species, such as cherry laurel, can be prolific and resistant to standard control methods. 
Their treatment may require the use of more potent chemicals and has the consequent risk of collateral 
damage. Assessing the efficacy of a prescribed treatment regime (on target and non-target species) is 
carried out by Landcare group volunteers. Assessment is an important part of any weed control program 
and gives confidence that the techniques used are efficient and reliable and not causing additional prob-
lems.  
 

We are now entering the third year of this latest Roadside Weed Management Program. Selected sites on 
the initial priority list have been treated and revisited. New sites reported and identified in drive-bys are 
receiving attention. The improvements are becoming clear. Roadside infestations of woody weeds such 
as blackberry and broom have diminished, but require follow-up. When looked at in conjunction with our 
Landcare group’s on-going work in riparian and pedestrian access areas across the district, Strathbogie 
roadsides are increasingly woody weed free and providing healthier habitat.  
 

There will never be enough dollars to control all woody weeds and the roadside reserves will need ongo-
ing treatment. We hope that by tackling heavy infestations, the benefits of treatment to the broader envi-
ronment will become clear, encouraging all landholders to take an interest in weed management on adja-
cent private property, treating garden escapees and caring for ‘their’ roadside. 

By Sean Mathews and Bert Lobert 

SALE   SALE   SALE   SALE   SALE   SALE   SALE 

 

  End of financial year sale 

  From now until the 30.06.18 

  Buy a set of 4 tyres and receive a  
  FREE WHEEL ALIGNMENT (cars/4wds) 

 

Discounts on all battery sales 

Discount on all tyre sales 

DON'T MISS OUT! 
 

Phone or call in and ask Franz about these great savings to be had.    
Stock up & reap the savings. 

 

FRANZ KLOFT MECHANICAL REPAIRS.  
38 Railway St. Euroa.  

ph; 03.57952910.  
email: kloft@m2data.com.au. 

 

 

SALE   SALE    SALE    SALE   SALE    SALE  
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Peranbin Primary College Strathbogie Campus 

The  Forest Fundraiser Concert in Strathbogie  featured a forest inspired 
art display by the Strathbogie students. The Junior and Senior Art clas-
ses have been learning to draw and paint from observation. They have 
drawn trees around the school and researched the creatures that inhabit 
our local forest here in Strathbogie. The students have depicted the for-
est by day and by the light of a full moon.   Also in Art the Strathbogie 
students have begun studying the weird and wonderful world of fungi.  
They have been creating Fungi inspired lanterns which will be a major 
feature of the Fungi festival.   
 

We have been very fortunate to have two local artists help us in the Art 
Room this term. Carol Crowe and Mick Frewin thank you so much, we 
really enjoyed your input.   To celebrate world Labyrinth day  Suzie and 
Mick  marked out a temporary Labyrinth on the school grounds. The first 
Labyrinths originated over 4000 years ago and are mainly used for walk-
ing meditation.  

 

The Senior and Junior students worked together to complet-
ed a STEM Design challenge set by Miss Holleran. Stu-
dents had to work together to design something original to 
wear using an unusual material. The students worked really 
well together and came up with some really interesting out-
fits.  
 

The Senior students participated in NAPLAN. The students 
should be congratulated on their efforts as they all did their 
best and had a go at all the tasks.   
 

In the Junior Room we have been learning about persua-
sive writing, visualisation, the letter B and subtraction.    
 

Our  unit of work on Fairy Tales continues and the Junior Class have spent a lot of time looking at 
different types of fairy tales and the characters involved. In the Senior Class, students have been 
constructing their own fairy-tale narratives but with a twist on the old favourites. 
 

Cross Country 

The annual Peranbin Cross Country Run was held at Violet Town on Friday 18th of May, all students 
had trained hard and had a great day participating on the day. Students showed great support and 
encouragement towards all their fellow runners. Congratulations to Angus, Charli and Ada for making 
it to the District level at Murchison. 
 

Visit to Euroa Secondary College 

An exciting day was held for the Senior Class when they travelled down to Euroa Secondary College 
to experience a school day at High School. Our students were 
shown around the college’s facilities and got to experience 
different classrooms and subjects. It was an impressive show-
case and our students are very lucky to have such an educa-
tional facility in the region. The day kicked off with a musical 
performance from the Year 8 rock band and a song from the 
up-coming school production “Beauty and the Beast”. Then it 
was straight into it, with a trip to the Materials Technology 
room where the students made Perspex key rings, sanding 
the edges smooth. This was followed by a History lesson 
about Roman Gladiators and after lunch the students attend-
ed a Science class with Strathbogie’s own Mrs. Townsend 
and the day was finished off with an English lesson. Our stu-
dents demonstrated very positive attitudes to the experience 
and several of the Euroa staff members commented on their 
exemplary behavior.  
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